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LEGAL AID BOARD

FOREWORD

This is my first Annual Report as Chairperson of
the Legal Aid Board and it relates to the year
2001. Credit for the Board’s achievements in that
period is in a large part due to my predecessor
Ms. Clare Connellan and her colleagues who left
office in October 2001.

In 2001 the total number of persons provided
with legal services was 18,700 as opposed to
17,800 in 2000. Of these, just over 4,500 were
provided with services by the Refugee Legal
Service (RLS).

An adequate level of funding was provided for the
Board’s 30 law centres with the grant-in-aid
increasing from £12.899 million (€16.378 million)
in 2000 to £13.604 million (€17.274 million). The
change in the provision for the RLS was substan-
tial, with the funding increasing from £1 million to
£8.1 million. These funds were used in part to set
up new RLS offices in Dublin, Cork and Galway. |
would like to thank the Minister for Justice,
Equality and Law Reform and his officials for their
continued support in the area of resources.

In 2001 the Board moved a number of sections of
its Head Office to temporary accommodation in
Cabhirciveen, in line with the terms of the
Government decision to decentralise the Board’s
Head Office. At the same time work was under-
way on the new permanent offices in the town,
which were completed before the end of the year.
The transfer was completed in February 2002
when the balance of the staff moved there.

As part of our overall approach to corporate gov-
ernance the Board members are totally committed
to the effective continuation of the change man-
agement programme that was initiated by the pre-
vious Board. In this context, the Board sees the
effective implementation of the new Public Sector
Performance Management and Development
System (PMDS) as an over-arching organisation-
wide imperative with clear benefits for the Board,
its staff and clients of the Board.

The Board is conscious that the Organisational
Climate Survey, undertaken as part of a manage-
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ment development programme for managing solici-
tors and other senior managers in the Board, iden-
tified a need to provide greater clarity on stan-
dards and expected levels of performance. The
Board believes that PMDS is a powerful tool for
tackling the issues identified in the Survey and
providing strong leadership over the period of its
term in office.

In conclusion | would like to thank the previous
Board and | look forward to working with my col-
leagues on the current Board and the Board’s
management and staff, with a view to continuing
improvements in the availability and quality of the
service.

Eamon Leahy S.C.
September 2002
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HEAD OFFICE EXECUTIVE STAFF

Chief Executive : Frank Goodman
Director of Legal Aid : Frank Brady
Director of Human Resources : Pat Fitzsimons
Director of Operations : Dara Mullally

Director of Corporate Services

Refugee Legal Service : Feargal O’Brolchain
Financial Controller : Joan Enright
Secretary to the Board : Clare Kelly
Auditors : Comptroller and Auditor General
Solicitors : Mason, Hayes and Curran
Head Office : Quay Street,
Cabhirciveen,
Co. Kerry.

Phone : 066 947 1000
Fax: 066 947 1035

Dublin Office : 7-11 Montague Court,
Montague Street,
Dublin 2.
Phone: 01 477 6200
Fax: 01 476 0267

Website: www.legalaidboard.ie

The reception area and the exterior of the Legal Aid Board Head Office in Cahirciveen
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The Legal Aid Board administers civil legal aid in
accordance with the terms of the Civil Legal Aid
Act, 1995 and Regulations made thereunder. The
Act allows for the provision of legal aid and legal
advice in civil cases to persons who satisfy the
financial eligibility and merits tests laid down in the
Act and Regulations. The Act also provides for the
provision of information in relation to its services
and their availability.

Legal aid is available for representation for pro-
ceedings in the District, Circuit, High and Supreme
Courts, and also for proceedings before the
European Court of Justice. Legal aid is not avail-
able for the conduct of proceedings before an
administrative tribunal, except for appeals against
the refusal of refugee status. Legal advice and assis-
tance can be provided, however, to persons
involved in proceedings before any tribunal.

The function of the Legal Aid Board is to make the
services of solicitors and, where necessary, barris-
ters available to qualifying persons. Legal aid and
advice is provided, in the main, through law cen-
tres by solicitors in the full-time employment of
the Board.The Board has a nationwide network of
law centres with 30 full-time and 12 part-time
centres around the country.The services of coun-
sel are provided in accordance with the terms of
an agreement between the Bar Council and the
Board.

The Board engages solicitors in private practice to
provide a complementary legal service to that
provided from law centres for certain family law
matters in the District Court namely, domestic
violence, maintenance and custody/access. This
assists the Board in providing a service to all
applicants within a reasonable period of time. In
May 2001, the Board introduced a one-year pilot
project which provides for the use of the private
solicitors in divorce and judicial separation cases in
the Circuit Court and the results of the pilot are
being evaluated.

The Board also operates a dedicated service
known as the Refugee Legal Service (RLS) to pro-
vide legal advice and assistance to asylum seekers

at all stages of the asylum process, including repre-
sentation before the Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

The Board publishes a number of leaflets regarding
the services it provides. The thirteen leaflets pub-
lished to date provide general information, in non-
legalistic language, on a range of family law reme-
dies which are currently available. The leaflets are
available at the Board’s law centres as well as
court offices and Citizen Information Centres
throughout the country. Leaflets on other ser-
vices provided by the Board, including the new
service for complainants in rape cases, are cur-
rently being developed.

Expenditure incurred by the Board in the opera-
tion of its services is met from the Legal Aid Fund.
This fund consists of a Grant-in-Aid from the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform,
contributions from aided persons and other
income, including specific funding from the
Oireachtas for the RLS.

There were a number of significant developments
during the period under review, the most impor-
tant of which are as follows:-

o The Board’s Grant-in-Aid was increased by
5.5% from £12.899 million (€16.378 million) in

2000 to £13.604 million (€17.274 million) in
2001;

o The funding for the Refugee Legal Service was

increased from £1 million (€1.27 million) in
2000 to £8.1 million (€10.28 million) in 2001;

o Just over 18,700 persons were provided with
legal services by the Board in 2001 as
compared with 17,800 in 2000;

- The law centres provided services to 12,800
persons;

- The Private Practitioner Scheme provided
services to 1,400 persons in the District
and Circuit Court; and

- The RLS provided legal services to 4,500
asylum seekers;
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» Waiting times for a first appointment with a
solicitor had been reduced in 19 law centres;

» Waiting times for a first appointment with a
solicitor had been reduced to three months or
less in 17 law centres;

o The number of persons awaiting a first
appointment with a solicitor was reduced by
one third from approximately 2,200 in
December 2000 to 1,500 at the end of
December 2001;

o In May 2001, a Pilot Circuit Court Scheme was
introduced in ten locations throughout the
country to enable private practitioners to
represent clients in divorce and judicial
separation cases;

e« The Sex Offenders Act, 2001, which came into
effect in September 2001, amended the Civil
Legal Aid Act, 1995, by extending the scope of
legal aid to provide legal representation for
complainants in certain circumstances during
"rape" cases;

o A client survey, conducted to establish the
views of clients on the service provided by the
Board, showed a high level of satisfaction with
the service; similar surveys, on the service
provided by private practitioners as well as the
Board’s law centres, will be conducted on an
ongoing basis;

o The Board opened a temporary office in
Cahirciveen, Co Kerry to facilitate the
relocation of its Head Office from Dublin to
Kerry.

Mr. John O’Donoghue, T.D., Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform, and Mr. Frank Goodman, Chief Executive, at the official
opening of Nenagh Law Centre.
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DEMAND FOR LEGAL
SERVICES AT LAW CENTRES

As already indicated, legal services are mainly
provided by solicitors in the full-time employment
of the Board, working in law centres established by
the Board. The solicitors are assisted in this work
by a range of parallegal and administrative staff. In
addition to the network of 30 full-time law
centres, legal services are also provided through
|2 part-time law centres which are serviced by
staff of the Board. The significant complementary
role played by the private practitioner scheme and
the specialised RLS service are dealt with in
separate sections of this report.

Priority service

The Board operates a procedure whereby priority
is accorded for certain categories of cases, for
example, domestic violence, childcare, child
abduction and other cases where there are time
limits. These cases are dealt with immediately.
Such a system for priorities is necessary to ensure
that, for example, persons who are subjected to
domestic violence and cases involving the care of
children are provided with a speedy service.The
need for this service arises from the fact that the
demand for legal services can be greater than the
Board’s capacity to meet that demand immediately.

Managing solicitors also retain a residual discretion
to provide a priority service where, having regard
to the particular circumstances of the case, as
compared with other applications on the waiting
list, they consider it appropriate that a particular
applicant be given specific priority. In 2001, the
total number of priority appointments offered by
law centres was approximately 1,500, or about
22% of the total number of appointments offered
to new clients during the year.

Level of demand for legal services

The appointment of additional staff at senior
management level, referred to in the Annual
Report for 1999, strengthened the management

capability of the Board.

While, initially, these additional management



resources were primarily utilised for a range of
specific managerial activities, including the develop-
ment of the RLS and a review of professional and
administrative procedures, it has also been possi-
ble to begin a process of reviewing the operations
of law centres.The Board is commencing the
process of developing criteria and measures for
determining value for money and improving the
throughput and cost effectiveness of law centres.
A statistical analysis of the workloads and output
in law centres is being undertaken in conjunction
with the introduction of management information
systems, arising from the development of a com-
puterised legal case management system and other
management activities.

The management team will have particular regard
to an Expenditure Review Report on the provision
of civil legal aid, which was mentioned in last year’s
Report and which was completed during 2001.The
Review Group made a series of recommendations
designed to ensure the provision of a cost
effective service, including:

o The introduction of arrangements to
- measure the overall performance of law
centres; and
- provide new case management systems to
maximise the throughput of cases;

o The undertaking of a comprehensive analysis of
the cost of providing legal services in different
categories of cases; and

o Specific measures designed to increase
efficiency.

The Board plans to make significant progress on
the implementation of these recommendations
during 2002 and 2003.

At the present time, as part of the Board’s PMDS
programme, a review has commenced of the
statistics of current cases in law centres. In this
context, it is noted that the number of persons
applying for legal services to the Board’s law cen-
tres (excluding the RLS) has decreased over the
years from a peak in 1997, as follows:

1996 10,800
1997 13,400
1998 11,400
1999 9,600
2000 8,900
2001 8,500

The figure for 1997 is unusually high, arising from
the introduction of divorce in February 1997. For
the previous year, the Board had been keeping a
record of persons interested in obtaining legal
services for divorce. Such applicants were not
placed on the waiting list until February 1997 and,
as a result, the 1997 figures included about 1,000
persons who had contacted the Board in 1996.

A review of the Board’s annual statistics for the
years from 1997 to 2001 will show that the
number of persons provided with legal services
through law centres has remained fairly constant
at an average of 13,000.This comprises just over
6,000 new clients taken on each year with the
remainder being cases continuing from previous
years.

The number of persons provided with legal ser-
vices in law centres together with the number of
legal aid certificates granted and the number of
new cases taken on since 1996 is set out in the
following table:

1996 11,800 4,000 N/A
1997 13,000 5,000 7,000
1998 12,900 4,600 5,900
1999 13,600 4,300 6,200
2000 13,300 4,000 6,000
2001 12,800 3,600 6,200

The reduction in the level of demand and the
greater use of private solicitors has contributed to
a reduction in the number of persons awaiting
services and in the period of time that a person
must wait for an initial appointment with a
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solicitor. The number of persons awaiting service awaiting legal services at the end of 2001.

has fallen from just 2,200 in December 2000 to

1,500 at the end of December 2001. This repre- The following table sets out the waiting times for
sents a 33% reduction in the number of persons an appointment.

Table | : Waiting time for an appointment with a solicitor

Law centre December 1999 December 2000 December 2001
months months months
Cavan 4 1.5 |
Clare 4 5 4
Cork Pope's Quay 6 0 2
Cork South Mall 7 5 6
Donegal 3.5 3.5 3
Dublin — Blanchardstown 2 5 9.5
Brunswick Street 25 5 5
Clondalkin 2.5 1.5 3
Finglas 5 10.5 4.5
Gardiner Street 13 10 8
Ormond Quay | 7 3.5
Tallaght 4 10.5 3.5
Galway 4 5 3
Kerry 12 7 6
Kildare 15 5 2.5
Kilkenny 6.5 5 4.5
Laois 3.5 | 3
Limerick 4.5 3 I
Longford 2 I 0
Louth 6.5 4 3
Mayo I I I
Meath 4.5 25 3
Monaghan 3.5 25 0
Offaly 5 1.5 3.5
Sligo 1.5 2.5 3
Tipperary 7 6 3
Waterford I 3 I
Westmeath 2 2 2.5
Wexford 10.5 7 6
Wicklow 12 3 4
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CASES DEALT WITH IN 2001

The total number of persons who received
assistance from the Board through the law centres
and the Refugee Legal Service in 2001 was 18,700,
which is an increase of over 5% on the 2000 figure
of 17,800.The total number of persons who
received assistance through the law centres and
the Private Practitioner Scheme during 2001 was
14,200, as compared to 14,400 in 2000.

The number of persons provided with legal advice
(excluding RLS) was 9,100 as compared with the
2000 figure of 9,400.

The number of persons provided with legal aid, i.e.
representation in court, in 2001 was 5,100 as
compared with 5,000 in 2000.

In 2001 the RLS provided legal services to over
4,500 asylum seekers, an increase of 32% on the
2000 figure of 3,400.The number of persons who
also received legal aid for representation before
the Refugee Appeals Tribunal was just over 2,800
in 2001 compared to over 2,200 in 2000.

Detailed statistics on the cases dealt with in 2001
are contained in Appendix 2.

The following table shows the number of persons
provided with legal services through law centres
and the Private Practitioner Scheme during the
past four years.

1998 13,700
1999 14,400
2000 14,400
2001 14,200

The table below shows the number of persons
provided with legal services through the RLS
during the past three years.

1999 1,600
2000 3,400
2001 4,500

Family Law Cases

As in previous years, the vast majority of cases
dealt with by law centres were in the family law
area - about 97% of court cases and 80% of legal
advice cases. The following chart gives a break-
down of the various family law cases provided
with legal aid in law centres.

Family Law Cases - Law Centres
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The following tables shows the total number of
divorce and judicial separation orders granted by
the courts in 2000 and 2001 (reference: Court
Services Annual Reports 2000 and 2001) and the
numbers who were legally aided during those
periods.

Divorce

3,339 1,225 36.7%
Judicial Separation

1,592 1,003 63.0%
Divorce

3,459 [,134 32.8%
Judicial Separation

1,845 963 52.2%

There has been a decrease in the number of
persons provided with legal aid for judicial
separation proceedings in 2001, as compared to
2000, but these cases continue to constitute a
major element in the legal services provided by
the Board and account for over 16.5% of the total
certificates granted in family law cases.The Family
Law Act, 1995, which incorporates the provisions
of the Judicial Separation and Family Law Reform
Act, 1989, remains a very important piece of
legislation for persons who do not wish to
institute divorce proceedings, or have not lived
apart for four years, but who wish to separate and
to avail of property adjustment orders, pension
orders and other ancillary orders that may be
made under the Act.

By the end of 2001, legal aid had been granted to
10,700 persons in respect of judicial separation
cases since the coming into operation of the
Judicial Separation and Family Law Reform Act,
1989.The following are the figures for the last five
years:

10

Year Legal Aid
Certificates
1997 1,249
1998 1,019
1999 1,060
2000 1,003
2001 963

The number of persons provided with legal aid for
divorce proceedings in 2001 shows a slight
decrease from the 2000 figure, but it still accounts
for 19.5% of the total certificates granted in family
law cases. Divorce continued to have a
considerable impact on law centres and on the
waiting times for an appointment with a solicitor.

Since the coming into operation of the Family Law
(Divorce) Act, 1996 on the 27 February 1997, legal
aid had been granted to almost 6,000 persons in
respect of divorce.

The following table shows the number of people
granted legal aid for divorce over the last 5 years.

Year Legal Aid
Certificates
1997 938
1998 1,317
1999 1,317
2000 1,225
2001 1,134

In its last Annual Report the Board indicated that
a survey of divorce proceedings was underway. A
sample of 150 legally aided clients had been
analysed and were included in that Report. The
results of 913 cases are now available and have
been reviewed, and the following tables and charts
set out the position.
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Age profiles

The following two charts show the age profiles for
women and men who were legally aided for
divorce proceedings. These charts show that the
highest proportion of women were in the age
range "30 to 39 years", i.e. 45%, whereas the
highest proportion of men were in the age range
"40 to 49 years", i.e. 39%.

Age Profile for Men

60 years and over
No age indicated

2%
9% [T 20 - 29 years
B 30-39years
40 - 49 years
[ 50 - 59 years
|

Age Profile for Women

20 - 29 years

30 - 39 years

40 - 49 years

50 - 59 years

60 years and over
No age indicated

Number of years married

The following two tables show the number of
years married, for women and men who were
legally aided for divorce proceedings. These tables
show that the highest proportion of women were
in the category "10 to |19 years married", at 42%,
whereas the highest proportion of men were in
the category "over 20 years married", at 39%.

Years Married Totals Asa%
(female) of Total
Under 5 years 36 5%
5-9 years 121 18%
10-19 years 285 42%
20 years and over 220 32%
N/A 19 3%

TOTAL 681 100%

Years Married Totals As a %
(male) of Total
Under 5 years 18 8%
5-9 years 33 14%
10-19 years 80 35%
20 years and over 91 39%
N/A 10 4%
TOTAL 232 100%

Number of Dependent Children

The following chart shows the clients who were
legally aided for divorce proceedings, categorised
by their number of dependent children. This chart
shows that the highest proportion, i.e. 37%, had no
dependent children.

Number of Dependent Children
per Case
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The following table shows the legal status prior to
obtaining a legal aid certificate, for the clients who
were legally aided for divorce proceedings. This
table shows that the highest proportion, i.e. 39%,
had no formal Separation or District Court
Orders.
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As a %
of Total

No. Issued

Legal Status prior
to obtaining Legal

Aid Certificate

No formal Separation 357 39%
or District Court Orders
District Court Orders 231 25%

Separation Agreements,
Judicial Separations and/or
District Court Order 325 36%

TOTAL 913 100%

Number of clients who availed of mediation
and counselling

The following two tables show the numbers of
clients, who were legally aided for divorce
proceedings, who availed of either mediation or
counselling respectively.

Mediation Totals
Male 2
Female 8
TOTAL 10

Counselling Totals
Male 8
Female 46
TOTAL 54

These tables show that of the 913 clients who
participated in the survey, only 10 had availed of
mediation and 54 had availed of marriage
counselling. The low figures for marriage
counselling are not surprising, given that clients are
at the final stage in the process of marital break-
down when they apply for legal aid to institute or
defend divorce proceedings. At this stage in the
process clients do not appear to consider that
there is any benefit for them in availing of such
services, particularly as about 36% would have
already been through a judicial separation or have
a separation agreement.

2

The number of clients availing of mediation is also
very low.The Board recognises the significant ben-
efits available through the Family Mediation
Service and the Board’s solicitors advise clients of
the availability of such services. The final choice,
however, is with the client. The court structure in
Ireland does not require clients to avail of media-
tion, as is done in some other jurisdictions. For
example, in Ontario, where legal aid is only grant-
ed to deal with uncontested divorces, the require-
ment to attend mediation is included in the court
rules, and therefore people have no choice but to
attend a pre-trial settlement conference facilitated
by a court appointed mediator. The result is that
cases in Ontario are more likely to settle than go
to court. Mediation may be of particular benefit
where the two sides are agreeable to the decree
being granted, but disagree on the other issues,
e.g., custody and access. There is potential for
these issues to be mediated.

The Board will continue to work with the Family
Mediation Service to seek to ensure that all
appropriate clients avail of its services.

Client details

The following table shows the numbers of clients
who instituted and defended divorce proceedings,
and the numbers who appealed and re-entered
divorce proceedings. This table is categorised by
gender.

This table shows that of the clients who were

Details of Gender of No. % of
Client Client Issues Total
Institute 548 60%
Defend Female 124 14%
Other 9 1%

Sub Total 681 75%

Institute 170 18%
Defend Male 60 7%
Other 2 0%

Sub Total 232 25%

TOTAL 913 100%
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legally aided for divorce proceedings, 75% were
female and 25% were male. In the case of both
genders, the highest proportions instituted divorce
proceedings and a lower proportion defended.

Conclusion of case

The following table shows how cases of clients
who were legally aided for divorce proceedings
were concluded. This table shows that the highest
proportion of clients did not have a conclusion to
their case at the time of the divorce survey.

Divorce As a %
Decree of Total
Contested 189 21%
Settled 148 16%
Both 54 6%
Not Concluded 522 57%
TOTAL 913 100%

USE OF PRIVATE
PRACTITIONERS

The Civil Legal Aid Act, 1995, empowers the Board
to establish a panel of solicitors in private practice
to provide legal aid and advice. The Board
operates a Private Practitioner Scheme in the
District Court and also introduced, in 2001, a pilot
project for one year for the involvement of private
practitioners in the Circuit Court.

District Court

The Private Practitioner Scheme in the District
Court has operated on a nationwide basis, since
May 2000, to assist the Board in its efforts to
provide a service to all applicants within a
reasonable period of time. This Scheme provides a
complementary legal service to that provided by
law centres for certain family law matters in the
District Court namely, domestic violence,
maintenance and custody/access. Private
practitioners are used in cases of geographical
remoteness, conflict-of-interest cases and in cases
where the exigencies of the law centre so require.
Managing solicitors determine whether the case is
one that should be handled within the law centre.
In determining whether the case could be handed
over to a private practitioner, the law centre has
regard to the Board’s obligation to provide a legal
aid service to the greatest number of people
possible. Where it has been decided that the case
is suitable for handing over to a private
practitioner, applicants are given the option of
either going to a private solicitor of their choice
from the panel of private practitioners, or of
having their names added to the waiting list at the
law centre.

In 2001, 1,174 legal aid certificates were issued
under the District Court Private Practitioner
Scheme which represents a 27% increase on the
number of legal aid certificates that issued in 2000.

In July 2001, the Board’s private practicioner
centre in Dublin moved from St. Stephen’s Green
House to Dolphin House, where District Court
summonses are issued for the greater part of the
Dublin area.
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The centre deals with applications for legal aid as
quickly as possible, to ensure that a speedy and
efficient service is given to clients. Applicants are
assessed and, where deemed eligible, are granted a
legal aid certificate. They are then provided with a
list of solicitors on the Board’s District Court
panel, from which they may choose a solicitor to
represent them.Where possible, the private
practitioner centre also facilitates applicants at
short notice for emergency cases.

Circuit Court

In May 2001, the Board introduced a one-year
pilot project which provided for an extension of
the Private Practitioner Scheme to certain cases in
the Circuit Court, i.e. judicial separation and
divorce cases. In addition, clients who were
represented by private practitioners in the District
Court have the option of choosing the same
solicitor if they obtain legal aid for an appeal to
the Circuit Court. The purpose of the pilot
project was to assist in reducing waiting times for
legal services for clients of law centres and to
enable the Board to evaluate the effectiveness of
alternative methods of delivering legal services.

Ten law centres participated in the pilot scheme,
four of which were Dublin-based. From May to
December 2001, 257 legal aid certificates were
issued in respect of the pilot project; 124 in
respect of divorce, 132 in respect of judicial
separation and one in respect of a District Court

The Attorney General, Mr. Michael McDowell S.C., Ms. Clare
Connellan, Chairperson, Mr. Gerard Durcan S.C., The Honourable
Mr. Justice Donal Barrington and Mr. FJ. Brady, Director of Legal
Aid, at the Legal Aid Board Conference in June 2001.

| 4

appeal. The impact of the project in reducing
waiting lists at law centres is demonstrated by the
fact that from April 2001 to December 2001,
waiting times for an appointment with a solicitor
had reduced substantially in law centres, at
Clondalkin (from seven months to three months),
Finglas (13 months to five months) and Tallaght (13
months to three months), which were amongst
those participating in the pilot project.

The Board has set up a Review Group to monitor
the Pilot Project. This Review Group will carry
out an evaluation of the effectiveness of the pilot
project with a view to finalising a report during
2002.

REFUGEE LEGAL SERVICE

Funding and staffing

The Refugee Legal Service (RLS) was established
by the Board in 1999 to provide legal advice and
assistance at all stages of the asylum process to
persons applying for asylum in Ireland. In addition
to its own staff, the RLS uses private practitioners
(both barristers and solicitors) to represent legally
aided asylum applicants appearing before the
Refugee Appeals Tribunal.

Exchequer funding for the RLS increased
substantially in 2001 - to £8.1 million (€10.28
million) compared to £1 million (€1.27 million) in
2000. This increased funding was provided to
enable the Board to fulfill its commitments on the
expansion of the service in 2001. Actual
expenditure by the RLS in 2001, at £6.4 million,
(€8.18 million) was below the initial allocation,
largely because of a decision to delay the
recruitment of the approved level of staff and the
acquisition of accommodation, because the level of
demand that materialised was less than originally
anticipated.

Staff numbers at the RLS nevertheless expanded
rapidly - from an initial 30 in January 2001 to |14
by the end of the year - representing considerable
progress towards achievement of the service’s
sanctioned complement of 140. In order to
accommodate the expansion of its service, the
Board acquired and fitted out new premises in the
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Smithfield area of Dublin in 2001. These new
offices in Smithfield will concentrate on the provi-
sion of refugee legal services for the Dublin area,
while a small office will continue to be maintained
in the Refugee Applications Commissioner’s office
in Timberlay House, Mount St., where new clients
of the RLS are registered.

Legal services for dispersed asylum seekers

RLS offices in Cork and Galway provide a service
to asylum seekers in these locations, together with
outreach services which operate regular clinics in
a number of locations in the west, the southwest
and the midlands.

In addition, a programme was developed in 2001
for the provision of an outreach service for Dublin
and the surrounding counties to be put in place in
2002. Asylum seekers dispersed outside Dublin
may also register for legal services by post.

Information services

Every applicant to the Refugee Applications
Commissioner is advised of the availability of legal
services from the RLS.The RLS also provides
information on its service through information
leaflets, which are available in a number of lan-
guages. A new leaflet and information poster have
been designed and they will be dispersed
throughout a network of government and
non-governmental services in 2002.

In addition, the RLS took part in a number of
information seminars throughout the year and
gave presentations on the services it provides to
various support and other groups with an interest
in the asylum process. The RLS also maintained
regular contact with the various government and
non-governmental organisations who are involved
in the asylum process, to enable issues arising on
various aspects of the process to be discussed,
with a view to continually monitoring and
improving the service it provides.

The independence, impartiality and quality of the
service provided by the RLS has been commented
on favourably by Amnesty International, which
encourages asylum seekers to use the service.

Mr. Niall Murphy, Ms. Maire Ni Cruadhlaoich and Ms. Linda
Whelan at the Legal Aid Board Conference in Tralee

Independent Monitoring Committee

The Independent Monitoring Committee of the
Refugee Legal Service was established when the
service was set up in 1999. lIts terms of reference
are "to ensure a quality legal service is provided to
asylum seekers in accordance with the
arrangements agreed between the Legal Aid Board
and the Department of Justice, Equality and Law
Reform and to investigate complaints from
customers of the service." The members of the
committee are appointed by the Minister for
Justice, Equality and Law Reform. The committee
holds around four meetings annually. RLS
management attend part of these meetings to
provide an update on recent developments, and
also to respond to questions or issues raised by
the Committee members.

Number of asylum seekers provided with
legal services

The number of new clients who registered with
the RLS in 2001 was 4, 500 - an increase of 32%
on the 3,400 registered in 2000. Most of those
registering - 60% - applied for and received legal
advice at the first stage of the process (i.e. asylum
application), or in relation to an immigration
matter (i.e. application for Leave to Remain), and
over one third of these also received legal aid at
the appeal or deportation stage. The remaining
40% of new clients registered for legal services at
the appeal stage of the asylum process, or
following receipt of a deportation order.
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Mr. St. John Donovan and Ms. Phil O’Laoide at the Legal Aid Board
Conference in Tralee

The proportion of new clients registering with the
RLS is expected to increase further over the
coming years because of greater awareness of the
service and of the importance of obtaining
professional legal advice at the earliest possible
stage of the process.

Private Practitioner Scheme

In addition to its in-house service, the Board
continues to use solicitors in private practice
(since January 2000) and barristers (since March
2001) to submit appeals on behalf of legally-aided
asylum applicants and to represent them before
the Refugee Appeals Tribunal. The allocation of
cases as between the panel and the Board’s
salaried solicitors is decided by the RLS, on the
basis of the number of cases on hand and its
ability to deal with cases in-house.

The use of private solicitors and barristers helps
to ensure that the Board has the capacity to
provide a service to clients and enables it to deal
with cases as quickly as possible, which is essential,
given the tight time limits involved in such cases.
At the end of 2001, there were 32 solicitors on
the private practitioners’ panel,and 213 on the
panel of barristers. The number of cases referred
to private solicitors and barristers in 2001 was
over 2,400, including 760 cases related to clients
who had registered in 1999 and 2000.
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REFUGEE DOCUMENTATION
CENTRE

In September 2000, the Legal Aid Board recruited
a librarian to take over responsibility for the
operation of the Refugee Documentation Centre
(RDC), which had originally been established by
UNHCR to provide an independent library and
research service in relation to the asylum process.

During 2001, arrangements were put in place to
significantly develop a dedicated Refugee
Documentation Centre, which would provide an
independent and professional research service and
library service for all of the main bodies involved
in the asylum process. Such bodies include the
Refugee Appeals Tribunal, the Office of the Refugee
Applications Commissioner, the Refugee Legal
Service and private solicitors and barristers.

The role of the RDC is, firstly, to build and
maintain a collection of objective and up-to-date
country of origin information and asylum,
immigration, legal and human rights documentation
for general access and, secondly, to provide a
research and query service for organisations
involved in the asylum process.The query service
involves supplying essential material, such as up-to-
date country of origin information (COlI), for the
preparation of submissions. This service is
provided to the RLS as well as the UNHCR, the
Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform,
the Refugee Applications Commissioner, the
Refugee Appeals Tribunal, The Ministerial Decision
Unit, The Repatriation Unit, private solicitors and
barristers on the Board's panel and others
involved in refugee work.

Staff from the Refugee Documentation Centre
have attended a number of national and
international conferences and seminars including
the UNHCR/ACCORD Country of Origin
Information Seminars, Professor Hathaway’s Law of
Refugee Status seminars, the ICEL seminar on
Refugee Law, and UNHCR seminars on Romania
and Nigeria.

The Refugee Documentation Centre has
additionally built up contacts with a number of
individuals and organisations at home and abroad.



These include the UK Home Office, the Canadian
Immigration and Refugee Board (IRB), the
UNHCR, the RRT Australia, ACCORD, CEDOCA,
various Embassies, the Irish Refugee Council and
many others, both governmental and non-
governmental, as well as numerous libraries and
information centres.

Various interested parties give talks in the Centre.
Examples of these include the question and
answer session given by a group of human rights
activists from the Democratic Republic of Congo
and a presentation by the Kosovo Information
Project of the International Centre for Migration
Policy Development (ICMPD).

Following identification of areas in relation to
which information was particularly scarce, the
Refugee Documentation Centre arranged for the
commissioning of a number of reports. The first of
these, concerning Prison Conditions in the
Democratic Republic of Congo was released via
the website of the European Country of Origin
Information Network.The second commissioned
report on Pentecostals in Romania is due to be
completed in late 2002.

The RDC has provided training in the use of COI
and introduction to the use of the Centre to
various groups from the RLS, RAC, Repatriation
Unit and RAT. This training has been conducted
both on and off site and is ongoing.

Foster parents

A married couple sought legal advice in
connection with a decision by a health board to
de-register them as foster parents.

The clients, who had their own child, did day-care
fostering for a health board. Subsequently, they
fostered a six-month-old child who was still with
them after seven and a half years and a second
child who was four months old and remained with
them for four and a half years. The natural parents

of the foster children had no contact with the
children. There were, however, extensive and
acrimonious court proceedings in relation to one
of the children, where a member of the extended
family was seeking custody. In the course of those
proceedings, the health board had supported the
foster parents and had given evidence to the effect
that they believed that the welfare of the child in
question was best served by the child remaining
with the foster parents.

The foster parents themselves, however, had
certain marital difficulties which were subsequently
resolved and the parties reconciled. The health
board requested certain information in relation to
the family law proceedings which had taken place
between the foster parents and then decided to
de-register the couple as foster parents. Neither
of the foster children had been assessed or
interviewed by the health board prior to the
health board making this decision.

The foster parents were advised of this decision
and were told that the children would be removed
by a certain date. They felt, however, that they
were being "punished" because of their marital
difficulties.

The foster parents contacted the law centre for
legal advice in relation to the health board’s
decision. The health board was advised that the
foster parents were willing to do whatever was
required by the health board in order to remain as
foster parents to these children and that they
intended appealing the decision to de-register
them as foster parents.

Following on from the legal services provided, the
health board decided not to proceed with its
decision to de-register the couple as foster
parents.

Enforcement of debt
A person sought legal services in relation to an
application for the enforcement of a debt incurred

by her.

The client had taken out a loan for the purchase
of a car and for the cost of taxing and insuring it,
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under pressure from her father, when she was 18
years old. She gave this money to her father and
heard nothing further in relation to the matter
until five years later, when she received an
application for an Instalment Order and a
summons to appear in court. She was, at this time,
living in her own rented accommodation away
from the influence of her father who is currently
serving a prison sentence for offences against her.

The father had moved addresses frequently. His
wife (the client's mother) had lived with him at
those addresses and because she had the same
forename as our client, the plaintiff (a financial
institution) had managed to progress matters
without the knowledge of the client.

The client was granted legal aid to defend the
enforcement proceedings and also to bring
proceedings to set aside the original decree
against her, on the basis that she was suffering a
disability (i.e. the influence of her father) at the
time when she entered into the contract and did
not have contractual capacity. Discussions with the
solicitors acting for the financial institution were
held and orders were made by consent setting
aside the original decree and striking out the
enforcement of debt proceedings with no order
for costs.

Childcare Proceedings

Legal aid was granted to two persons, a husband
and wife, to defend childcare proceedings in the
District Court in respect of eight children. In
February 2000, the eight children were removed
from the family home. A health board applied and

Ms. Clare Connellan, Chairperson and Mr. Frank Goodman, Chief
Executive, at the Legal Aid Board Conference in Tralee in June.
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was granted Emergency Care Orders in respect of
the eight children. The husband and wife were
represented by two different law centres in the
proceedings. In addition, because of the
complexity of the District Court case, the services
of counsel were authorised and engaged to
represent each of the parties in the proceedings.

The proceedings were protracted and lasted over
120 days in the District Court. During the course
of the District Court proceedings, the husband
was also granted legal aid to institute judicial
review proceedings in the High Court on two
separate occasions to challenge orders of the
District Court.

Also, during the course of the District Court
proceedings, the wife was granted legal aid to
institute Habeus Corpus proceedings in the High
Court challenging the District Court’s orders
retaining five of the children in care pending the
outcome of the District Court case.

In November 2000, the Board issued a letter of
intention to terminate legal services to the wife
because of her failure to provide instructions to
her solicitor and counsel, and her failure to attend
court hearings.

The wife provided several reasons for her failure
to attend court and also undertook to accept
such terms and conditions as the Board might
decide upon, if her legal aid certificate was not
terminated. As a result, the Board decided not to
proceed with the termination of her legal aid
certificate, but required that she would co-operate
with her legal advisors and attend court when
required to do so.

Subsequently, both the husband and wife
continually failed to attend court hearings and
failed to provide instructions to their legal
advisors. Both parties were then issued with
letters of intention to terminate their legal aid
certificates in March 2001. Both legal aid
certificates were terminated in April 2001.

In October 2001, the District Court made care
orders in respect of the children.



The husband and wife then applied for legal aid to
appeal the District Court Orders to the Circuit
Court. The applications were initially refused but
the Board’s Appeal Committee decided to grant
legal aid, subject to strict compliance with
conditions attaching to their legal aid certificates
requiring that they co-operate with their legal
advisors and attend court at all times when
required to do so. Different solicitors and counsel
were then appointed to represent the clients.

During the course of the Circuit Court
proceedings, the parties applied for legal aid to
appeal two decisions of the Circuit Court, namely:
(i) A refusal to allow a further adjournment; and
(i) To defend civil contempt proceedings.

The first application was refused on the grounds
that the legal teams were ready to proceed with
the case.The second application was refused on
the grounds that the applicant had broken court
orders despite being advised to comply with court
orders and being aware of the consequences. The
Circuit Court Judge committed the husband and
wife to prison for four months and one month
respectively, when he found them to be in
contempt of court.

The Judge was satisfied that there was compelling
evidence before him to conclude that each of the
children was at risk, if any of them was to remain
in the immediate care of either or both parents.
The Circuit Court ordered that the children be
taken into the care of the health board until they
reach 18 years of age. The Judge also directed that
there be no contact between either parent and
the children until some months passed.

This case was brought by the father of two
children under the Hague Convention on the Civil
Aspects of International Child Abduction, which
was incorporated into Irish law by the Child
Abduction and Enforcement of Custody Orders
Act, 1991. The purpose of the Convention is to
facilitate the speedy return of children to the
jurisdiction from which they have been wrongfully
removed, or to which, by reason of the wrongful
retention, they were not being returned.

The plaintiff (father) and defendant (mother) in
the High Court proceedings were married and
had two children. In October 1999, the mother
obtained a barring order against the father but the
parties subsequently reconciled and moved to
England in December 1999. On Ist September
2001, the mother was assaulted by the father and
received treatment for her injuries in hospital. On
the following day, the mother brought the children
back to Ireland without the knowledge of the
father. Following the mother’s departure to
Ireland, the father found a note addressed to him
by the mother advising him that she had taken the
children to Ireland and that he should not attempt
to find her.

Proceedings were issued by the father under the
Hague Convention and both parties were granted
legal aid.

The mother claimed that Ireland was the children’s
habitual residence, as the children were Irish
nationals and lived in Ireland from the date of
their birth until December 1999, while the father
stated that the habitual residence of the children
was England.

The High Court held that "habitual residence" and
"ordinary residence" amounted to one and the
same thing and was the place where someone
lives. It was held, therefore, that the habitual
residence of the children was England; that
parental responsibility for the children was vested
in both the father and the mother; and that the
mother’s removal of the children was contrary to
Article 3 of the Hague Convention.

The Judge indicated that he would have to order
the return of the children to England, unless he
was satisfied that there was a grave risk that the
return of one or other of the children to England
would expose the child to physical or
psychological harm, or otherwise place the child in
an intolerable situation, as provided for by Article
I3 of the Hague Convention.

The Judge was concerned that one child had been
diagnosed in Ireland as suffering from severe
autism and the proceedings were adjourned to
ascertain what facilities were available in England
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to deal with the autistic child’s problems and to
see how they compared with Irish facilities.
Meanwhile, the child received a placement in a
specially dedicated school for autistic children in
Ireland.

The High Court obtained reports from both Irish
and English medical professionals who agreed that
any disruption of the autistic child’s programme in
Ireland would have a detrimental effect on his
wellbeing. The English professional indicated,
however, that any lost ground would be recovered
within a year.

The Judge was of the view that a year was quite a
long time for a boy of six years of age and noted
that if the child was returned to England, respite
care would not be readily available to him and it
could be a long time, if at all, before he would have
educational facilities comparable to the placement
that he had received in an Irish school.

The High Court Judge refused to order the return
of the children on the grounds that he was
satisfied that there would be a grave risk that the
return of the autistic son would expose him to
physical or psychological harm or otherwise place
him in an intolerable situation.

This case is under appeal to the Supreme Court.

Legal aid was granted to a person to institute
professional negligence proceedings in the High
Court against a solicitor.

The legally-aided person was joint owner of the
family home with her husband. In 1988,
proceedings were instituted against the husband
seeking the return of substantial monies which had
been allegedly given to him by two other persons.
Subsequently, the husband engaged the services of
a solicitor (the defendant) and the Board’s client
signed documents to execute a charge on the
property which led to the subsequent sale of the
family home. The client subsequently claimed that
she did not receive proper legal advice in relation
to the effect that signing the documents might
have on her interest in the family home.
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The client’s claim against the Defendant was for
damages, for breach of agreement, breach of duty
and failure to provide professional services.

In the High Court, it was submitted on behalf of
the client that the defendant owed her the normal
duty of care owed by a solicitor to properly advise
a client; and that she should have been advised by
the defendant of the implications of agreeing to
the charge.

The presumption of undue influence on behalf of
the husband was also raised and it was submitted
that the defendant should have ensured that she
was advised by an independent qualified person.

The defendant argued, amongst other things, that
he only took the plaintiff on as a client when it
was clear that she had already made the decision
to support her husband and that his obligation to
her was to provide competent legal assistance to
her in the completion of the transaction and to
advise her on the nature and effect of the
documents that she was signing.

The High Court indicated that the case raised a
very difficult problem, namely, what is the duty of a
solicitor to a client in the particular circumstances
that arose in the case. In this regard, the High
Court Judge was impressed with the evidence of
an expert conveyancer during the proceedings,
particularly in relation to the conflict of interest
issue. The conveyancer was of the view that
where there was clearly no marital disharmony
between the plaintiff and her husband, he saw no
difficulty in them being advised together and
having all of the options discussed with them. The
High Court judge was of the view that unless the
defendant had been instructed by the husband not
to discuss or advise the wife of her options, there
should have been no good reason why he should
not have done so.

The High Court held that the defendant was
wrong in withholding advice from the plaintiff,
either separately or jointly with her husband and
that his conduct was not of a standard which
would be expected from a solicitor. The solicitor’s
conduct in the matter was found to be negligent
and he was also found to be in breach of contract.
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The judge was of the opinion, however, that in the
circumstances of the case, it would have been very
unlikely that the plaintiff would have exposed the
husband to a risk of imprisonment. The judge was
satisfied that, on the balance of probabilities, if
properly advised by the defendant, she would still
have chosen to support her husband by making
her half share in the family home available to satis-
fy the debtors’ claim.

The judge held that the plaintiff did not suffer any
loss as a result of the negligence and breach of
contract on the part of the defendant and ordered
that the plaintiff’s action for damages should fail.

Proceedings against the Board :
Elizabeth Kavanagh v. Legal Aid Board

Ms. Kavanagh instituted proceedings against the
Legal Aid Board for delays in delivering legal
services.

The applicant applied for legal aid in respect of a
judicial separation in September 1997.In May 1999
her application was processed and granted.
Meanwhile in October 1997 she was granted legal
aid in respect of another matter which required a
priority service. From July 1999 to April 2000 the
applicant claims to have received only one letter
from the Board (the respondent). The applicant
subsequently obtained a judicial separation and
barring order using the services of the Board.

The applicant sought various reliefs in her judicial
review, most of which were moot by the time of
the hearing. Included in her action was a claim for
damages for breach of statutory duty.The Board
argued that the operative part of its duty was con-
ditional on resources, both financial and otherwise.
The applicant claimed to be entitled to legal aid by
satisfying the statutory criteria, without any qualifi-
cation in relation to the Board’s resources.

Section 5 of the Civil Legal Aid Act 1995 states
that the principal function of the Legal Aid Board
is: "to provide, within the Board’s resources and
subject to the other provisions of this Act, legal
aid and advice in civil cases to persons who satisfy
the requirements of this Act."

Mr. Frank Murphy, Managing Solicitor, Wicklow Law Centre,
addresses the Legal Aid Board Conference in Tralee

It was held by the High Court (Butler J.) in
dismissing the claim that the language of section
5(1) of the 1995 Act was plain and obvious and
required no special interpretation. The words
simply meant that legal aid shall be provided within
the respondent’s resources and that was what the
respondent did in this case. The respondent had a
method of dealing with cases in a certain order of
priority and within that scheme the applicant was
given equal treatment to all other applicants.

This case is under appeal to the Supreme Court.

CASES IN THE REFUGEE
LEGAL SERVICE

West African Asylum Seeker

This West African national was a Christian pastor
in his homeland prior to his fleeing from there in
1999.

He applied for refugee status, claiming that he
feared persecution because on the introduction of
Sharia law in his region, the Muslim population had
rioted and burnt houses and churches, including
his own church, where people were killed. He
subsequently left the country and sought asylum in
Ireland.

The client’s application was deemed to be
manifestly unfounded by the Refugee Applications
Commissioner and legal aid was granted to appeal
that decision. Documentation relating to his
country of origin was submitted to the Refugee
Appeals Tribunal by the RLS and he was

21



represented at the tribunal hearing.

The Tribunal affirmed the decision of the
Commissioner, citing as the reasons the issue of
the client’s credibility, his lack of knowledge of the
implementation of Sharia Law and his failure to
avail of the option to relocate to another region
within his own country where he would be safe
from fear of persecution.

A Middle Eastern national living in another
Mid-Eastern country claimed refugee status on the
basis of his membership of a political organisation
and discrimination on ethnic grounds in his
adopted country.

The client submitted that while detained in the
1970s and 1980s, he was repeatedly beaten and
tortured resulting in severe scarring, the fracture
of his leg in several places and the loss of several
teeth.

Medical reports which substantiated this claim
were procured by the RLS. In addition, country of
origin reports were submitted which revealed that
members of his organisation, and indeed of his
nationality, were subjected to arrest without
warrant and imprisonment without trial, and that
beatings and torture of detainees was
commonplace.

The Refugee Applications Commissioner granted
his application at first instance.

This West African national arrived in Ireland aged
|7 years and claimed asylum based on a fear of
persecution as a result of his direct personal
experience of the turbulent political and military
events in his native country.

The client submitted that his own father was killed
while in detention and that he had suffered
torture. He maintained that the same fate awaited
him if he returned. Country of origin information
was supplied by the RLS to the Refugee
Applications Commissioner, which supported the
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fact that prison conditions in that country were
extremely poor and life-threatening.

The client was refused refugee status by the
Refugee Applications Commissioner on grounds of
lack of credibility and legal aid was granted to
appeal this decision.

The Refugee Appeals Tribunal affirmed the decision
of the Commissioner and declined to declare the
appellant a refugee. The main reason given for this
decision was the issue of the credibility of the
appellant.

This Middle Eastern minor, aged 16, applied for
refugee status on the basis of his connections to a
proscribed association in his homeland which was
critical of the regime there.

The applicant received legal services from the RLS
in preparation for his interview with the Refugee
Applications Commissioner and was attended by a
caseworker during the interview.

The applicant’s brother was the author of many
publications which were anti-government and, as a
result, it was claimed that he was arrested and
tortured on a number of occasions. The client
worked in a bookshop which sold these
publications "under the counter" and he was also
detained and questioned at various times.
Documentation was submitted to the Refugee
Applications Commissioner, supporting his claim
that if returned to his native country he would
face persecution.

The Refugee Applications Commissioner accepted
that the client had a well-founded fear of
persecution and the client was granted refugee
status at first instance.

The number of cases on which judicial review was
sought, and which reached a full hearing in 2001, is
limited. This partly reflects the fact that, in a



number of cases, a settlement was agreed after the
initiation of proceedings by the RLS, but before
the issue came to a High Court hearing. The
following two cases are representative of those
taken in 2001.

Legal aid was granted to a Czech family and a
Nigerian father to institute Judicial Review
proceedings to challenge the deportation orders
made by the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law
Reform.The reason for challenging the orders was
the fact that both parties had an Irish-born child.
The Refugee Legal Service (RLS) submitted on
behalf of the clients that the main argument for
setting aside the deportation orders was based on
the constitutional rights of the Irish-born child (as
distinct from asylum considerations), which rights
had been expressed by the Supreme Court in the
Fajujonu case.These rights were outlined to
include the right to reside in Ireland, the right to
family unity and the right to free primary
education, as protected by Articles 2, 40, 41 and
42 of the Constitution. It was also argued by the
RLS that by allowing the deportation of the
Irish-born children’s’ parents, the Irish-born
children would either de facto be deported, or left
in Ireland in care, neither of which could be said
to be in the best interest of the child. It was also
submitted that there were no exceptional
circumstances or public policy issues which would
require the deportation of these families.

It was submitted on behalf of the State that the
Fajujonu case could be distinguished, as they had
three Irish children and had been resident in
Ireland for an appreciable length of time, and thus
had an established connection to the State.The
State also submitted that the integrity of the
asylum process must be protected.

The High Court agreed with the State and found
that the constitutional rights of the child had been
considered by the Minister and these rights were
not absolute but subject to the exigencies of the
common good. The High Court also held that the
State was the guardian of the common good and
that the common good includes the control of

aliens. The Judge stated that "the application of the
Dublin convention and the overriding need to
preserve respect for the integrity of the asylum and
immigration system were not only grave and
substantial, but also predominant and overwhelming"
reasons. He found that "the facts in the instant case
are so markedly different and distinguishable from
those in the Fajujonu case that | do not come to the
conclusion that to expel those in respect of whom
Deportation ordered have been made would be
inconsistent with the Constitution."

This case is currently under appeal to the
Supreme Court.

Staff levels

On | January, 2001, the total number of staff
sanctioned for the Legal Aid Board stood at 410,
including a total of 140 staff sanctioned for the
Refugee Legal Service. During 2001 a major
recruitment drive, which included holding a
number of recruitment competitions for solicitors,
para-legal and administrative staff, was undertaken
to fill over 100 of the posts which had been
authorised for the Refugee Legal Service in 2000.

During 2001, the Board was pleased to note an
easing of the recruitment difficulties at both
administrative and solicitor levels which had been
experienced in previous years.While some of the
progress in this regard may have been due to
changing labour market conditions, the Board
would also like to acknowledge the beneficial
effect of initiatives taken by the Civil Service
Commissioners to speed up their recruitment
processes and the role of the Commissioner’s
customer liaison section who helped ensure a
timely response to the Board’s civil service
recruitment needs.

Training Programme

In 2001, the Board decided to provide a
comprehensive management development
programme for managing solicitors and senior
administrative staff.

This programme was specifically tailored to the
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needs of the Board’s senior managerial staff.
Preparation for the programme involved issuing
detailed questionnaires to |68 staff (approximately
40% of the Board’s staffing complement) to elicit
information on the Board’s organisational climate
and the management styles of the Board’s
managing solicitors and senior administrative staff.
The questionnaires were also designed to
ascertain staff perceptions of the gap between
how the organisation currently operates and how
it might operate in an ideal situation. The analysis
of the responses identified staff perceptions of
significant gaps in areas such as standards, clarity
and recognition issues in the Board. Arising from
the analysis of the responses, the first phase of the
management development programme was
delivered before the end of 2001. It included
feedback to each participant on their individual
management styles and one-to-one coaching on
how improvements in managerial performance
would impact on their staff and on the
effectiveness of their workplaces.

Further work was planned for 2002 to address the
issues raised by the staff arising from the
questionnaires and to provide the remainder of
the training.

Equality of Opportunity

As stated in the Board’s Equality Statement the
Board is an Equal Opportunities Employer. All
applicants for employment are given full and fair
consideration, due regard being given to the
aptitude and ability of the individual and the
requirements and eligibility criteria for the
position. All persons are treated on equal terms
as regards career development, promotion and
training. The Board operates within the terms of
the Employment Equality Act, 1998. An officer in
the Human Resources Section of the Board is
designated as the Board’s Equality Officer.

Health and Safety

During the year the Board continued to maintain a
proactive approach to its health and safety

policies and its obligations under the Safety, Health
and Welfare at Work Act, 1989. In particular, the
Security Enhancement Programme in the Board’s
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premises, which began in 1999, continued in 2001.

The Board will continue to ensure that all staff
work in a safe and secure environment.

The Programme for Prosperity and Fairness (PPF)
contains a number of specific measures designed
to ensure that the broad objectives of the public
service modernisation programme can continue to
be achieved by individual organisations. These
measures cover organisational flexibility, quality
assurance, performance management, further
development of partnership structures and a
re-focusing of human resource strategies.

During 2001, the Board continued to take
initiatives, under its ongoing change management
programme, to ensure that the improvements
required over the lifetime of the PPF can be
achieved. Details of progress on some of the
relevant areas are set out below.

Organisational Flexibility

The Board has undertaken two initiatives in this
area, namely:

« an examination of the Board’s current
management structure and of the staffing
arrangements in law centres; and

. a review of the issue of access to legal aid,
including the arrangements for the delivery of
legal services, and the systems and structures
through which legal aid is delivered.

It is planned that significant progress will be made
on both of these matters during 2002 and 2003.

Quality Assurance

The Board continually seeks to improve the
quality of the service provided to its customers
and undertook a number of initiatives in 2001,
including:

« the launch of its Customer Care Plan 2001 -
2004 at a conference to mark the 21st



anniversary of the establishment of the Board.
This Plan sets out the service standards of care
that customers (including staff of the Board)
can expect in their dealings with the Board;

. the development of "best practice" guidelines
designed to enhance the quality of the legal
services provided by the Board; and

« the development of customer feedback
mechanisms which are dealt with under the
next heading.

Client Survey

In 2001 the Board carried out a pilot project to
survey clients on their views of the Legal Aid
Board service. This was an important step in
involving clients in improving the service. Fifteen
questionnaires per solicitor were allocated to the
Board’s 30 law centres.The completed
questionnaires (approximately 350 out of a
potential 1,300) were returned directly to the
Board’s Communications Workgroup, who collated
the results.

Of those who responded, 84% expressed
satisfaction with the overall quality of the service,
with only 1% expressing dissatisfaction. High
levels of satisfaction (80%) were expressed on
specific aspects of the service, such as being kept
informed, time taken to respond to
correspondence/calls and facilities provided.
Almost 100% said they had been treated
courteously.

The Board will continue to conduct such surveys
on an ongoing basis, as a quality assurance on its
customer care programme. It is also examining
the basis on which client user panels will be
established for ongoing consultation on delivery of
service.

Performance Management

The Board made significant progress with the
introduction of the Performance Management and
Development System (PMDS). A key part of the
system is the provision of five days training for all
staff. The first phase of the training programme
was delivered by the end of 2001. The remainder
of the training will be delivered during 2002.

Progress was also made in the development of
business plans for each area of the Board’s
operations. These plans are an essential part of the
Board’s corporate planning process and of PMDS
and translate the high level goals and objectives in
the Board’s Corporate Plan into more detailed
work programmes which will inform the day-to-
day activities of work units and staff.

Partnership

The Partnership process in the Board continued
to evolve and develop during 2001 with new
initiatives being undertaken. The Staff
Development and Communications Work Groups,
established under the Strategic Management
Initiative, now report to the Partnership
Committee on their on-going work programmes.
The Board’s Health and Safety Committee also
reports to Partnership, as does the committee
examining the issue of access to legal aid services.

Amongst the key tasks being overseen by the
Partnership Committee, are the roll-out of the
PMDS for all staff and the introduction and
monitoring of the operation of the Exceptional
Performance Scheme and the INPUT (Staff
Suggestion) scheme.The Partnership Committee
also decided to provide a comprehensive health-
screening programme for staff in autumn 2001. In
addition, work commenced on a review of the role
and function of the Partnership Committee in the
Board and representatives of the Committee
participated in workshops established for the
purpose of an overall review of Partnership across
a number of public service organisations.

Human Resources Strategy

The Programme for Prosperity and Fairness (PPF)
specifies that sustaining and improving efficiency
will require increasingly innovative and flexible
human resource management policies and
strategies. Accordingly, the Partnership Committee
was actively engaged in the development of a
comprehensive human resources strategy for the
organisation. The Strategy will be completed
during 2002 and will build on initiatives already
undertaken and address the HR challenges facing
the Board.
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During 2001, the Board moved ahead with the
process of transferring staff into the organisation
who would be relocating to Cahirciveen. Early in
2001 the Board became aware that a significant
number of staff, in other Departments and offices,
who were interested in joining the Board so as to
relocate to Cahirciveen, would not be in a position
to join the Board until office accommodation was
actually available in the town. Accordingly, the
Board decided to open an interim office in
Cahirciveen. A suitable premises was identified
and, in July 2001, twenty of the 41 staff due
eventually to transfer to Cahirciveen took up duty
in the new location.

In order to facilitate the smooth transfer of the
relevant functions, arrangements were made to
retain in the Board a number of serving experi-
enced staff so as to overlap with the new staff for
the purposes of training and coaching.

During the year work continued on the building
and fit-out of the Board’s permanent premises,
which was completed ahead of schedule towards
the end of 2001.These new premises were then
gradually occupied during January and February
2002 at which point the relocation of functions
from Dublin to Cahirciveen was largely completed.

The Board’s website at www.legalaidboard.ie
contains full details of the service provided by the
Board, copies of our information leaflets for law
centres, the RLS, application forms and means test
forms. The site also provides details of all law cen-
tres and offices, with contact numbers for each
office.
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FINANCE

The Board’s financial statements for 2001 are
shown at Appendix |.

Income

The following are some comments on the sources
of the Board’s income.

(a) Grant-in-Aid
As in previous years, most of the Board’s
income consists of a grant-in-aid received
from the Department of Justice, Equality and
Law Reform.There was a further increase in
the funding provided by the Government in
2001.The grant, which increased by over 8%
in 2000, was increased by a further 5% in
2001 to £13.604 million.

Having regard to the significant level of funds
on hand towards the end of the year, largely
a carry-over of funds from previous years, the
Board decided not to seek payment of the
full amount of the grant for 2001. The
amount actually received was the level of
funding that was necessary to cover the full
year’s cost of legal aid services.

(b) Refugee Legal Service
Exchequer funding for the RLS increased
substantially in 2001- to £8.1 million -
compared to £ million in 2000.This increased
funding was provided to enable the Board to
fulfil its commitments on the expansion of the
service in 2001. Actual expenditure by the
RLS in 2001, at £6.4 million, was below the
initial allocation, largely because of a decision
to delay the recruitment of the approved level
of staff and the acquisition of accommodation,
because the level of demand that materialised
was less than originally anticipated.

(c) Contributions
Persons who are provided with legal services
pay a contribution related to their income
and, in some cases, their capital resources.
The minimum contribution is £4 for legal
advice and £23 for representation in
court. This minimum contribution can be

waived in cases of hardship. Receipts from

contributions increased by 28% in 2001 due
to the increasing number of persons paying
above the minimum contribution.

(d) Recovery of costs

The Board may recover the cost of providing

legal services from:

(i) the other party to a dispute either as a
result of a court order or as part of an
agreement to settle a dispute; or

(i) from the legally-aided person out of
monies/property received by the person as
a result of the provision of legal services.

The amount of costs recovered can vary
significantly from year to year, especially if a
legally-aided person obtains an award for
costs in a case in which the other party is in a
position to meet the costs. This does not
generally arise in family law cases, which form
the bulk of the Board’s caseload.

The level of costs recovered in 2001 was
similar to 2000.

Expenditure

The following graph shows a breakdown of
expenditure by the Board over the past three
years.

Expenditure
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The following graph shows the relationship
between Oireachtas funding and the actual
expenditure over the last ten years.

£m
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It should be noted that funding and expenditure
for the RLS is included in the above figures for the
years 2000 onwards.

The following are comments on the major items
of expenditure shown in the 2001 financial
statements :

1) Salaries
The increase of about £2,834,000
(approximately 44%) in expenditure on
employee costs in 2001 is accounted for by the
increase in the number of Refugee Legal
Service staff (whose numbers increased from
39 to 115), and standard increases arising from
annual increments and national wage
agreements. It also includes the cost of
engaging a number of temporary contract
solicitors and clerical support staff to cover for

absences such as maternity leave, sick leave etc.

Note 4 to the accounts gives particulars of
employee numbers and costs and shows that
the Board had 410 sanctioned posts at

31 December 2001, including RLS staff.
Numbers employed increased from 333 at 31
December 2000 to 411 at 31 December 2001.

2) Accommodation
In addition to the costs incurred in the upkeep
of 34 premises around the country, the Board
incurred costs in the fit-out of relocated
premises and the refurbishment of existing
centres.
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3) Legal fees and expenses
There are a number of differing elements
covered in this heading - see Note 6 to the
accounts - and comment is provided on each
of the various headings comprising the total as
follows:

(i) Counsel fees
Expenditure on counsel fees increased by
over £340,000, or 22%. This reflects the
cost of a higher proportion of certificates,
issued in 2000 and 2001, at the increased
rate negotiated with the Bar Council, as
well as fees for representation in Judicial
Review cases taken by the RLS.The
following table shows counsel fees and the
number of cases in which legal aid
certificates were granted in the Circuit and
High Courts over the past six years.

1996 1,883 685,000

1997 2,839 1,007,000
1998 2,862 1,079,000
1999 2,897 1,593,000
2000 2,774 1,572,000
2001 2,404 1,912,000

(ii) Legal fees — expenses
Legal fees are the fees incurred by the
Board in providing a civil legal aid and
advice service to members of the public.
They include, in particular, expenditure on
expert, professional and lay witnesses who
are engaged in legally aided cases.

(iii) Private Practitioners Scheme
Expenditure in 2001 on the private
practitioners scheme was £546,000, as
compared with £178,000 in 2000.This
arose from the extension of the District
Court scheme on a nationwide basis in
2000 leading to an increased number of



cases being dealt with, as well as from an
increase in the level of fees paid.

(iv) Other professional fees
Costs under this heading relate to the
engagement by the Board of professionals
to provide independent legal advice to the
Board and to assist in the acquisition and
fit-out of new premises.

(v) Other expenses
Solicitors employed by the Legal Aid Board
must have a practising certificate, which is
issued by the Law Society.The cost of
these certificates in 2001 totalled almost
£147,000. Also included under this heading
is expenditure on training and annual
membership subscriptions.

Cash at Bank and on Hand

The Balance Sheet shows that the Board had over
£2.6 million on hand at the end of 2001.This
excludes the final instalment of £1.Im of the
grant-in-aid, which was not drawn down, in line
with advice from the Office of the Comptroller
and Auditor General, in order to minimise the
amount of funds on hand at the year end.There
were a number of projects which had commenced
in 2001 which were not finalised and resulted in
funds being carried over to 2002.These included
IT projects, law centre fit-outs, management and
PMDS training which could not be completed
before the end of the year and costs incurred
under the Circuit Court Private Practitioner pilot
scheme. Monies also had to be available to provide
for a number of rent reviews outstanding and VAT
due on leases taken out in 2001 ,which were not
invoiced by the end of the year.

Monies totalling £607,000 were held on behalf of
clients. It will be seen from Note || to the
accounts that the throughput of client funds in
2001 was over £4.9 million.This arises from cases
where, as a result of legal advice or representation
in court, clients received monies either from the
other party or from the disposal of property. All
such monies are initially lodged to the Legal Aid
Client Fund Account before being returned to
clients less, in some cases, an amount in respect of

costs incurred by the Board in providing legal
services.

Creditors and accruals at 3| December amounted
to almost £1,121,000 and included £277,187
which was payable to the Revenue Commissioners
in respect of PAYE/PRSI and £172,576 in respect
of Professional Service Withholding Tax.

Prompt Payment of Accounts Act, 1997

The Prompt Payment of Accounts Act, 1997 came
into effect from 2 January 1998. Section 4 of that
Act requires the Board to pay for the supply of
goods or services by the "prescribed payment
date". The prescribed payment date is currently 45
days after the receipt of an invoice or a lesser
period as may be specified in a written contract. If
the Board fails to make payment by the prescribed
payment date interest shall be payable to the
supplier.

Extensive procedures were introduced in order to
ensure that the Board complied in all material
respects with the requirements of the Prompt
Payment of Accounts Act, 1997.

Monthly reports of incidences of interest being
incurred are reviewed by management and
corrective action taken as necessary to ensure
both compliance with the Act and to minimise the
incurring of late payment interest in subsequent
periods.

The total amount of late payment interest paid to
suppliers of goods and services during 2001
amounted to £1,585 (£1,971 in 2000) which
represents 0.01% (0.03% in 2000) of all relevant
payments.

There were |18 instances of late payments during
the year where the amount payable was in excess
of £250 (220 in 2000). The total value of these
payments was £92,461 and the average length of
delay on these payments was 28 days (33 in 2000).
Late payments constituted 1.38% (3.38% in 2000)
in monetary terms of total payments.

29



APPENDICES




LEGAL AID BOARD

APPENDIX |
LEGAL AID FUND

REPORT OF THE
COMPTROLLER AND
AUDITOR GENERAL FOR
PRESENTATION TO THE
HOUSES OF THE
OIREACHTAS

| have audited the financial statements on pages 35
to 44 under Section 5 of the Comptroller and
Auditor General (Amendment) Act, 1993.

Respective Responsibilities of the Board
and the Comptroller and Auditor
General

The accounting responsibilities of the Legal Aid
Board are set out in the Statement of Board
Responsibilities on page 45. It is my responsibility,
based on my audit, to form an independent opin-
ion on the financial statements presented to me
by the Board and to report on them.

Basis of Audit Opinion

In the exercise of my function as Comptroller and
Auditor General, | conducted my audit of the
financial statements in accordance with auditing
standards issued by the Auditing Practices Board
and by reference to the special considerations
which attach to State bodies in relation to their
management and operation.

An audit includes examination, on a test basis, of
evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures
in the financial statements. It also includes an
assessment of the significant estimates and judg-
ments made in the preparation of the financial
statements, and of whether the accounting policies
are appropriate to the Fund’s circumstances, con-
sistently applied and adequately disclosed.
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| planned and performed my audit so as to obtain
all the information and explanations that | consid-
ered necessary to provide me with sufficient evi-
dence to give reasonable assurance that the finan-
cial statements are free from material misstate-
ment whether caused by fraud or other irregulari-
ty or error. In forming my opinion | also evaluated
the overall adequacy of the presentation of infor-
mation in the financial statements.

Pension costs

Without qualifying my opinion, | draw attention to
note |6 to the financial statements which explains
why the Board was unable to comply with the dis-
closure requirements of FRS 17.

Opinion

In my opinion, proper books of account have been
kept by the Board and the financial statements,
which are in agreement with them, give a true and
fair view of the state of affairs of the Legal Aid
Fund at 3| December 2001 and of its income and
expenditure and cash flow for the year then
ended.

John Purcell

Comptroller and Auditor General

3 December 2002
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STATEMENT OF BOARD
RESPONSIBILITIES

Section 20 of the Civil Legal Aid Act, 1995 requires
the Board to keep, in such form as may be
approved by the Minister for Justice, Equality and
Law Reform, with the consent of the Minister for
Finance, all proper and usual accounts of any mon-
eys received or expended by it. In preparing those
Financial Statements, the Board is required to:

. select suitable accounting policies and then
apply them consistently,

« make judgements and estimates that are
reasonable and prudent,

« prepare the financial statements on the going
concern basis unless it is inappropriate to
presume that the Fund will continue in
operation,

. state whether applicable accounting standards
have been followed, subject to any material
departures disclosed and explained in the
financial statements.

The Board is responsible for keeping proper
books of account which disclose with reasonable
accuracy at any time the financial position of the
Fund and which enable it to ensure that the
Financial Statements comply with Section 20 of
the Act. The Board is also responsible for
safeguarding the assets of the Fund and hence for
taking reasonable steps for the prevention and
detection of fraud and other irregularities.

S

Chairperson

Board Member /

Date 2?%/02 '
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STATEMENT OF
ACCOUNTING POLICIES 2001

General

The Legal Aid Fund which is provided for under
Section 19 of the Civil Legal Aid Act, 1995 is
managed by a Legal Aid Board appointed by the
Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform.
The Fund consists of all the financial resources of
the Board. In 2001, the Board operated out of
34 full-time centres and |3 part-time centres
throughout the country.

Basis of Accounting

The financial statements are prepared under the
accruals method of accounting, except as
indicated below, and in accordance with generally
accepted accounting principles under the
historical cost convention. Financial Reporting
Standards recommended by the recognised
accountancy bodies are adopted, as they become
operative.

State Grants

Income under this heading is accounted for on a
cash receipts basis.

Currency

The unit of currency in which the Financial
Statements are denominated is the Irish Pound.
Comparative Euro figures are disclosed for
memorandum purposes only.

Contributions from Aided Persons and
Costs Recovered

Due to the nature of this income, i.e. contribu-
tions from persons of modest means, it is
considered prudent to account for such income
on a cash receipts basis. The estimated amount
collectable at 31 December 2001 was
approximately £25,000. There were no bad debts
written off in 2001.
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Fixed Assets and Depreciation

Fixed assets are shown on the Balance Sheet at
cost less accumulated depreciation.
Depreciation, which is calculated over the useful
life of the assets using the straight line method, is
charged at the following annual rate:-

Vat on Leases, Office Furniture &
Equipment, Computer Equipment,
Premises Fit Out 20%

A half years depreciation is charged in the year of
purchase and in the year of disposal.

Capital Account

The Capital Account represents the unamortised
amount of income used to purchase fixed assets.

Superannuation

The Board operates defined benefit superannua-
tion schemes for its employees. Superannuation
entitlements arising under the schemes are paid
out of current income and are charged to the
Income and Expenditure Account in the year in
which they become payable. No provision is made
in the financial statements in respect of future
benefits. Salaries and wages are charged in the
financial statements net of employee superannua-
tion contributions.
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INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

for the year ended 31 December 2001

INCOME

State Funding

Contributions from Aided Persons

Costs Recovered
Profit/Loss on sale of assets
Other Income

Transfer to Capital Account

EXPENDITURE

Salaries and related expenses
Fees to Board Members
Accommodation and
Establishment expenses
Legal Fees and expenses
General administration
Depreciation

Audit Fee

Deficit/Surplus for Year

Opening Balance as at | January

Closing Balance as at 31 December

Note

o ~N o~ Ut

2001

£

19,219,504
339,980
368,133

401

)

9,294832
68,280

2,911,805
3,993,640
2,165,741

855,619

8,080

2001
£ €

24,403,736

431,686

467,432

509

106,074
20,011,558
(2,141,394)
17,870,164

11,802,002

86,698

3,697,230

5,070,877

2,749,924

1,086,412

10,259
19,297,997
(1,427,833)
2,690,145
1,262,312

1,602,806

2000
€ € €

17,703,332

336,287

471,597

(1,086)

85,786
25,409,437 18,595,916
(2,719,010) (240,360)
22,690,427 18,355,556

8,203,751

43,171

3,329,618

3,743,012

1,425,501

540,886

10,056
24,503,402 17,296,055
(1,812,975) 1,059,501
3,415,780 2,356,279
3,415,780

The Fund had no gains and losses in the financial year or the preceeding financial year other than those
dealt with in the Income and Expenditure Account.

The results for the year relate to continuing operations.

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Cash Flow Statement together with Notes 1 to 17 form
part of these Financial Statements

-

ﬁmm

Chairperson

Date 27//02 '

v
Chief Executive
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BALANCE SHEET
as at 31 December 2001
2001 2001 2000
Note £ £ € € € €
FIXED ASSETS 8 4,034,568 5,122,845 1,718,177
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash at Bank on Hand 2,663,323 3,381,723 4,856,628
Debtors and Prepayments 9 327,769 416,181 180,117
2,991,092 3,797,904 5,036,745
LESS CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors and Accruals 10 1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873
Clients’ Funds | 607,286 771,094 635,093
1,728,780 2,195,098 1,620,966
NET CURRENT ASSETS/

(LIABILITIES) 1,262,312 1,602,806 3,415,779
TOTAL ASSETS 5,296,880 6,725,651 5,133,956
REPRESENTED BY:

Income and Expenditure Account 1,262,312 1,602,806 3,415,780
Capital Account 3 4,034,568 5,122,845 1,718,176
5,296,880 6,725,651 5,133,956

The Statement of Accounting Policies and Cash Flow Statement together with Notes | to 17 form part of
these Financial Statements.

= fire

v
Chairperson Chief Executive

Date 27%/o2 '
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CASH FLOW STATEMENT

for the year ended 31 December 2001

2001 2001 2000
Note £ € €

Net Cash Outflow/Inflow from Operating Activities 13 1,756,236 2,229,960 1,240,753
Returns on Investment and Servicing of Finance

Interest Recieved 97,880 124,282 66,583

Interest paid on Client Settlements (18,451) (23,428) (14,961)
Investing Activities

Sale of Tangible Assets 127 923 1,812

Purchase of Tangible Assets (2,997,974) (3,806,642) (782,522)
Net Cash Outflow/Inflow (1,161,582) (1,474,905) 511,665
Decrease/Increase in Cash and Cash Equivalents 14 (1,161,582) (1,474,905) 511,665

The Statement of Accounting Policies together with Notes | to |17 form part of these Financial
Statements.

2 fire

v
Chairperson Chief Executive

Date 27%«/02 ‘
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LEGAL AID BOARD

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FORTHE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2001

I. State Funding

State Funding was received from Vote |9 - Office of the Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform

as follows:
2001 2001 2000
Subhead: £ € €
K. Oireachtas Grant-in-Aid 12,470,336 15,834,060 16,378,351
G.l Asylum Seekers Taskforce - Legal Aid* 6,749,168 8,569,676 1,324,981
19,219,504 24,403,736 17,703,332

* These grants were provided towards the expenditure incurred on the Refugee Legal Service. See Note 15

2. Other Income

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Interest received and receivable 83,212 105,658 82,939
Sundry receipts 328 416 2,847
83,540 106,074 85,786
3. Capital Account
£ £
Balance as at | January ** 1,893,174
Transfer from Income and Expenditure Account
- Income used to purchase fixed assets 2,997,013
- Amount released on disposal of fixed assets 0
- Income amortized in year in line with depreciation of assets (855,619)
2,141,394
Balance as at 31 December 4,034,568

** The opening balance has been restated to take account of Vat on Leases entered into in 2000 which had been taken to account
in the previous year's Income & Expenditure Account.
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FORTHE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2001

4. Employee Numbers and Costs
The total staff complement as approved by the Minister at 3| December 2001 was 410.The number of staff
actually employed by the Board at 31 December 2001 was 411 (2000 - 333) The average number of
employees in the Board during the year was 408 (2000 - 302). Employee and related costs were as follows:

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Salaries 8,552,779 10,859,789 7,598,815
Cost of Agency Staff and Staff on Secondment 128,278 162,879 66,323
Employer PRSI 613,775 779,333 538,613

9,294,832 11,802,002 8,203,751

5. Accommodation and Establishment Expenses

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Rents 2,018,177 2,562,556 2,457,044
Cleaning 172,719 219,307 175,901
Lighting and Heating 106,197 134,842 96,199
Maintenance - Premises 424,387 538,861 499,843
Maintenance - Equipment 190,326 241,664 100,631

2,911,805 3,697,230 3,329,618

6. Legal Fees and Expenses

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Counsel fees 1,912,312 2,428,135 1,992,755
Legal fees 751,097 953,696 663,333
Private Practitioner Scheme 545,771 692,986 226,058
Other Professional fees 400,316 508,296 500,998
Other expenses 384,145 487,764 359,928

3,993,640 5,070,877 3,743,072
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2001 2001 2000
£ € €

Stationery,Office and Training Expenses 702,681 892,221 392,003
Books and Printing 143,237 181,874 106,111
Postage and Telephone 663,246 842,148 417411
Insurance 72,813 92,453 76,222
Travel and Subsistence 583,764 141,227 433,754

2,165,741 2,749,924 1,425,501

Vat Office Equipment  Premises
on Leases Furniture & Computers  Fit Out Total
£ £ £ £ £

Balance as at 1/1/01 * 600,000 593,953 2,777,524 0 3,971,477
Acquisitions 667,500 148,075 903,405 1,278,033 2,997,013
Disposals 0 (2,500) 0 0 (2,500)
Balance as at 31/12/01 1,267,500 739,528 3,680,929 1,278,033 6,965,990
Balance as at 1/1/01 & 60,000 447815 1,570,488 0 2,078,303
Charge in Year 186,750 65,280 475,786 127,803 855,619
Disposals 0 (2,500) 0 0 (2,500)
Balance as at 31/12/01 246,750 510,595 2,046,274 127,803 2,931,422
Net Book Value as at 31/12/01 1,020,750 228,933 1,634,655 1,150,230 4,034,568
Net Book Value as at 31/12/00 * 540,000 146,138 1,207,036 0 1,893,174

* The opening balance has been restated to take account of Vat on Leases entered into in 2000 which had been taken to account
in the previous year's Income & Expenditure Account.
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Vat Office Equipment  Premises

on Leases Furniture & Computers  Fit Out Total
€ € € € €
Balance as at 1/1/01 * 761,843 754,165 3,526,728 0 5,042,736
Acquisitions 847,550 188,016 1,147,088 1,622,767 3,805,421
Disposals 0 (3,174) 0 0 (3,174)
Balance as at 31/12/01 1,609,393 939,007 4,673,816 1,622,767 8,844,983
Balance as at 1/1/01 * 76,184 568,608 1,994,108 0 2,638,900
Charge in Year 237,124 82,889 604,124 162,277 1,086,412
Disposals 0 (3,174) 0 0 (3,174)
Balance as at 31/12/01 313,308 648,322 2,598,232 162,277 3,722,138
Net Book Value as at 31/12/01 1,296,085 290,685 2,075,584 1,460,491 5,122,845
Net Book Value as at 31/12/00 * 685,659 185,556 1,532,621 0 2,403,835

*The opening balance has been restated to take account of Vat on Leases entered into in 2000 which had been taken to account
in the previous year's Income & Expenditure Account.

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Debtors - Deposit Interest 77,037 97,817 86,097
Prepayments
- Rent 89,730 113,934 48,656
- Insurance 85,426 108,469 23,065
- Wages & Salaries 34,455 43,749 0
- Other 41,121 52,213 22,299
327,769 416,181 180,117
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NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FORTHE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2001

10. Creditors and Accruals

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Amounts falling due within one year:
Creditors & Accruals 1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873
1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873

Included in Creditors at 31 December 2001, is a sum of £172,576 in respect of Withholding Tax on Counsel, Legal and other
Professional fees and £277,187 in respect of PAYE and PRSI.

Il. Clients' Funds
These funds represent the gross amounts plus interest accrued, which were held by the Board at 31

December 2001 on foot of awards or settlements made in favour of clients represented by the Board.
The Board may recover therefrom the total cost of providing such legal services and the balance is paid to

the persons represented.

£ €
Client funds held at | January 491,898 624,582
Add  Awards/settlements received during 2001 5,029,596 6,386,270
Less Settlements paid out including interest allowed and costs recovered 4,926,733 6,255,660
Client funds held at 31 December 594,761 755,191
Interest accruing on Client Funds held 12,525 15,903
Total due to Clients 607,286 771,094

12. Commitments under Operating Leases
The Board occupies premises at St. Stephen's Green House, Dublin 2 and operates out of 34 other

Centres throughout the country. The Board is committed to pay rent of £1,865,780 (€2,369,052) during
2002 in respect of leases expiring as follows:

£ €
2002 4,700 5,968
2003-2007 21,000 26,664
2008 onwards 1,840,080 2,336,420
Total 1,865,780 2,369,052
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I13. Reconciliation of Surplus for Year to cash from Operating Activities

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Deficit / Surplus for Year (1,427,833)  (1,812,974) 1,059,501
Adjustment for Non-Operating Items
Bank Interest Receivable (83,212) (105,657) (82,939)
Profit/Loss on Disposal of Fixed Assets (401) (509) 1,086
Movement on Capital Account 2,141,394 2,719,010 240,360
Adjustment for Non-Cash Items
Depreciation 855,619 1,086,412 540,884
(Increase)/Decrease in Debtors (176,685) (224,344) 754,552
Increase/(Decrease) in Creditors 447,354 568,022  (1,272,691)
1,756,236 2,229,960 1,240,753
14. Movement of Cash and Cash Equivalents
2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Balance at | January 3,824,905 4,856,628 4,344,962
Net Cash Outflow/Inflow (1,161,582)  (1,474,905) 511,665
Balance at 31 December 2,663,323 3,381,723 4,856,627
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2001 2001 2000

£ € €

Expenditure and Income relating to the Refugee Legal Service
are included in the Financial Statements under the following
headings.
Salaries and Wages 1,692,943 2,149,595 862,131
Vat on leases 600,000 761,843 761,843
Other Accommodation Expenses 1,265,839 1,607,284 283,526
Legal Fees and Professional fees 871,691 1,106,819 429,487
General Administration 339,364 430,903 88,073
Fixed Assets 1,670,282 2,120,820 -

6,440,118 8,177,264 2,425,060
Less contributions from legally-aided persons (41,960) (53,278) (54,736)
Total Net expenditure in the year 6,398,159 8,123,986 2,370,324

For accounting periods ending on or after 22 June 2005 Financial Reporting Standard |17 will require
financial statements to reflect at fair value the assets and liabilities arising from an employer's super
annuation obligations and any related funding and to recognise the costs of providing superannuation
benefits in the accounting periods in which they are earned by employees. As a transitional measure
the Standard requires that the present value of schemes liabilities be disclosed in the notes to the
2001 financial statements. In 2001, the Board was not in a position to comply with the requirements
of FRS 17 as it did not obtain an actuarial valuation of the schemes' liabilities. The Board has taken

steps to ensure that it will be able to comply with the requirements of the Standard in future years.

The Financial Statements were approved by the Board on November 21st, 2002
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APPENDIX 2
STATISTICS FOR 2001

TABLE I:Analysis of Applications dealt with in 2001

No of persons provided No of persons given legal No of persons given legal advice
with legal services advice only and representation
(i.e., legal aid certificates)
2000 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000
14,214 14,382 9,151 9,411 5,063 4,971 ‘

TABLE Ia :Analysis of Applications dealt with by Refugee Legal Service 2001

No of persons provided No of persons given legal No of persons given legal advice
with legal services advice only and representation
(i.e., legal aid certificates)

2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000
4,520 3,424 1,705 1,198 2,815 2,226 ‘

TABLE 2 : Analysis of Legal Aid Certificate by Court

Centres 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000

Family Law 1,469 1,257 2,000 2,493 60 111 0 2 3529 3,863
Other 16 17 46 48 41 118 0 2 103 185
Private

Practitioners 1,174 923 257 0 0 0 0 0 1,431 923
Total 2,659 2,197 2,303 2,54| 101 229 0 4 5063 49
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TABLE 3

(a) Family Law Cases

Law Centres

Proceedings District Circuit High Supreme Total
Court Court Court Court
Barring 458 10 0 0 468
Safety Order 181 | 0 0 182
Access 229 2] I 0 251
Custody 169 I 2 0 182
Maintenance 360 29 I 0 390
Child Care 171 24 7 0 202
Guardianship 119 7 0 0 126
Judicial Separation 0 820 10 0 830
Divorce 0 991 19 0 1,010
Injunction 2 41 0 0 43
Nullity 0 23 0 0 23
Child Abduction 0 0 34 0 34
Adoption 0 | I 0 2
Wardship | 5 5 0 I
Domestic Violence 187 0 0 0 187
Paternity 0 7 I 0 8
Protection 13 0 0 0 13
Marital Status 0 | 0 0 I
Partition Act 0 6 0 0 6
Family 0 14 0 0 14
Miscellaneous 9 0 0 0 9
Total 1,899 2,012 ] 0 3,992
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Proceedings

Barring Order

Safety/Protection
Order

Access

Custody
Maintenance
Guardianship
Judicial Separation
Divorce

Other

TOTAL

Proceedings

Tort

Contract
Employer/Employee
Debt

Landlord and Tenant
Miscellaneous

RLS Judicial Review
Total

District Circuit
Court Court
43| 0
383 0
452 0
206 0
344 0
204 0
0 133
0 124
16 0
2,036 256

District Circuit

Court Court

I 13

3 7

0 I

3 5

6 4

4 8

0 0

17 38

High
Court
0

O O O ©O © O o o o

High
Court

Supreme Total

Court 2001

0 431

0 383

0 452

0 206

0 344

0 204

0 133

0 124

0 6

0 2,293

Supreme
Court
12 0
I 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
21 0
143 0
177 0

Total
2000

463

102
248
110
239

77

1,239

Total

26
I

10
33
143
232
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APPENDIX 3 - LAW CENTRES

Full-time Law Centres

LAW CENTRE MANAGING SOLICITOR

CAVAN

Newcourt Shopping Centre, Church Street, Cavan

Tel: (049) 4331110  Fax: (049) 4331304

CLARE
Unit 6A, Merchant’s Square, Ennis, Co Clare
Tel: (065) 6821929 Fax: (065) 6821939

CORK
North Quay House, Popes Quay, Cork
Tel: (021) 551 686 Fax: (021) 551 690

IA South Mall, Cork
Tel: (021) 275 998 Fax: (021) 276 927

DONEGAL

Houston House, Main Street, Letterkenny
Co Donegal

Tel: (074) 26177 Fax: (074) 26086

DUBLIN
45 Lower Gardiner Street, Dublin |
Tel: (01) 874 5440 Fax: (01) 874 6896

9 Lower Ormond Quay, Dublin |
Tel: (01) 872 4133 Fax: (01) 872 4937

Tower Centre, Clondalkin Village, Dublin 22
Tel: (01) 457 6011 Fax: (01) 457 6007

Village Green, Tallaght, Dublin 24
Tel: (01) 451 1519 Fax: (01) 451 7989

44/49 Main Street, Finglas, Dublin | |
Tel: (01) 864 0314 Fax: (01) 864 0362

48/49 North Brunswick Street, Georges Lane,
Dublin 7
Tel: (01) 646 9700 Fax: (01) 646 9799

Unit 6-8, Business Centre, Clonsilla Road,
Blanchardstown, Dublin 15
Tel: (01) 820 0455 Fax: (01) 820 0450

GALWAY
Francis Street, Galway
Tel: (091) 561 650 Fax: (091) 563 825

KERRY

| Day Place, Tralee, Co Kerry
Tel: (066) 7126900 Fax: (066) 7123631
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Mary Cuffe

Betty Dineen

Brian Sheridan

Geraldine O’Connor

Kevin Liston

Gerard Kirwan

Hugh Cunniam

Pauline Corcoran

John Weston

Ray Finucane

Marie Quirke

Mary Griffin

Carol Ann Coolican
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LAW CENTRE MANAGING SOLICITOR

KILDARE
Canning Place, Newbridge, Co Kildare
Tel: (045) 435 777 Fax: (045) 435 766

KILKENNY
Maudlin Street, Kilkenny
Tel: (056) 61611 Fax: (056) 61562

LAOIS
Unit 6A, Bridge Street, Portlaoise, Co Laois
Tel: (0502) 61366 Fax: (0502) 61362

LIMERICK
Lock Quay, Limerick
Tel: (061) 314 599 Fax: (061) 318 330

LONGFORD

Credit Union Courtyard, 50A Main Street,
Longford

Tel: (043) 47590 Fax: (043) 47594

LOUTH
The Laurels, Dundalk, Co Louth
Tel: (042) 9330448 Fax: (042) 9330991

MAYO
Humbert Hall, Main Street, Castlebar, Co Mayo
Tel: (094) 24334 Fax: (094) 23721

MEATH
Kennedy Road, Navan, Co Meath
Tel: (046) 72515 Fax: (046) 72519

MONAGHAN
Alma House, The Diamond, Monaghan
Tel: (047) 84888 Fax: (047) 84879

OFFALY
Harbour Street, Tullamore
Tel: (0506) 51177 Fax: (0506) 51544

SLIGO
Bridgewater House, Rockwood Parade,

Thomas Street, Sligo
Tel: (071) 61670 Fax: (071) 61681

TIPPERARY
Friarscourt, Nenagh, Co Tipperary
Tel: (067) 34181 Fax: (067) 34083

WATERFORD
Canada House, Canada Street, Waterford
Tel: (051) 855 814 Fax: (051) 871 237

WESTMEATH
Northgate Street, Athlone, Co Westmeath
Tel: (0902) 74694 Fax: (0902) 72160

Maeve Slattery

Niall Murphy

Marie Ni Cruadhlaoich

Fergal Rooney

Eugene Kelly

Deirdre McMichael

Tom O’ Mahony

Vivienne Crowe

Stephanie Coggans

Helen O’Reilly

Fiona McGuire

Josephine Fair

Aidan Lynch

Phil O’Laoide
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LAW CENTRE MANAGING SOLICITOR

WEXFORD

Unit 8, Redmond Square, Wexford Shane Dooley
Tel: (053) 22622 Fax: (053) 24927

WICKLOW

Bridge Street, Wicklow Barbara Smyth

Tel: (0404) 66166 Fax: (0404) 66197

REFUGEE LEGAL SERVICE
48/49 North Brunswick Street, George’s Lane, Dublin 7
Tel: (1) 646 9600 Fax: (01) 671 0200

Montague Court, 7-11 Montague Street, Dublin 2 L Frank Caffrey, John McDaid, Grainne Brophy
Tel: (01) 476 0265 Fax: (01) 476 0271

Timberlay House,
79/83 Lower Mount Street, Dublin 2
Tel: (1) 631 0800 Fax: (01) 661 5011
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Part-time Law Centres

LOCATION and TELEPHONE OPEN ON LAW CENTRE
CARLOW
St. Catherine’s Social Services Centre, First and Third Kilkenny

St. Joseph’s Road, Carlow.
Tel: (0503) 31354

Friday of every
month

CLARE

Kilrush Community Centre, Fourth Wednesday Clare
Toler Street, Kilrush. of every month

DONEGAL

The Courthouse, Donegal Town. First Friday of Donegal
Tel: (074) 26177 every month

KERRY

Killarney Community Services Every Friday Kerry
57 High Street, Killarney morning

Tel: (066) 7126900

LEITRIM

North Western Health Board, First Wednesday Longford

Leitrim Road, Carrick-on-Shannon.
Tel: (043) 47590

LOUTH
Drogheda Community Services

Centre, Fair Street, Drogheda
Tel: (041) 36084/33490

of every month

First & Second
Tuesday of every
month

Ormond Quay,
Dublin

MAYO

Ballina Community Centre, First Monday Mayo
Teeling Street, Ballina of every month

Tel: (094) 24334

Health Centre,

Knock Road, Ballyhaunis Fourth Tuesday Galway
Tel: (091) 561650 of every month

ROSCOMMON

Citizens Information Centre, First Monday Sligo
Patrick Street, Boyle of every month

Tel: (071) 61670

TIPPERARY

Thurles Community Social Services, Second Tuesday Tipperary
Rossa Street, Thurles. of every month

Tel: (067) 34181

Citizen’s Information Centre, First, Second & Tipperary
14 Wellington Street, Clonmel. Third Monday of

Tel: (052) 22267 every month

WESTMEATH

Enterprise Centre, Last Friday Westmeath

Bishopgate Street, Mullingar
Tel: (0902) 74694

of every month

51



The applicable criteria for assessing financial
eligibility are contained in Section 29 of the Civil
Legal Aid Act, 1995 and in Part 5 of the Civil Legal
Aid Regulations, 1996, as amended by the Civil
Legal Aid Regulations, 2002. The figures shown
below became operative on |st February 2002.

The present eligibility limit is €13,000 per annum
disposable income. Disposable income is the
income that remains after various deductions have
been made in respect of dependants,
accommodation costs, income tax, social
insurance, etc.

A person whose disposable income does not
exceed €8,300 per annum is required to pay a

contribution of €6 for legal advice and €35 for
legal aid.

Where the disposable income exceeds €8,300 per
annum, a person is required to pay a larger

contribution up to a maximum of €1,210. In such
cases the contribution is calculated as follows: -

Legal Advice -

one tenth of the difference between disposable
income and €8,300, subject to a minimum
contribution of €6 and a maximum of €100;

Legal Aid -
€35 plus one quarter of the difference between
disposable income and €8,300.

If it becomes necessary to go to court, the value
of the applicant's capital resources (e.g., house,
land, money in a bank, car) are also taken into
account and a capital contribution may be payable.
However, capital contributions arise only in a
minority of cases.

The maximum allowances for the purpose of
calculating the disposable income of applicants for
legal services are as follows:-

52

Allowances: €

Applicant’s spouse 1,900
Dependent child 1,100
Accommodation costs 4,900
Childcare expenses 1,100
Income tax Full amount
Social Insurance Full amount
Ex Gratia payments 1,040

The following are some actual examples of the
operation of the means test in the case of married
persons with dependants and certain outgoings.

Married Person with two children on a gross

income of €18,067 where the spouse is not a
dependant.

€

Income 18,067
Less allowances: €
2 children 2,200
PR.S.I. 762
Income Tax 917

Accommodation Costs 4,900 8.779

Disposable income 9,288

Contribution : €282



Single Person with four children on a gross

income of €13,565 and Lone Parent Allowance of

€10,192.
€
Income 23,757
Less allowances €
4 children 4,400
Child care 1,040
Accommodation Costs 3,840
PR.S.I 746
PA.YE. 1,147 11,173
Disposable income 12,584

Contribution : €1,106

Single person with three children on a gross

income of €11,458 and Lone Parent Allowance of

€7,108.
€
Income 18,566
Less allowances €
3 children 3,300
Accommodation costs 4,900
Child Care 2,200 10,400
Disposable income 8,166

Contribution: €35

Married person with one child on a gross income

of €17,620 where the spouse is not a dependant.

€

Income 17,620
Less allowances: €
| child 1,100
Accommodation costs 4,900
PR.S.I. 458

PA.Y.E. 1,389 7.847

Disposable income 9,773

Contribution : €403
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INFORMATION LEAFLETS AVAILABLE
FROM THE LEGAL AID BOARD

Leaflet No. | Civil Legal Aid

Leaflet No. 2 Family Law General
Leaflet No. 3 Separation

Leaflet No. 4 Divorce

Leaflet No. 5 Nullity

Leaflet No. 6 Maintenance

Leaflet No. 7 Domestic Violence
Leaflet No. 8 Children and Family Law
Leaflet No. 9 Wills and Inheritance
Leaflet No. 10 Customer Care and

Complaints Procedure

Leaflet No. 11 Applying for Legal
Services

Leaflet No. 12 Withdrawal of Legal
Services

Leaflet No. I3 Financial Eligibility
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AN BORD UM CHUNAMH DLITHIUIL

REAMHRA

Seo i mo chéad Thuarascail Bhliantdil mar
Chathaoirleach ar an mBord um Chdnamh
Dlithitil agus baineann si leis an mbliain 2001. Ta
an chreiditint as an méid a chuir an Bord i gcrich
sa tréimhse sin ag dul cuid mhoér do mo
réamhtheachtai Ms. Clare Connellan agus a
comhghleacaithe a d’fhag oifig i mi Dheireadh
Foémhair 2001.

Sa bhliain 2001, ba é lion iomlan na ndaoine ar
cuireadh seirbhisi dlithiala ar fail déibh na 18,700 i
gcomortas le 17,800 i 2000. Astu sin, chuir an
tSeirbhis Dli do Dhideanaithe (RLS) seirbhisi ar
fail do 4,500.

Cuireadh leibhéal sastil maoinithe ar fail do 30
ionad dli an Bhoird leis an méadu a rinneadh ar an
deontas i gcabhair 6 £12.899 millidn (€16.378 mil-
litin) sa bhliain 2000 go dti £13.604 millitn
(€17.274). Bhi an t-athru ar an solathar don RLS
substaintidil, agus méadu déanta ar an maoinit 6
£1 millidn go dti £8.1 millian. Uséideadh cuid den
mhaoinit sin le hoifigi nua a bhunt don RLS i
mBaile Atha Cliath, i gCorcaigh agus i nGaillimh.
Ba mhaith liom mo bhuiochas a ghabhdil leis an
Aire DIi agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchoirithe Dli agus a chuid oifigeach as a
dtacaiocht leaninach 6 thaobh acmhainni de.

Sa bhliain 2001, bhog an Bord roinnt de rannéga
na hArdoifige chuig céiriocht shealadach i gCathair
Saidhbhin, de réir théarmai chinneadh an Rialtais
go ndéanfai Ardoifig an Bhoird a dhilard. Ag an am
céanna bhi obair ag dul ar aghaidh ar na
buanoifigi nua ar an mbaile, a criochnaiodh roimh
dheireadh na bliana. Criochnaiodh an t-aistriG i mi
Feabhra 2002 nuair a bhog an chuid deiridh den
fhoireann go Cathair Saidhbhin.

Mar chuid den chur chuige iomldn atd againn i leith
riar corpardideach, ta baill an Bhoird tiomnaithe go
hiomlan do chur chun cinn éifeachtach an chlair
athraithe bainistiochta a thionscnaigh an Bord a
thdinig rompu. Sa chomhthéacs seo, feiceann an
Bord feidhmiu éifeachtach Choéras nua
Bainistiochta agus Forbartha Feidhmitchain na
hEarnala Poibli (PMDS) mar riachtanas rithab-
hachtach 6 cheann ceann na heagraiochta a bhfuil

2

sochair shoiléire ann don Bhord, da fhoireann agus
do chliaint an Bhoird.

Is eol don Bhord gur aithin an Suirbhé ar an
Aeriid Eagraiochtuil, a rinneadh mar chuid den
chlar forbartha bainistiochta d’aturnaetha bain-
istiochta agus do bhainisteoiri sinsearacha eile sa
Bhord, go bhfuil ga le nios mé soiléireachta ar na
caighdedin agus ar na leibhéil feidhmitichain a bhfuil
stil leo. Creideann an Bord gur uirlis
chumhachtach é PMDS chun dul i ngleic le rudai a
aithniodh sa Suirbhé agus chun cinnireacht laidir a
sholathar i rith a théarma oifige.

Mar chrioch ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabhail
leis an mBord a thdinig romhainn agus tdim ag
tnuth le bheith ag obair le mo chomhghleacaithe
sa Bhord reatha agus le bainistiocht agus foireann
an Bhoird, d’fhonn ciiliocht na seirbhise agus an
fhail ata uirthi a fheabhst go leantnach.

Eamon Leahy A.S.
Mean Fémbhair 2002
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Déanann an Bord um Chunamh Dlithidil riaradh ar
chinamh dlithidil sibhialta de réir théarmai an
Achta um Chunamh Dlithitil Sibhialta, 1995, agus
na Rialachdin ata déanta faoin Acht. Is féidir, faoin
Acht, cinamh dlithitil agus comhairle dhlithitil a
sholathar i gcdsanna sibhialta do dhaoine a
shédsaionn na tastilacha maidir le inchailitheacht
airgeadais agus tuillteanas ata leagtha sios san Acht
agus sna Rialachain.Ta solathar san Acht freisin
maidir le heolas a chur ar fail faoi sheirbhisi an
Bhoird agus an fhail atd orthu.

Ta cinamh dlithidil ionadaiochta ar fail d’imeachtai
sa Chuirt Duiche, sa Chuirt Chuarda, san
Ardchutirt agus sa Chuirt Uachtarach, agus freisin
d’imeachtai os comhair Chuirt Bhreithitnais na
hEorpa. Nil cinamh dlithitil sibhialta ar fail do
stitradh imeachtai os comhair bhinse riarachain,
ach amhain d’achomharc in aghaidh didltd stadais
dideanai. Is féidir comhairle agus ciinamh dlithidil
a chur ar fail, afach, do dhaoine ata pairteach in
imeachtai os comhair bhinse ar bith.

Is i an fheidhm ata leis an mBord um Chunamh
Dlithitil na seirbhisi aturnaetha agus, mas ga, seirb-
hisi abhcdidi a sholathar do dhaoine inchailithe.
Solathraitear cinamh agus comhairle dhlithiuil, go
priomha, tri ionaid dli ag aturnaetha ata i bhfos-
taiocht lanaimseartha an Bhoird. Ta gréasan
naisiunta d’ionaid dli ag an mBord, 30 ionad
lanaimseartha agus |12 ionad pairtaimseartha, ar
fud na tire. Cuirtear seirbhisi abhcoéide ar fail de
réir théarmai an chomhaontaithe atd idir
Chombhairle Bharra na hEireann agus an Bord.

Fostaionn an Bord aturnaetha i gcleachtais phriob-
haideacha chun seirbhis dhlithitil comhlantach a
sholathar i gcomhar leis an tseirbhis éna hionaid
dli i gcasanna airithe dli teaghlaigh sa Chuirt
Duiche mar ata, foréigean teaghlaigh, cothabhiil
agus coimead/rochtain. Cabhraionn sé seo leis an
mBord seirbhis a chur ar fiil do gach iarratasoéir
laistigh de thréimhse réastnta ama. | mi na
Bealtaine 2001, thug an Bord tionscadal piolétach
dha bhliana isteach faoina n-Usdidtear aturnaetha
priobhdideacha i gcasanna colscartha agus
idirscartha bhreithiunaigh sa Chuirt Chuarda, agus
ta torthai an tionscadail 4 meas.

Ta seirbhis thiomnaithe ar a dtugtar An tSeirbhis
Dli do Dhideanaithe (RLS) & feidhmit ag an mBord
freisin chun combhairle agus ciinamh dlithidil a
sholathar d’iarratasoéiri tearmainn ag gach céim
den phroiseas tearmainn, ionadaiocht os comhair
an Bhinse Achomhairc Dideanaithe san direamh.

Foilsionn an Bord roinnt bileog eolais maidir leis
na seirbhisi a chuireann sé ar fail. Cuireann na tri
cinn déag de bhileoga eolais ata foilsithe go data
eolas ginearalta ar fail, i gcaint neamhdhlithidil, ar
réimse leigheasanna dli teaghlaigh a bhfuil fail
orthu faoi lathair. Ta na bileoga eolais ar fail in
ionaid dli an Bhoird mar aon le offigi ctirte agus
lonaid Eolais Saoranach ar fud na tire. Ta forbairt
a dhéanamh faoi lathair ar bhileoga eolais ar
sheirbhisi eile a chuireann an Bord ar fail, an
tseirbhis nua do ghearanaithe i gcasanna éignithe
san aireamh.

loctar as an gcaiteachas a bhionn ar an mBord i
bhfeidhmit a chuid seirbhisi as an gCiste Canaimh
Dhlithitil. Cuimsionn an ciste seo Deontas i
gCabhair 6n Roinn Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais
agus Athchdirithe Dli, ranniocaiochtai 6 dhaoine ar
tugadh cinamh doibh agus ioncam eile, maoiniu
sainitil 6n Oireachtas don RLS san aireamh.

Bhi roinnt forbairti suntasacha i rith na tréimhse
ata faoi athbhreithniu, agus bhiodar seo a leanas ar
na cinn ba thabhachtai:-

o Méadaiodh Deontas i gCabhair an Bhoird de
5.5%, 6 £12.899 milliun (€16.378 milliun) sa

bhliain 2000 go £13.604 milliin (€17.274) sa
bhliain 2001;

o M¢éadaiodh an maoinit don tSeirbhis Dli do
Dhideanaithe 6 £1 millian (1.27 millian) sa

bhliain 2000 go £8.1 milliun (€10.28 milliin) sa
bhliain 2001;

e Chuir an Bord seirbhisi dlithidla ar fail do
bheagin os cionn 18,700 duine sa bhliain 2001 i
gcomortas le 17,800 sa bhliain 2000;

- Chuir na hionaid dli seirbhisi ar fail do
12,800 duine;
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- Chuir Scéim na gCleachtéiri Priobhaideacha
seirbhisi ar fail do 1,400 sa Chuirt Duiche
agus sa Chuirt Chuarda, agus

- Chuir an RLS seirbhisi dlithiala ar fail do
4,500 iarratasdiri tearmainn;

o Laghdaiodh na tréimhsi feithimh don chéad
choinne le haturnae i 19 ionad dli;

o Laghdaiodh na tréimhsi feithimh go tri mhi né
nios G don chéad choinne le haturnae i 17
ionad dli;

o Laghdaiodh lion na ndaoine a bhi ag feitheamh
leis an gcéad choinne le haturnae de aon trian,
6 thart ar 2,200 i mi na Nollag 2000 go 1,500
ag deireadh mhi na Nollag 2001;

¢ | mi na Bealtaine 2001, cuireadh Scéim
Phiolétach Cuirte Cuarda i bhfeidhm i ndeich
lathair ar fud na tire le go bhféadfadh
cleachtéiri priobhaideacha ionadaiocht a
dhéanamh do chliaint i gcasanna colscartha agus
idirscartha bhreithiunaigh;

e Chuir An tAcht um Chiontdiri Gnéis, 2001, a
thainig i bhfeidhm i mi Mhean Fombhair 2001,
leasd ar an Acht um Chunamh Dlithidil
Sibhialta, 1995, tri scéip an chinaimh dlithiuil a
leathn( le hionadaiocht dhlithitil a sholathar do
ghearanaithe i gcuinsi airithe i rith casanna
"éignithe";

o Léirigh suirbhé cliant, a reachtaladh le tuairimi
cliant a fhail faoin tseirbhis a sholathraionn an
Bord, ardleibhéal sastachta leis an tseirbhis;
reachtdilfear suirbhéanna costiil leis sin, faoin
tseirbhis a sholathraionn cleachtdiri priob

Sean O Donnchi, T.D., An tAire Dli agus Cirt Comhionannais agus
Athchéirithe Dli agus Frank Goodman, Priomhfheidhmeannach, ag
oscailt oifiguil lonaid DIi an Aonaigh.
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hiaideacha chomh maith le hionaid dli an
Bhoird, ar bhonn leantnach;

o D’oscail an Bord oifig shealadach i gCathair
Saidhbhin, Co Chiarrai chun éascaiocht a
dhéanamh do athshuiomh na hArdoifige 6
Bhaile Atha Cliath go Ciarrai.

EILEAMH AR SHEIRBHISI
DLITHIULA AG IONAID DLI

Mar a tugadh le fios cheana, aturnaetha ata
fostaithe go lanaimseartha ag an mBord, ag obair in
ionaid dli a bhunaigh an Bord, is mé a chuireann
seirbhisi dlithiala ar fail. Cabhraionn raon d’fhoire-
ann pharaidhlithidil agus riarachdin leis na hatur-
naetha san obair sin. | dteannta an lionra de 30
ionad dli lanaimseartha, cuireann foireann an
Bhoird seirbhisi dlithiala ar fail tri 12 ionad dli
pairtaimseartha. Pléitear an rél tabhachtach comh-
lantach atd ag scéim na gcleachtoiri priobhdideacha
agus ag an tseirbhis shainitil RLS i ranndga eile den
tuarascail seo.

Seirbhis tosaiochta

Feidhmionn an Bord nds imeachta trina dtugtar
tosaiocht do chatagdiri airithe casanna, mar sham-
pla, foréigean teaghlaigh, ciram leanai, fuadach
leanai agus casanna eile mar a bhfuil teorainneacha
ama i gceist. Déilediltear leis na cdsanna sin
laithreach. Ta ga lena leithéid de chéras tosaiochta
chun a chinntid, mar shampla, go gcuirtear seirbhis
ar fail gan mhoill do dhaoine a bhfuil foréigean
teaghlaigh 2 dhéanamh orthu agus do chasanna a
bhaineann le ciram leanai. Ta ga leis an tseirbhis
sin mar go bhféadfadh an t-éileamh ar sheirbhisi
dlithidla a bheith nios mé na an cumas ata ag an
mBord freagairt don éileamh sin ar an toirt.

Ina theannta san fagtar faoi bhreithitinas na n-atur-
naetha bainistiochta an tseirbhis tosaiochta a
sholathar mas doigh leo, ag cur cuinsi airithe an
chais san direamh i gcomoértas le hiarratais eile ar
an liosta feithimh, gur chéir tosaiocht faoi leith a
thabhairt d’iarrataséir airithe. Sa bhliain 2001, ba é
an lion iomlan de choinni tosaiochta a thug na
hionaid dli nd thart ar 1,500, n6 beagnach 22% den
lion iomlan coinni a tugadh do chliaint nua i rith na
bliana.



Leibhéal an éilimh ar sheirbhisi dlithidla

Neartaiodh innitlacht bhainistiochta an Bhoird
nuair a ceapadh breis foirne ag an leibhéal sinsear-
ach bainistiochta — rinneadh tagairt do sa
Tuarascail Bhliantuil 1999.

Cé gur usaideadh na hacmhainni breise bain-
istiochta sin go priomha do ghniomhaiochtai bain-
isteoireachta sainitla ag an tus, forbairt an RLS
agus athbhreithnit ar nésanna imeachta gairmiula
agus riarachain san direamh, bhiothas in ann freisin
proiseas athbhreithnithe ar ionaid dli a thosu. Ta
an Bord ag cur tus le proiseas chun critéir agus
bearta a fhorbairt a chinnteoidh luach airgid agus a
fheabhsoidh trichur agus éifeacht costais na n-
ionad dli. Tathar i mbun anailise staitistitil ar ualai
oibre agus ar aschur sna hionaid dli i gcomhar leis
an gcoras eolais bhainistiochta a bheith 4 dtabhairt
isteach, ag éiri as an bhforbairt ar chéras
riomhaireachta chun casanna agus gniomhaiochtai
eile bainistiochta.

Beidh aird faoi leith a tabhairt ag an bhfoireann
bhainistiochta ar an Tuarascail Athbhreithnithe
Caiteachais i dtaca le solathar an chinaimh
dhlithidil, a luadh i dTuarascdil na bliana seo caite
agus a criochnaiodh i rith na bliana 2001. Rinne an
Grupa Athbhreithnithe sraith moltai d’fhonn
solathar seirbhise ar chostas éifeachtach a chin-
ntid, ina measc:

o Socraithe a thabhairt isteach le
- feidhmidchan iomlan na n-ionad dli a
thomhas; agus
- cdrais nua a sholathar chun césanna a
bhainisti chun trichur na gcasanna a
uasmhéadu;

o Tabhairt faoi anailis chuimsitheach ar chostas
seirbhisi dlithidla, i gcatagdiri éagsula casanna;
agus

o Bearta sainitla d’fhonn éifeachtilacht a mhéadu.

Ta beartaithe ag an mBord dul chun cinn
suntasach a dhéanamh ar fheidhmit na moltai sin i
rith na mblianta 2002 agus 2003.

| lathair na huaire, mar chuid de chlar PMDS an
Bhoird, ta tus curtha le hathbhreithnid ar na

staitistici a bhaineann le casanna reatha in ionaid
dli. Sa chomhthéacs seo, tugtar faoi deara go
bhfuil laghdu tagtha thar na blianta ar lion na n-iar-
ratasoiri i dtaca le seirbhisi dlithitla 6 ionaid dli de
chuid an Bhoird (ag fagiil an RLS as an aireamh), 6
bhuaicphointe i 1997, mar a leanas:

1996 10,800
1997 13,400
1998 11,400
1999 9,600
2000 8,900
2001 8,500

Bhi an figiur do 1997 nios airde na mar ba ghnath,
ag éiri as colscaradh a bheith tugtha isteach i mi
Feabhra 1997. Ar feadh na bliana roimhe sin bhi
an Bord ag coinneiil taifead de dhaoine a raibh
spéis acu i seirbhisi dlithitla chun colscaradh a
fhail. Nior cuireadh na hiarratasairi sin ar liosta fei-
thimh go dti mi Feabhra 1997 agus, da bharr sin,
bhi thart ar 1,000 duine san direamh i bhfigitiri na
bhliana 1997 a rinne teagmbhail leis an mBord i
1996.

Léirionn athbhreithnit ar staitistici blianttla an
Bhoird 6 1997 go 2001 go bhfuil lion na ndaoine
ar cuireadh seirbhisi dlithiula ar fiil déibh trid na
hionaid dli réastnta seasmhach ag meanfhigitr de
13,000. Bheadh beagin os cionn 6,000 cliant, a
ghlactar in aghaidh na bliana, san direamh ansin —
casanna ag leanuint 6 bhlianta roimhe sin a bheadh
sa chuid eile.

T4 lion na ndaoine ar cuireadh seirbhisi dlithidla ar
fail déibh sna hionaid dli, mar aon le lion na dteas-
tas cunaimh dhlithitil a tugadh agus lion na gcasan-
na nua a glacadh 6 1996, leagtha amach sa tabla
seo a leanas:

1996 11,800 4,000 N/A
1997 13,000 5,000 7,000
1998 12,900 4,600 5,900
1999 13,600 4,300 6,200
2000 13,300 4,000 6,000
2001 12,800 3,600 6,200
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Chuidigh an laghdu ar leibhéal an éilimh agus an 2,200 i mi na Nollag 2000 go 1,500 ag deireadh mhi
méadu ar Usaid aturnaetha priobhaideacha le laghdd  na Nollag 2001. Is ionann ¢é sin agus laghdu 33% ar
a dhéanamh ar lion na ndaoine a bhionn ag fanacht  lion na ndaoine a bhi ag feitheamh le seirbhisi

le seirbhisi, agus ar an tréimhse ama a bhionn ar dlithitla ag deireadh na bliana 2001.T4 na tréimhsi
dhuine feitheamh leis an gcéad choinne le haturnae.  feithimh ar choinne leagtha amach sa tébla seo a

Ta lion na ndaoine ag feitheamh le seirbhis tite 6 leanas.

Tabla | : Tréimhse feithimh ar choinne le haturnae

lonad DIi Nollaig 1999 Nollaig 2000 Nollaig 2001

mionna mionna mionna

An Cabhan 4 1.5 |
An Clar 4 5 4
Corcaigh — Port an Phapa 6 0 2
Corcaigh — An Malla Theas 7 5 6
Dun na nGall 3.5 3.5 3
Ath Cliath — Bhaile Bhlainséir 2 5 9.5
Sraid Brunswick 2.5 5 5
Cluain Dolciin 2.5 1.5 3
Fionnghlas 5 10.5 4.5
Sraid Gardiner 13 10 8
Cé Urumhan I 7 3.5
Tamhlacht 4 10.5 3.5
Gaillimh 4 5 3
Ciarrai 12 7
Cill Dara 15 5 2.5
Cill Chainnigh 6.5 5 45
Laois 3.5 | 3
Luimneach 4.5 3 |
An Longfort 2 I 0
La 6.5 4 3
Maigh Eo I I I
An Mhi 4.5 2.5 3
Muineachan 3.5 2.5 0
Uibh Fhaili 5 1.5 3.5
Sligeach 1.5 25 3
Tiobraid Arann 7 6 3
Port Lairge I 3 I
An larmhi 2 2 2.5
Loch Garman 10.5 7 6
Cill Mhantain 12 3 4
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CASANNA AR DEILEALADH
LEO SA BHLIAIN 2001

18,700 duine san iomlan a fuair cinamh 6n mBord
trid na hionaid dli agus trid An tSeirbhis DIi do
Dhideanaithe sa bhliain 2001, sin méadu nios mé
na 5% ar an bhfigitir 17,800 a bhi i gceist sa bhliain
2000. Fuair 14,200 duine san iomlan a cinamh
trid na hionaid dli agus tri Scéim na gCleachtoiri
Priobhdideacha i rith na bliana 2001, i gcomortas le
14,400 sa bhliain 2000.

Cuireadh combhairle dhlithitil (seachas RLS) ar fail
do 9,100 duine i gcomértas le 9,400 duine sa bhli-
ain 2000.

Cuireadh cunamh dli, i.e. ionadaiocht i gcuirt, ar fail
do 5,100 duine sa bhliain 2000, i gcomortas le
5,000 duine sa bhliain 2000.

Sa bhliain 2001 chuir an RLS seirbhisi dlithiula ar
fail do bhreis agus 4,500 iarrataséir tearmainn,
méadu 32% ar an bhfigitir 3,400 don bhliain 2000.
Beagin os cionn 2,800 duine a fuair cinamh
dlithitil freisin le haghaidh ionadaiochta os combhair
an Bhinse Achomharc Dideanaithe sa bhliain 2001,
i gcomortas le breis agus 2,200 duine sa bhliain
2000.

T4 mion-staitistici ar na casanna ar déiledladh leo
sa bhliain 2001 le fail in Aguisin 2.

Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas lion na ndaoine ar
cuireadh seirbhisi dlithiala ar fail déibh trid na
hionaid dli agus tri Scéim na gCleachtdiri
Priobhaideacha i rith na ceithre bliana seo caite.

1998 13,700
1999 14,400
2000 14,400
2001 14,200

Léirionn an tabla thios lion na ndaoine ar cuireadh
seirbhisi dlithidla ar fail déibh trid an RLS i rith na
tri bliana seo caite.

1999 1,600
2000 3,400
2001 4,500

Casanna Dli Teaghlaigh

Costliil le blianta roimhe seo, bhi formhér mér na
gcasanna ar dhéileidil ionaid dli ag baint le réimse
an dli teaghlaigh — thart ar 97% de chasanna ctirte
agus 80% de chasanna comhairle dlithitil. Ta mion-
deall sa chairt seo a leanas ar na cisanna éagsula
dli teaghlaigh ar chuireadh cinamh dlithidil ar fail
doéibh in ionaid dIi.

Casanna Dli Teaghlaigh - An tlonad DIi
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Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas an lion iomlan
orduithe colscartha agus idirscartha breithitunaigh a
dheonaigh na cuirteanna in 2000 agus in 2001
(tagairt: Tuarascalacha Bliantila na Seirbhisi
Cdirteanna 2000 agus 2001) agus an lion ar tugadh
ctnamh dlithidil doéibh sna tréimhsi sin.

Colscaradh

3,339 1,225 36.7%
Idirscaradh Breithitiinach

1,592 1,003 63.0%
Colscaradh

3,459 1,134 32.8%
Idirscaradh Breithitiinach

1,845 963 52.2%

Bhi laghdu ar lion na ndaoine ar cuireadh ciinamh
dlithitil ar fail déibh le haghaidh imeachtai
idirscartha bhreithitunaigh sa bhliain 2001, i
gcomortas le 2000, ach ta tabhacht mhér leis na
casanna seo i gconai 6 thaobh na seirbhisi dlithidla
a chuireann an Bord ar fail agus is ina leith sin a
tugadh 16.5% d’iomlan na dteastas i gcasanna dli
teaghlaigh. Is mir an-tdbhachtach reachtaiochta fos
é An tAcht um an DlIi Teaghlaigh, 1995, a chor-
praionn foralacha an Achta um Idirscaradh
Breithiunach agus Athchéirit an Dli Teaghlaigh,
1989, do dhaoine nach mian leo imeachtai
colscartha a thionscnamh, né nar mhair éna chéile
ar feadh ceithre bliana, ach gur mian leo scaradh
agus leas a bhaint as orduithe comhshocraithe
maoine, orduithe pinsin agus orduithe
coimhdeacha eile is féidir a dhéanamh faoin Acht.

Faoi dheireadh na bliana 2001, bhi cinamh dlithiuil
tugtha do 10,700 duine i leith casanna idirscartha
bhreithitnaigh 6 thainig An tAcht um ldirscaradh
Breithitnach agus Athchéirit an Dli Teaghlaigh,
1989 i bhfeidhm. Seo a leanas na figitiri do na cuig
bliana seo caite:
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Bliain Teastais Chunaimh
Dhlithiuil

1997 1,249

1998 1,019

1999 1,060

2000 1,003

2001 963

Ta laghdu beag ar lion na ndaoine ar cuireadh
ctinamh dlithidil ar fail déibh le haghaidh imeachtai
colscartha sa bhliain 2001, i gcompariid le figiur na
bliana 2000, ach fés is ina leith a tugadh 19.5%
d’iomlan na dteastas i gcasanna dli teaghlaigh. Bhi
tionchar mor fés ag an geolscaradh ar na hionaid
dli agus ar na tréimhsi feithimh do choinne le
haturnae.

O thainig An tAcht um an Dli Teaghlaigh
(Colscaradh), 1996 i bhfeidhm ar an 27 Feabhra
1997, tugadh cinamh dlithitil do bheagnach 6,000
duine i leith colscaradh.

Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas lion na ndaoine ar
tugadh cinamh dlithitil déibh le colscaradh a fhail i
rith na clig bliana seo caite.

Bliain Teastais Chunaimh
Dhlithiuil

1997 938

1998 1,317

1999 1,317

2000 1,225

2001 1,134

Sa Tuarascail Bhliantdil dheiridh, thug an Bord le
fios go raibh suirbhé a dhéanamh ar imeachtai
colscartha. Bhi anailis déanta ar shampla 150 cliant
a fuair cunamh dlithitil agus cuireadh san direamh
sa Tuarascail sin iad. T4 torthai 913 cas ar fail anois
agus athbhreithnit déanta orthu, agus tugann na
tablai agus na cairteanna seo a leanas léargas ar an
scéal.
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Proifil Aoise

Léirionn an da chairt seo a leanas praffili aoise na
mban agus na bhfear ar tugadh ctnamh dlithiuil
doibh le haghaidh imeachtai colscartha. Léirionn
na cairteanna seo go raibh an chionmhaireacht ba
mhé de mhnd sa réimse aoise "30 go dti 39 bliain",
i.e.45%, ach go raibh an chionmhaireacht ba mho
de na fir sa réimse aoise "40 go dti 49 bliain", 39%.

Proifil Aoise na bhFear
2%
9% 20 - 29 bliain
M 30 - 39 bliain
19%

40 - 49 bliain
M 50 - 59 bliain
60 bliain +
39% B Nior tugadh aois

Proifil Aoise na mBan
4%
2% A
[ 20 - 29 bliain
10% B 30 -39 bliain
40 - 49 bliain
@ 50 - 59 bliain
31%
|

60 bliain + Nior
tugadh aois

An lion blianta poésta

Léirionn an da thabla seo a leanas an lion blianta
posta a bhi i gceist, i gcas na mban agus na bhfear
ar tugadh cinamh dlithidil déibh in imeachtai
colscartha. Léirionn na tablai seo go raibh an
chionmhaireacht ba mhé de na mna, 42%, sa
chatagdir "10 go 19 bliain pésta”, ach go raibh an
chionmhaireacht ba mhé de na fir, 39%, sa
chatagdir "os cionn 20 bliain posta".

lomlain Mar %

Blianta pésta

(mna) den lomlan
Faoi 5 bliain 36 5%
5-9 bliain 121 18%
10-19 bliain 285 42%
20 bliain agus os a chionn 220 32%
N/A 19 3%

IOMLAN 681 100%

Blianta pé6sta lomlain Mar %
(fir) den lomlan
Faoi 5 bliain 18 8%
5-9 bliain 33 14%
10-19 bliain 80 35%
20 bliain agus os a chionn 91 39%
N/A 10 4%
IOMLAN pky) 100%

Lion Leanai Cleithianacha

Léirionn an chairt seo a leanas na cliaint ar tugadh
cunamh dlithitil déibh in imeachtai colscartha,
catagoirithe de réir lion a leanai cleithiinacha.
Léirionn an chairt seo nach raibh leanai cleithiu-
nacha ar bith ag an lion ba mho, i.e. 37%.

Lion na Leanai Cleithitinach in
aghaidh an Chais
400

350

300
250

200

LION NA gCASANNA
|

150

100

g HH
Fl
3 45

DADA | 2

' A | Ea
6 7 8 NA

LION NA LEANAI

Leigheasanna Roimh Ré

Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas an stadas dlithidil
sular fritheadh teastas ctnaimh dhlithidil, i gcas
cliaint a fuair cinamh dlithitil le haghaidh imeach-
tai colscartha. Léirionn an tabla seo nach raibh
Orduithe Foirmiula Scartha né Cuirte Duiche ag
an lion ba mho, i.e. 39%.
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Lion a
heisiodh

Stadas Dlithiuil sular
fritheadh Teastas

Cuanaimh Dhlithiuil

Gan orduithe foirmitla 357 39%
Scartha na Cuirte Duiche
Ordua Cuirte Duiche 231 25%

Combhaontt Scartha,
Idirscaradh Breithiinach agus/
n6é Ordu Cuirte Duiche 325 36%

IOMLAN 913 100%

Lion na gcliant a bhain usaid as idirghabhail
agus as combhairlia

Léirionn an da thabla seo a leanas lion na gcliant ar
tugadh cinamh dlithitil déibh le haghaidh imeach-
tai colscartha agus a bhain Usdid as idirghabhail né
as comhairlid.

Combhairlia lomlain
Fir 2
Mna 8
IOMLAN 10
Idirghabhail lomlain
Fir 8
Mna 46
IOMLAN 54

Léirionn na tablai seo nar bhain ach 10 den 913
cliant a ghlac pairt sa suirbhé usaid as idirghabhail
agus gur bhain 54 usaid as comhairlit posta. Ni
abhar iontais iad na figitiri isle do chomhairlit
posta, 6 tharla go mbionn cliaint ag an gcéim
dheireanach den phroiseas cliste posta nuair a
dhéanann siad iarratas ar chunamh dlithitil chun
imeachtai colscartha a thionscnamh né a chosaint.
Ag an gcéim sin den phroiseas is cosuil nach déigh
le cliaint gur aon bhuntdiste déibh na seirbhisi sin a
Usaid, go hairithe 6 tharla go mbeadh thart ar 36%
acu gafa tri idirscaradh breithitinach cheana féin, sin
né go mbeadh comhaontu scartha acu.

T4 lion na gcliant a bhaineann Usdid as idirghabhail
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an-iseal freisin. Aithnionn an Bord go bhfuil sochair
thabhachtacha ar fail trid an tSeirbhis Idirghabhala
Teaghlaigh agus cuireann aturnaetha an Bhoird
combhairle ar chliaint go bhfuil na seirbhisi de
chinedl sin ar fiil. Is faoin gcliant féin ata an rogha
deireanach, afach. Ni chuireann struchtdr na
gctirteanna in Eirinn ceangal ar chliaint idirghabhail
a usaid, faoi mar a déantar i roinnt dlinsi eile. Mar
shampla, in Ontario, it nach dtugtar cinamh
dlithitil ach amhdin chun déileiil le colscarthai gan
chonspoid, ni mér freastal ar idirghabhail de réir na
rialacha cuirte, agus da bhri sin nil an dara rogha ag
daoine ach freastal ar chomhdhdil socraiochta
réamhthrialach, a éascu ag idirghabhalai a bhionn
ceaptha ag an gcuirt. Mar thoradh ar sin is doichi
in Ontario go socrofar cas na go rachaidh sé chun
ctirte. D’fhéadfadh idirghabhail a bheith tairbheach,
ach go hairithe, nuair a bhonn an da thaobh comh-
aontaithe go bhfaighfi an fhoraithne, ach go mbonn
siad easaontaithe faoi cheisteanna eile, m.sh.,
coimead agus rochtain.Ta seans ann go bhféadfai
idirghabhail a dhéanamh ar na ceisteanna sin.

Leanfaidh an Bord den obair leis an tSeirbhis
Idirghabhala Teaghlaigh san iarracht lena chinntiu go
mbainfidh gach cliant cui Usdid as a chuid seirbhisi.

Sonrai cliant

Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas lion na gcliant a
thionscain né a chosain imeachtai colscartha, agus
an lion a rinne achomharc agus a rinne athiontrail
ar imeachtai colscartha. Ta rangl déanta ar an
tabla seo de réir inscne.

Léirionn an tabla seo gur mna ab ea 75% de na cli-
aint sin a fuair cunamh dlithitil in imeachtai
colscartha, agus gur fir ab ea 25% diobh. | gcas an
da chinedl acu, thionscain an chionmhaireacht ba
mho acu imeachtai colscartha agus is cosaint a
rinne an chionmhaireacht ba lu.
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Eolas faoi Cineal an Lion % den
chliant chliaint iomlan
Thionscain 548 60%
Chosain Baineann 124 14%
Eile 9 1%
Fo-iomlan 681 75%
Thionscain 170 18%
Chosain Fireann 60 7%
Eile 2 0%

Fo-iomlan 232 25%

IOMLAN 913 100%

Socru an Chais

Léirionn an tabla seo a leanas conas a socraiodh
casanna cliant a fuair cinamh dlithiuil le haghaidh
imeachtai colscartha. Léirionn an tabla nach raibh
socru ar a gcas faighte ag an lion ab airde de na
cliaint nuair a rinneadh an suirbhé colscartha.

Foraithne lomlain Mar %
Colscartha den iomlan
Conspoidithe 189 21%
Socraithe 148 16%
Araon 54 6%
Ni raibh aon socru 522 57%
IOMLAN 913 100%

USAID CLEACHTOIRI
PRIOBHAIDEACHA

Tugann an tAcht um Chunamh Dlithiil, 1995,
cumhacht don Bhord painéal aturnaetha i gcleach-
tais phriobhdideacha a bhunt chun cinamh agus
combhairle dlithiuil a sholathar. Baineann an Bord
Usaid as Scéim na gCleachtoiri Priobhdideacha sa
Chuirt Duiche agus chomh maith leis sin, sa bhliain
2001, thosaigh sé scéim phiolétach bliana chun
cleachtéiri priobhaideacha a usaid sa Chuirt
Chuarda.

An Chuirt Duiche

Ta Scéim Chleachtdiri Priobhdideacha na Cuirte
Duiche ag feidhmit ar bhonn naisitiinta, 6 mhi na
Bealtaine 2000, chun cuidiu leis an mBord ina iar-
rachtai le sheirbhis a sholathar do gach iarratasoéir
laistigh de thréimhse réastnta ama. Solathraionn
an Scéim seo seirbhis dhlithitil chomhlantach i
dtaca leis an tseirbhis atd 4 sholathar ag ionaid dli
le haghaidh abhair airithe dli teaghlaigh sa Chuirt
Duiche, mar at3, foréigean teaghlaigh, cothabhail
agus coimedd/rochtain. Usaidtear cleachtdiri priob-
haideacha i gcasanna ina bhfuil iarglltacht thireo-
laioch i gceist, i gcasanna easaontacht leasa agus i
gcasanna ina n-éilionn riachtanais an ionaid dli é.

Is iad na haturnaetha bainistiochta a shocraionn an
ceart n6 nach ceart an cas a ldimhseadil laistigh den
ionad dli. Nuair a bhionn an t-ionad dli ag
déanamh cinneadh i dtaca le cés a thabhairt ar
laimh do chleachtéir priobhiideach, bionn aird aige
ar an oibleagiid atd ar an mBord seirbhis chu-
naimh dhlithitil a sholathar don lion is mé daoine
is féidir. Nuair a chinntear go bhfuil cas oiritunach
lena thabhairt do chleachtéir priobhaideach, tugtar
an rogha d’iarrataséiri dul go dti aturnae priob-
haideach da rogha féin 6 phainéal de chleachtoiri
priobhadideacha, sin né a n-ainmneacha a chur leis
an liosta feithimh ag an ionad dli.

Sa bhliain 2001, eisiodh 1,174 teastas ciinaimh
dhlithiuil faoi Scéim Chleachtdiri Priobhaideacha
na Cuirte Duiche, sin méadu de 27% ar lion na
dteastas cunaimh dhlithitil a eisiodh sa bhliain
2000.

| mi 1ail 2001, aistriodh aonad cleachtdiri priob-
haideacha an Bhoird i mBaile Atha Cliath 6 Theach
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Fhaiche Stiabhna go Teach Dolphin, iit a n-eisitear
toghairmeacha 6n gCuirt Duiche, chuig mérchuid
de cheantar mérchuid de cheantar Bhaile Athat
Cliath.

Déiledlann an t-ionad le hiarratais ar chnamh
dlithitil chomh tapa agus is féidir, chun a chinntit
go dtugtar seirbhis ghasta éifeachtach do chliaint.
Déantar iarrataséiri a mheas agus, ma mheastar iad
a bheith inchailithe, tugtar teastas cinaimh
dhlithidil déibh. Ansin, cuirtear liosta ar fail déibh
d’aturnaetha ata ar phainéal Cuirte Duiche an
Bhoird, agus as sin is féidir leo aturnae a roghnt le
hionadaiocht a dhéanamh ar a son. Mas féidir é,
tugann ionad na gcleachtoiri priobhadideacha seirb-
his freisin do iarrataséiri, ar fhogra gearr, ma
bhionn casanna prainne i gceist.

An Chuirt Chuarda

| mi na Bealtaine 2001, thug an Bord isteach tion-
scadal piolétach bliana chun sineadh a chur le
Scéim na gCleachtoiri Priobhaideacha go casanna
airithe sa Chuirt Chuarda, i.e. cdsanna idirscartha
bhreithitnaigh agus colscartha. Chomh maith leis
sin, td an rogha ag cliaint a ndearna cleachtoiri
priobhaideacha ionadaiocht doibh sa Chuirt
Duiche, an t-aturnae céanna a roghni ma
fhaigheann siad cunamh dlithitil le haghaidh
achomharc go dti an Chuirt Chuarda. Ba i an
aidhm a bhi leis an tionscadal pioldtach na cuidiu
le laghdt a dhéanamh ar na tréimhsi feithimh do
sheirbhisi dlithitla do chliaint na n-ionad dli agus a
chur ar chumas an Bhoird meastoireacht a
dhéanamh ar an éifeacht ata le bealai eile chun
seirbhisi dlithidla a chur ar fail.

Ghlac deich n-ionad dli péirt sa scéim phiolétach,

An tArd-Aighne, Michael McDowell, A.S., an Cathaoirleach Clare
Connellan, Gerard Durcan,A.S., an Breitheamh Donal BArrington
agus FJ. Brady, Stiurthdir an Chunaimh Dhlithidil, ag Comhdhdil an
Bhoird um Chinach Dlithidil i Meitheamh 2001.
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ceithre cinn acu i mBaile Atha Cliath. O mhi na
Bealtaine go dti mi na Nollag 2001, eisiodh 257
teastas cunaimh dhlithidil i leith an tionscadail
phiolotaigh; 124 i leith colscartha, 132 i leith
idirscartha bhreithitunaigh agus ceann i leith
achombhairc 6n gCuirt Duiche. Taispednann an
laghdu substaintiuil a thainig, idir mhi Aibreain 2001
agus mhi na Nollag 2001, ar tréimhsi feithimh do
choinne le dliodéir in ionaid dli an tionchar a bhi
ag an tionscadal ar thréimhsi feithimh a laghdd ag
ionaid dli , i gCluain Dolcain (6 sheacht mhi go dti
tri mhi), i bhFionnghlas (13 mi go dti ctig mhi)
agus i dTamhlacht (13 mi go dti tri mhi), diteanna a
bhi i measc na n-ionad a bhi péirteach sa tion-
scadal phiolotach.

Ta Grupa Athbhreithnithe bunaithe ag an mBord le
monatoireacht a dhéanamh ar an Tionscadal
Piolotach. Déanfaidh an Grupa Athbhreithnithe
measunu ar éifeacht an tionscadail phiolétaigh
d’fhonn tuarasciil a chur i gcrich i rith na bliana
2002.

AN tSEIRBHIS DLi DO
DHIDEANAITHE

Maoinia agus foireann

Bhunaigh an Bord an tSeirbhis Dli do Dhideanaithe
(RLS) i 1999 chun combhairle agus cinamh dlithiuil
a sholathar ag gach céim den phroiseas tearmainn
do dhaoine a bheadh ag déanamh iarratais ar
thearmann in Eirinn. Chomh maith lena fhoireann
féin, Usdideann an RLS cleachtaéiri priobhaideacha
(abhcoidi agus aturnaetha araon) chun ionadaiocht
a dhéanamh d’iarratasoiri tearmainn os comhair an
Bhinse Achomharc Dideanaithe.

Cuireadh méadu substaintitil ar an maoiniu a fuair
an RLS on Stétchiste sa bhliain 2001 — go dti £8.1
millian (€10.28 milliin) i gcomortas le £1 millian
(€1.27 millian) sa bhliain 2000. Cuireadh an
maoinit méadaithe sin ar fail le cur ar chumas an
Bhoird a dhualgais a chomhlionadh nuair a leath-
naiodh an tseirbhis sa bhliain 2001. Bhi caiteachas
iarbhir an RLS sa bhliain 2001, £6.4 milliun
(€8.18), faoi bhun an leithdhdilte tosaigh, agus an
chuis ba mhé leis sin nd an cinneadh a rinneadh go
geuirfi moill ar earcu an lion iomlan foirne a bhi
ceadaithe agus ar cheannach coéiriochta, de bhri go
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raibh an leibhéal éilimh nios 14 nd mar a ceapadh a
bheadh i dtus baire.

Mar sin féin, thainig forleathnt tapa ar lion na
foirne san RLS — 6n 30 a bhi ann i mi Eanair 2001
go dti |14 a bhi ann faoi dheireadh na bliana — sin
céim mhor i dtreo an lion de 140 a bhi ceadaithe
don tseirbhis. Chun freastal ar fhorleathnt a
sheirbhise, fuair agus chdirigh an Bord aitreabh nua
i gceantar Mhargadh na Feirme i mBaile Atha
Cliath sa bhliain 2001. Direoidh na hoifigi nua i
Margadh na Feirme ar sheirbhisi dhlithitla do
dhideanaithe a sholathar do cheantar Bhaile Atha
Cliath, agus coinneofar oifig bheag freisin in oifig an
Choimisinéara larratais Dideanaithe i dTeach
Timberlay, Sraid an Mhéta, dit a gclaraitear cliaint
nua an RLS.

Seirbhisi dlithidla do iarratasoiri tearmainn
ata scaipthe

Cuireann ofifigi RLS i gCorcaigh agus i nGaillimh
seirbhis ar fail d’iarratasdiri tearmainn sna ceantair
sin, agus i gcomhar le seirbhisi for-rochtana a
mbionn clinici rialta acu i roinnt ionad san iarthar,
san iardheisceart agus i lar tire.

Chomh maith leis sin forbraiodh clar sa bhliain
2001 chun seirbhis fhor-rochtana a chur ar fail do
Bhaile Atha Cliath agus na contaetha méaguaird,
agus an tseirbhis sin a chur i bhfeidhm sa bhliain
2002. Tig le hiarratasoiri tearmainn ata scaipthe
lasmuigh de Bhaile Atha Cliath clar( freisin trid an
bpost chun seirbhisi dlithiula a fhail.

Seirbhisi eolais

Cuirtear comhairle ar gach duine a chuireann iar-
ratas faoi bhraid an Choimisinéara larratais
Dideanaithe faoi na seirbhisi dlithidla ata ar fail 6n
RLS. Cuireann an RLS eolas ar fail freisin faocina
chuid seirbhisi ar bhileoga eolais ata le fiil i roinnt
teangacha éagsula. Ta bileog agus postaer nua
eolais deartha anois agus scaipfear iad sin tri
ghréasan seirbhisi rialtais agus neamhrialtais sa
bhliain 2002.

Chomh maith leis sin, ghlac an RLS pairt i roinnt
seiminedr eolais i rith na bliana agus tugadh léiriu
ar na seirbhisi a chuireann sé ar fail do ghrupai

Niall Murphy, Maire Ni Cruadhlaoich agus Linda Whelan ag
Comhdhail an Bhoird um Chinach Dlithidil i dTra Li.

éagsula tacaiochta agus do ghrupai eile ar spéis leo
an proiseas tearmainn. Ina theannta sin rinne an
RLS teagmhail rialta leis na heagraiochtai éagsula
rialtais agus neamhrialtais atd pairteach sa
phroiseas tearmainn, chun go bhféadfai plé a
dhéanamh faoi cheisteanna ag éiri as gnéithe
éagsula den phroiseas, chun monatoireacht a
dhéanamh, agus chun feabhas a chur go leantnach
ar an tseirbhis a chuireann sé ar fail.

Labhair Amnesty International go fabhrach faoi
neamhspledchas, cothromas agus cailiocht na seirb-
hise a chuireann an RLS ar fail, agus molann sé
d’iarratasoiri tearmainn an tseirbhis a usdid.

Coiste Neamhspleach Monatéireachta

Bunaiodh an Coiste Neamhspleach
Monatodireachta den tSeirbhis DIi do Dhideanaithe
nuair a cuireadh tus leis an tseirbhis sa bhliain
1999. Is iad na téarmai tagartha atd aige sin na
"seirbhis dhlithitil den scoth a chur ar fail d’iar-
rataséiri tearmainn de réir na socruithe a
comhaontaiodh idir an Bord um Chinamh Dlithiuil
agus an Roinn Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchdirithe DIi, agus geardin 6 chustaiméiri na
seirbhise a fhiosrd". Is é an tAire DIi agus Cirt,
Comhionannais agus Athchéirithe Dli a cheapann
baill an choiste. Bionn thart ar cheithre chruinniu
sa bhliain ag an gcoiste. Freastalaionn bainistiocht
an RLS ar chuid de na cruinnithe sin chun eolas a
thabhairt faoi imeachtai, agus freisin chun freagrai a
thabhairt ar fhiosruithe né ar cheisteanna 6 bhaill
an Choiste.

Lion na n-iarrataséiri tearmainn a fuair
seirbhisi dlithiala

Chlaraigh 4,500 cliant nua leis an RLS sa bhliain
2001 — méadu de 32% ar an 3,400 a chlaraigh sa
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St. John Donovan agus Phil O’Laoide ag Comhdhdil an Bhoird um
Chdnach Dlithidil i dTra Li, i Meitheamh 2001.

bhliain 2000. Chuir an chuid is mé diobh sin a
chlaraigh — 60% — isteach ar chombhairle dhlithitil
agus fuair siad sin ag an gcéad chéim den phroiseas
(i.e. iarratas tearmainn), né i leith cdrsai inimirce
(i.e. iarratas ar Chead Fanacht), agus fuair os
cionn an tritl cuid diobh sin cinamh dlithitil ag an
gcéim achomhairc né ag an gcéim ionnarbtha.
Chlaraigh an 40% eile de na cliaint nua do sheirb-
hisi dlithidla ag an gcéim achombhairc den phroiseas
tearmainn, né i ndiaidh déibh ordud ionnarbtha a
fhail. Meastar go dtiocfaidh tuilleadh méadaithe ar
an méid cliant nua a bheidh ag clart leis sna RLS
sna blianta atd romhainn de bharr iad a bheith nios
eolai faoin tseirbhis agus de bharr na tabhachta ata
le comhairle ghairmidil dhlithitil a fhail ag an gcéim
is luaithe is féidir den phroiseas.

Scéim na gCleachtoiri Priobhaideacha

Chomh maith leis an tseirbhis foirne, leanann an
Bord den Gsaid a bhaineann siad as aturnaetha ata
i gcleachtais phriobhaideacha (6 mhi Eandir 2000)
agus as abhcéidi (6 mhi an Mharta 2001) le
hachomhairc a dhéanamh ar son iarratasoéiri tear-
mainn, a bhfuil cinamh dlithiuil le fail acu, agus le
hionadaiocht a dhéanamh thar a gceann os
comhair an Bhinse Achomharc Dideanaithe. Is é
an RLS a shocraionn an daileadh a dhéantar ar na
casanna idir an painéal agus na haturnaetha ata ar
tuarastal ag an mBord, ar bhonn lion na gcasanna
ar laimh agus chumas dhliodéiri an Bhoird féin
déileiil leo.

Cuidionn Usaid aturnaetha agus abhcoéidi priob-
haideacha leis an mBord a chinntit go mbionn ar a
chumas seirbhis a sholathar do chliaint agus cuire-
ann sé ar a chumas déiledil le casanna chomh tapa
agus is féidir, rud ata riachtanach i bhfianaise na
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dteorainneacha dochta ama a bhionn i gceist sna
casanna sin.Ag deireadh na bliana 2001, bhi 32
aturnae ar phainéal na gcleachtdiri priobhaideacha,
agus 213 ar phainéal na n-abhcéidi. Tarchuireadh
os cionn 2,400 cas go dti aturnaetha agus abhcoidi
priobhdideacha sa bhliain 2001, ar a raibh 760 cas
a bhain le cliaint a chlaraigh sna blianta 1999 agus
2000.

AN tIONAD DOICIMEADAITHE
DIDEANAITHE

| mi Mhean Fémhair 2000, d’earcaigh an Bord um
Chanamh Dilithitil leabharlannai le bheith frea-
grach as an lonad Doiciméadaithe Dideanaithe
(RDC), a bhunaigh an UNHCR i dtis ama chun
seirbhis neamhspleach leabharlainne agus taighde a
chur ar féil i dtaca leis an bproiseas tearmainn.

| rith na bliana 2001, rinneadh socraithe chun for-
bairt shuntasach a dhéanamh ar lonad toirbhirte
Doiciméadaithe Dideanaithe, a chuirfeadh fail ar
sheirbhis taighde agus leabharlainne a bheadh
neamhspledch agus gairmiuil do na priomh-eagrais
a bhfuil baint acu leis an bproéiseas tearmainn. |
measc na n-eagras sin ta an Binse Achomharc
Dideanaithe, Oifig an Choimisinéara larratais
Dideanaithe, An tSeirbhis DIli do Dhideanaithe agus
aturnaetha agus abhcoidi priobhaideacha a bheadh
bainteach le haon cheann de na heagrais sin.

Is é an rdl atd ag an RDC nj, sa chéad iit, forbairt
agus cothabhdil a dhéanamh ar bhailitichan cuspoiri
agus eolais reatha i dtaca le Eolas Thir Bhundis,
mar aon le doiciméadu faoi thearmann, inimirce,
cursai dlithiuil agus cearta daonna a mbeadh fail
ghinearalta orthu, agus, sa dara hait, seirbhis
taighde agus ceistithe a sholathar d’eagrais ata
bainteach leis an bproiseas tearmainn. Baineann an
tseirbhis cheistithe le habhar riachtanach a chur ar
fail, ar nés Eolas Thir Bhuntis reatha (COl), chun
aighneachtai a ullmhd. Cuirtear an tseirbhis seo ar
fail don RLS mar aon leis an UNHCR, an Roinn DIi
agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchaéirithe DIi, an
Coimisinéir larratais Dideanaithe, an Binse
Achomharc Dideanaithe, an tAonad Cinnte
Aireachta, an tAonad Athdhuichithe, aturnaetha
agus abhcoidi priobhdideacha atd ar phainéal an
Bhoird, agus daoine/eagrais eile a bheadh bainteach
le hobair dhideanaithe.



D’fhreastail baill d’fhoireann an lonaid
Doiciméadaithe Dideanaithe ar roinnt comhd-
halacha agus seiminedir naisitinta agus idirnaisitnta
ar a raibh Seiminedir faoi Eolas Thir Bhunis
UNHCR/ACCORD, seimineair Dli um Stadas
Dideanaithe an Ollaimh Hathaway, seiminear an
ICEL ar Dhli na nDideanaithe, agus seimineair
UNHCR ar an Rémain agus ar an Nigéir.

Chomh maith leis sin, td teagmhalacha cothaithe ag
an lonad Doiciméadaithe Dideanaithe le roinnt
daoine agus eagraiochtai sa bhaile agus i gcéin.
Orthu sin ta Oifig Baile na Riochta Aontaithe, Bord
Inimirce agus Dideanaithe Cheanada, an UNHCR,
RRT na hAstraile, ACCORD, CEDOCA, Ambasaidi
éagsula, Comhairle Teifeach na hEireann agus a lan
eile, cuid acu a bhaineann leis an rialtas agus cuid
eile nach mbaineann, mar aon leis an iomad leab-
harlanna agus ionaid eolais.

Bionn pairtithe éagsula ar suim leo an obair seo ag
tabhairt cainteanna san lonad. Samplai diobh sin is
ea an seisilin ceist agus freagra a thug gripa
gniomhaithe cearta daonna 6 Phoblacht
Dhaonlathach an Chongd agus cur i lathair a
rinne Tionscadal Eolais na Cosaive 6n lonad
Idirndisiinta do Fhorbairt Beartas Imirce (ICMPD).

Tar éis léirit a thabhairt ar aiteanna a raibh sé dea-
cair eolas a fhail fathu, rinne an tlonad
Doiciméadaithe Dideanaithe socraithe le roinnt
tuarascalacha a choimisiint. Cuireadh an chéad
cheann diobh sin, faoi Choinniollacha Priosuin i
bPoblacht Dhaonlathach an Chongé, ar fail tri
laithrean Ghréasan na hEorpa um Eolas Thir
Bhunuis. Ta an dara tuarascail coimisianaithe, faoi
na Cincisigh sa Rémain, le criochnt faoi dheireadh
2002.

Chuir an RDC oilitint ar fail faoi usaid COl agus
faoi Usaid an lonaid do ghrupai éagsula 6n RLS,
RAC, an tAonad Athdhtuichithe agus RAT.
Reachtiladh an oilitiint seo ar an lathair féin agus
lasmuigh de, agus ta sé ar siul go leantnach.

Altramaithe

D’iarr lantin phosta comhairle dhlithidil maidir le
cinneadh a rinne Bord Slainte dichlari a dhéanamh
orthu mar altramaithe.

Bhi na cliaint, ag a raibh leanbh da gcuid féin, ag
déanambh altraim chidram lae do bhord slainte. Ina
dhiaidh sin, d’altramaigh siad leanbh sé mhi d’aois a
bhi fés leo tar éis seacht mbliana go leith agus an
dara leanbh a bhi ceithre mhi d’aois agus a d’fhan
leo ar feadh ceithre bliana go leith. Ni raibh aon
teagmhail ag tuismitheoiri naddrtha na leanai altra-
ma leis na leanai féin. Ach, tharla imeachtai
fairsinge gangaideacha cuirte maidir le duine de na
leanai, ina raibh iarratas ar choimead 4 dhéanamh
ag duine den teaghlach forleathnaithe. Le linn na
n-imeachtai sin, thacaigh an Bord Sldinte leis na
haltramaithe agus thug an bord fianaise a thug le
fios gur chreid siad gurbh fhearr a dhéanfai leas an
linbh a bhi i gceist da bhfagfai leis na altramaithe é.

Bhi deacrachtai airithe pdsta ag na altramaithe féin,
afach, ach réitiodh iad ina dhiaidh sin agus rinne na
pairtithe athmhuintearas. D’iarr an Bord Slainte
eolas airithe maidir leis na himeachtai dli teaghlaigh
a tharla idir na altramaithe agus ansin chinn siad an
lanudin a dhichlard mar altramaithe. Ni dhearna an
Bord Slainte ceachtar de na leanai a mheasunu na
a chur faoi agallamh sula ndearna an Bord Slainte
an cinneadh sin.

Cuireadh an cinneadh sin in il do na altramaithe
agus duradh leo go dtdgfai na leanai faoi dhata
airithe. Mhothaigh na haltramaithe, afach, go rab-
hthas ag cur "pionéis" orthu de bharr a ndeacrach-
tai posta.

Rinne na altramaithe teagmhail leis an ionad dli ag
lorg comhairle dhlithidil maidir le cinneadh an
Bhoird Slainte. Cuireadh in iul don bhord sldinte
go raibh na haltramaithe toilteanach cibé rud a
theastaigh 6n mBord Sldinte a dhéanamh chun go
bhfanfaidis mar altramaithe ag na leanai sin agus go
raibh sé ar intinn acu achombhairc a dhéanamh
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faoin gcinneadh iad a dhichlard mar thuismitheoiri
altrama.

Ag leantint 6 na seirbhisi dlithitla a cuireadh ar
fail, chinn an Bord Slainte gan dul ar aghaidh lena
chinneadh an landin a dhichlard mar thuismitheoiri
altrama.

Forfheidhmiu fiacha

Lorg duine seirbhisi dlithitla maidir le hiarratas ar
fhorfheidhmid fiacha a bhi uirthi.

Thég an cliant iasacht amach nuair a bhi si 18
bliana d’aois chun carr a cheannach, agus chun ciin
agus arachas a chur ar an gcarr, faoi bhru éna
hathair,. Thug si an t-airgead sin da hathair agus
nior chuala si a thuilleadh mar gheall air go dti ctig
bliana ina dhiaidh sin, nuair a fuair si iarratas ar
Ordu Trathchoda agus toghairm le teacht os
combhair cutirte. Faoin am sin, bhi si ina coénai i
gcoiriocht da cuid féin a bhi ar chios aici, scoite 6
thionchar a hathar atd ag cur isteach tréimhse
phriostinachta faoi lathair mar gheall ar chionta a
rinne sé ina coinne.

D’aistrigh an t-athair 6 sheoladh go seoladh go
minic. Chonaigh a bhean chéile (mathair an chli-
aint) leis ag na seoltai sin agus de bhri go raibh an
chéad ainm céanna aici agus a bhi ag ar gcliant,
d’éirigh leis an ngearanai (instititid airgeadais)
rudai a bhru ar aghaidh i ngan fhios dar gcliant.

Tugadh cinamh dlithidil don chliant chun imeachtai
forfheidhmithe a chosaint agus freisin chun
imeachtai a thionscnamh chun an chéad fho-
raithne ina coinne a chur ar ceal, ar an mbonn go

An Cathaoirleach, Clare Connellan, agus an
Priomhfheidhmeannach, Frank Goodman, ag Comhdhail an Bhoird
um Chunach Dlithidil i dTra Li. i Meitheamh 2001.
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raibh michumas (i.e. tionchar a hathar) a fhulaingt
aici ag an am a ndearna si an conradh agus nach
raibh innitlacht chonraithe aici. Pléadh an scéal
leis na dlioddiri a bhi ag feidhmil ar son na hinsti-
titide airgeadais agus aontaiodh orduithe a
dhéanamh ag cur na fhoraithne bunaidh ar ceal
agus ag scriosadh amach na himeachtai forfhei-
dhmithe fiacha gan aon ordd maidir le costais.

Imeachtai caram leanai

Tugadh ctinamh dlithidil do bheirt, fear céile agus
bean chéile, chun imeachtai ciiram leanai a cho-
saint sa Chuirt Duiche i leith ochtar leanai. | mi
Feabhra 2000, tégadh an t-ochtar leanai 6 theach
an teaghlaigh. Rinne Bord Sldinte iarratas ar
Orduithe Prainne Cuaraim i leith an ochtair leanai
agus tugadh na hOrduithe. Bhi dha ionad dli
éagsula ag feidhmiu ar son an fhir céile agus ar son
na mna céile sna himeachtai. Chomh maith leis
sin, de bharr chastacht an chais Cuirte Duiche,
Udaraiodh agus fostaiodh seirbhisi abhcoéide le fei-
dhmit ar son gach duine den da phairti sna
himeachtai.

Bhi na himeachtai fada agus mhair siad thar 120 la
sa Chuirt Duiche. Le linn na n-imeachtai sa Chuirt
Duiche, tugadh ctnamh dlithitil freisin don fhear
céile chun imeachtai athbhreithnithe breithitinaigh
a thionscnamh san Ardchuirt ar dha 6caid ar leith
ag agdid in aghaidh orduithe de chuid na Cuirte
Duiche.

Freisin, le linn na n-imeachtai sa Chuirt Duiche,
tugadh cunamh dlithitil don bhean chéile chun
imeachtai Habeas Corpus a thionscnamh san
Ardchuirt ag agdid in aghaidh orduithe na Cuirte
Duiche go bhfagfai ctigear de na leanai faoi
chdram, ar feitheamh le toradh an chais sa Chuirt
Duiche.

| mi na Samhna 2000, d’eisigh an Bord litir ag cur
in il go raibh sé ar intinn aige seirbhisi dlithidla
don bhean chéile a fhoirceannadh de bhri nar
sholathraigh si teagasc da haturnae agus da hab-
hcoide, agus nach raibh si ag freastal ar éisteachtai
cuirte.

Thug an bhean chéile go leor cliseanna nar fhreas-
tail si ar an gcuirt agus gheall si go nglacfadh si le



cibé téarmai agus coinniollacha a shocrédh an
Bord, mura ndéanfai a teastas cunaimh dhlithidil a
fhoirceannadh. Mar thoradh ar sin, chinn an Bord
gan dul ar aghaidh le foirceannadh a teastas
ctnaimh dhlithidil, ar choinnioll go gcomhoibreodh
si lena cuid comhairleoiri dlithitla agus go mbeadh
si sa chdirt nuair ba ghd di é sin a dhéanamh.

Ina dhiaidh sin, bhi an fear céile agus an bhean
chéile as lathair go leantinach 6 éisteachtai cuirte
agus nior sholathraigh siad teagasc da gcomhair-
leoiri dlithitla. Eisiodh litreacha chuig an da phairti
ansin ag ra go raibh sé ar intinn ag an mBord a
geuid teastas cunaimh dhlithiuil a fhoirceannadh i
mi an Mharta 2001. Foirceannadh an da theastas
ctnaimh dhlithidil i mi Aibreain 2001.

| mi Dheireadh Fémhair 2001, rinne an Chuirt
Duiche orduithe ctraim i leith na leanai.

Rinne an fear céile agus an bhean chéile iarratas ar
chanamh dlithidil ansin chun achomharc a
dhéanamh in aghaidh orduithe na Cuirte Duiche sa
Chuirt Chuarda. Diultaiodh na hiarratais i dtosach
ach chinn Coiste Achomhairc an Bhoird ciinamh
dlithitil a cheadd, ar choinnioll go gcloifeadh siad
go docht leis na coinniollacha a bhi lena dteastas
ctnaimh dhlithitil ag ordd déibh comhoibrit lena
gcuid combhairleoiri dlithitla agus freastal ar an
gcuirt gach uair ba gha é sin a dhéanamh.

Ceapadh aturnaetha agus abhcéidi difriula ansin le
feidhmid ar son na gcliant.

Le linn na n-imeachtai sa Chuirt Chuarda, rinne na
pairtithe dha iarratas ar chunamh dlithitil chun
achomharc a dhéanamh ar dha bhreith de chuid na
Cluirte Cuarda, mar a bhi:

(i) Diulta atrath eile a cheadq, agus

(i) Imeachtai dispeagtha sibhialta a chosaint.

Diultaiodh don chéad iarratas ar an mbonn go
raibh na foirne dlithiula réidh le dul ar aghaidh leis
an gcas. Didltaiodh don dara hiarratas ar an
mbonn gur bhris an t-iarrataséir orduithe cuirte in
ainneoin gur comhairliodh don iarrataséir cloi le
horduithe cuirte agus go raibh an t-iarratasoéir
eolach ar na hiarmhairti. Chimigh an Breitheamh
Cdirte Cuarda an fear céile agus an bhean chéile
ar feadh ceithre mhi agus mi amhain, faoi seach,
nuair a chinn sé go raibh siad ciontach i ndispea-

gadh ctirte.

Bhi an Breitheamh sasta go raibh fianaise aititheach
os a chombhair lena choncluidit go raibh gach
duine den na leanai i bpriacal, d4 bhfanfadh aon
duine acu faoi chiram laithreach cheachtar tui-
smitheoir né faoina gclram araon. D’ordaigh an
Chuirt Chuarda na leanai a ghlacadh i gciiram an
Bhoird Sliinte go mbeadh 18 bliain d’aois slanaithe
acu. Threoraigh an Breitheamh freisin nach
mbeadh aon teagmhail idir cheachtar de na tui-
smitheoiri agus na leanai ar feadh roinnt mionna.

Thionscain athair bheirt leanai an cas seo faoi
Choinbhinsitin na Haige ar na Gnéithe Sibhialta
d’Fhuadach Ildirndisitinta Linbh, a cuimsiodh i ndli
na hEireann faoin Acht um Fhuadach Leanai agus
Forghniomht Orduithe Coimeadta, 1991.T4 sé
mar aidhm ag an gCoinbhinsitin éasct a dhéanamh
ar leanai a thabhairt ar ais go tapa go dti an dlinse
onar aistriodh go héagérach iad, né nach rabhthas
a dtabhairt ar ais chuici, mar gheall ar choinneiil
éagorach.

An gearanai (an t-athair) agus an cosantoir (an
mhathair) a bhi sna himeachtai Ardchuirte, bhi siad
posta agus bhi beirt leanai acu. | mi Dheireadh
Fémhair 1999, fuair an mhathair ordd urchoisc in
aghaidh an athar ach ina dhiaidh sin rinne na pair-
tithe athmhuintearas agus bhog siad go Sasana i mi
na Nollag 1999. Ar an | Mean Fémhair 2001,
d’ionsaigh an t-athair an mhathair agus cuireadh
coir leighis uirthi da gortaithe in ospidéal. An la
dar gcionn, thug an mhathair na leanai ar ais go
hEirinn gan an t-athair a bheith ar an eolas faoi.
Tar éis don mhéthair imeacht go hEirinn, fuair an t-
athair néta a sheol an mhathair chuige ag cur in iul
dé gur thog si na leanai go hEirinn agus nar cheart
dé aon iarracht a dhéanamh i a fhail.

Thionscain an t-athair imeachtai faoi
Choinbhinsitin na Haige agus tugadh ciunamh
dlithitil don da phairti.

Mhaigh an mhéthair gur in Eirinn a bhi gnathait
chénaithe ar na leanai, mar go mba naisitinaigh
Eireannacha iad agus gur chénaigh siad in Eirinn 6n
data a rugadh iad go dti mi na Nollag 1999;



mhaigh an t-athair gur i Sasana a bhi gnathchoénai
ar na leanai.

Rialaigh an Ardchdirt gurbh ionann "gnathait cho-
naithe" agus "conai de ghnath" agus gurb é sin an
ait ina mbionn cénai ar dhuine. Rialaiodh, da bhri
sin, gur i Sasana a bhi gnathdit chénaithe ar na
leanai, go raibh freagracht tuismiochta do na leanai
dilsithe san athair agus sa mhathair araon, agus go
raibh aistri na leanai ag an mhathair contrartha
do Airteagal 3 de Choinbhinsiin na Haige.

Thug an Breitheamh le fios go mbeadh air a ordu
go dtabharfai na leanai ar ais go Sasana, mura
mbeadh sé sasta go raibh riosca tromchuiseach
ann da dtabharfai duine n6 duine eile de na leanai
ar ais go Sasana go gcuirfi an leanbh i mbaol diob-
hila go fisicitil n6 go siceolaioch, né i slite eile go
geuirfi an leanbh i gcas dofhulaingthe, mar a foriil-
tear faoi Airteagal 13 de Choinbhinsitin na Haige.

Ba chuis imni don Bhreitheamh gur fritheadh in
Eirinn go raibh uathachas trom 4 fhulaingt ag duine
de na leanai agus cuireadh na himeachtai ar atrath
lena dheimhnil cad iad na haiseanna a bheadh ar
fail i Sasana le déiledil le fadhbanna an linbh
uathaigh agus cén chompariid a bheadh idir iad
agus na haiseanna in Eirinn. Idir an d4 linn, fuair an
leanbh socruchan i scoil speisialta do leanai
uathacha in Eirinn.

Fuair an Ardchdirt tuarascalacha 6 shaineolaithe
leighis in Eirinn agus 6 shaineolaithe leighis i Sasana
a d’aontaigh da ndéanfai aon chur isteach ar chlar
an linbh uathaigh in Eirinn go mbeadh tionchar
aimhleasach aige ar a fhoras. Thug an saineolai
Sasanach le fios, dfach, go bhféadfai aon talamh a
chaillfi a fhail ar ais laistigh de bhliain.

Bhi an breitheamh den tuairim gur tréimhse fada
go maith é bliain do bhuachaill sé bliana d’aois agus
duirt sé da dtabharfai an leanbh ar ais go Sasana,
nach mbeadh cliiram faoisimh le fail go héasca do,
agus go bhféadfadh sé bheith tréimhse fada, da
dtarlédh sé ar chor ar bith, sula mbeadh diseanna
oideachais aige a bheadh inchurtha leis an
socruchén a fuair sé i scoil Eireannach.

Dhiultaigh an Breitheamh Ardchtirte a ordu go
dtabharfai na leanai ar ais, ar an mbonn go raibh sé
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sasta go mbeadh riosca tromchuiseach ann da
dtabharfai an leanbh uathach ar ais go gcuirfi an
leanbh i mbaol diobhila go fisicitil n6 go siceo-
laioch, né i slite eile go gcuirfi an leanbh i gcas
dofhulaingthe.

Ta an cas faoi achomharc go dti an Chuirt
Uachtarach.

Tugadh ctinamh dlithitil do dhuine chun imeachtai
failli ghairme a thionscnamh san Ardchuirt in
aghaidh aturnae.

Bhi an duine a fuair cinamh dlithitil ina
comhuinéir ar theach an teaghlaigh lena fear céile.
Sa bhliain 1988 tionscnaiodh imeachtai i gcoinne
an fhir chéile ag iarraidh aisioc ar airgead substain-
titil a thug beirt eile dhd, a liomhnaiodh. Ina dhi-
aidh sin, d’fhostaigh an fear céile seirbhisi aturnae
(an cosantair) agus shinigh cliant an Bhoird
doiciméidi le muirear a fhorghniomht ar an maoin,
agus as sin thainig diol theach an teaghlaigh nios
déanai. Mhaigh an cliant ina dhiaidh sin nach
bhfuair si cinamh dlithidil ceart maidir leis an
éifeacht a bheadh ag sinit na ndoiciméidi ar a leas i
dteach an teaghlaigh.

D’éiligh an cliant damaisti in aghaidh an chosan-
tora, as sairu comhaontaithe, sard dualgais agus
loiceadh seirbhisi gairmiula a sholathar.

San Ardchtirt aighniodh ar son an chliaint go raibh
sé de ghnathdhualgas ar an gcosantdir, mar ata
dlite 6 aturnae, comhairle cheart a thabhairt don
chliant, agus go mba cheart go mbeadh comhairle
curtha uirthi ag an gcosantoir faoi na himpleachtai
a bhain le haontt leis an muirear.

Ardaiodh freisin an tionchar michui a ghlactar leis
a bhi a fear céile uirthi agus aighniodh gur cheart
go mbeadh an cosantdir tar éis a chinntit go
bhfaigheadh si comhairle 6 dhuine cailithe neamh-
spledch

Rinne an cosantoir argdint, i measc rudai eile, nar
ghlac sé leis an gearanai mar chliant né go raibh sé
soiléir go raibh an cinneadh déanta aici cheana féin
tacu lena fear céile agus gurb é an oibleagiid a bhi
air féin ina leith na cinamh dlithitil éifeachtach a
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chur ar fail di chun an t-idirbheart a chriochnt
agus comhairle a chur uirthi faoi nadur agus
éifeacht na ndoiciméad a bhi 3 siniu aici.

Thug an Ardchuirt le fios gur ardaigh an cas fadhb
an-deacair, is ¢ sin, cad ¢ dualgas aturnae i leith
cliant sna imthoscai airithe a d’eascair sa chas. |
dtaca leis seo, chuaigh fianaise a thug saineolai tio-
lactha le linn na n-imeachtai i bhfeidhm ar an
mBreitheamh Ardchtirte, go hairithe maidir leis
an gceist easaontacht leasa. Bhi an saineolai tiolac-
tha den tuairim, sa chas nach raibh aon deacrachtai
posta idir an gearanai agus a fear céile, nach bhfaca
sé aon deacracht le comhairle a chur orthu le
chéile agus na roghanna ar fad a phlé leo. Bhian
breitheamh Ardchuirte den tuairim, murar thea-
gasc an fear céile an cosantdir gan a cuid roghanna
a phlé leis an mbean céile né comhairle a chur
uirthi fathu, nar cheart go mbeadh aon chuis
mhaith ann nach ndéanfadh sé é.

Rialaigh an Ardchtirt go raibh an cosantéir mic-
heart nuair a shiarchoinnigh sé comhairle 6n
ngearanai, ina haonar né i gcomhphdirt lena fear
céile, agus nach raibh a iompar ar an gcaighdean a
mbeifi ag suil leis 6 aturnae. Cinneadh go raibh
iompar an aturnae faillioch san abhar agus cin-
neadh freisin go raibh sé ciontach i mbriseadh
conartha.

Bhi an breitheamh den tuairim, afach, in imthosca
an chais, gur beag an baol a bhi ann go bhfagfadh
an gearanai an fear céile i bpriacal priosinachta.
Bhi an breitheamh sésta, ar chothrom na
déchulachta, fid amhdin da gcomhairleodh an
cosantdir i gceart i, fos go roghnddh si tacu lena
fear céile trina leathscar féin i dteach an teaghlaigh
a chur ar féil chun éileamh na bhféichiunaithe a
shasamh.

Rialaigh an Breitheamh nar fhulaing an gearanai
aon chaillteanas de thoradh na failli agus bhriseadh
an chonartha 6 thaobh an chosantéra agus d’or-
daigh sé gur cheart go dteipfeadh ar chaingean an
ghearanai le haghaidh damaisti.

Frank Murphy, Aturnae Bainistiochta lonad DIi Chill Mhantdin ag
labairt ag Comhdhail an Bhoird um Chunach Dilithidil i dTra Li.

Imeachtai in aghaidh an Bhoird:
Elizabeth Kavanagh v. An Bord um
Chdanamh Dilithidil

Thionscain Ms. Kavanagh imeachtai in aghaidh an
Bhoird um Chunamh DlithiGil mar gheall ar mhoill
i seachadadh seirbhisi dlithiula.

Rinne an t-iarratasoir iarratas ar chunamh dlithiuil
i dtaca le hidirscaradh bhreithitunach i mi Mhean
Fomhair 1997. | mi na Bealtaine 1999 proisedladh
a hiarratas agus glacadh leis. Idir an da linn, i mi
Dheireadh Fémhair 1997 tugadh cinamh dlithidil
di i dtaca le habhar eile ina raibh ga le seirbhis
tosaiochta. O mhi IGil 1999 go dti mi Aibredin
2000 mhaigh an t-iarratasoéir nach bhfuair si ach
aon litir amhdin én mBord (an freagroir). Ina dhi-
aidh sin fuair an t-iarrataséir idirscaradh breithiu-
nach agus ordu urchoisc agus Usaid 4 bhaint aici as
seirbhisi an Bhoird.

Loirg an t-iarratasdir faoisimh éagsula ina
hathbhreithnit breithiinach, bhi a bhformhér
inphléite faoi am na héisteachta. Chuimsigh a
caingean éileamh ar dhamadisti mar gheall ar sharu
dualgais reachtuil. Rinne an Bord argéint go raibh
an phairt oibritheach dd dhualgas ag braith ar
acmhainni, acmhainni airgeadais agus eile. Mhaigh
an t-iarratasoéir go raibh si i dteideal cinamh
dlithiail ma shasaigh si na critéir reachtula, gan aon
choinnioll maidir le hacmhainni an Bhoird.

De réir Alt 5 den Acht um Chanamh Dlithidil
Sibhialta 1995 is i priomhfheidhm an Bhoird um
Chunamh Dlithidil: "cinamh agus comhairle
dhlithitil i gcasanna sibhialta a sholathar, laistigh
d’acmhainni an Bhoird agus faoi réir fhoralacha eile
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an Achta seo, do dhaoine a shasaionn ceanglais an
Achta seo."

Rialaigh an Ardchuirt (Butler J.), agus i ag dibheadh
an éilimh, go raibh an chaint in alt 5(1) de Acht
1995 soiléir agus follasach agus nar gha aon
léirmhinia speisialta uirthi. Chiallaigh na focail go
simpli go gcuirfi cinamh dlithidil ar fail laistigh
d’acmhainni an fhreagréra agus b’shin a rinne an
freagroir sa chas seo. Bhi modh ag an bhfreagroir
le déiledil le casanna in ord dirithe tosaiochta agus
laistigh den scéim sin déilealadh leis an iarratasoéir
ar bhonn comhionann le gach iarratasoir eile.

Ta an cas faoi achomharc go dti an Chuirt
Uachtarach.

Bhi an naisitinach seo as tire in larthar na hAfraice
ina mhinistir Criostai ina thir dhichais sular theith
sé aisti i 1999.

Rinne sé iarratas ar stadas dideanai, mhaigh sé
raibh eagla géarleantna air nuair a tugadh Dli
Sharia isteach ina réigiun, thog an pobal
Moslamach ciréib agus dhoigh siad tithe agus
séipéil, a shéipéal féin ina measc, it ar maraiodh
daoine. D’fhag sé an tir ina dhiaidh sin agus lorg
sé tearmann in Eirinn.

Mheas an Coimisinéir larratais Dideanaithe go mba
léir go raibh iarratas an chliaint gan bunus agus
tugadh ctnamh dlithitil dé chun achomharc a
dhéanamh ar an gcinneadh sin. Chuir an RLS
doiciméadu maidir lena thir bhunis faoi bhraid an
Bhinse Achomharc Dideanaithe agus bhi ion-
adaiocht dhlithiuil aige ag éisteacht an bhinse.

Dhearbhaigh an Binse cinneadh an Choimisinéara,
ag lua mar chuiseanna inchreidteacht an chliaint, a
easpa eolais faoi fheidhmit an DIi Sharia agus nar
ghlac sé leis an rogha athlonnt i réigitn eile ina
thir féin ait a mbeadh sé slan 6 bhaol géarleanuna.
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D’éiligh naisitinach as tire sa Mhednoirthear a bhi
ina choénai i dtir eile sa Mhednoirthear stadas
dideanai ar bhonn a bhallraiochta in eagraiocht
pholaititil agus ar bhonn idirdhealaithe ar
chuiseanna eitneacha ina thir uchtaithe.

D’aighnigh an cliant gur buaileadh agus gur céasadh
go leantnach &, le linn dé a bheith faoi choinneail
sna 1970ai agus 1980ai, rud a d’thag le drochf-
hearba é, a chos a bheith briste ina lan aiteanna
agus a lan fiacla a bheith caillte aige.

Sholathraigh an RLS tuairisci leighis ag cur bunuis
leis an éileamh sin. Chomh maith leis sin, cuireadh
tuairisci thir bhunuis ar fail a thaispedin go raibh
baill da eagraiocht, agus go deimhin comhnaisiu-
naigh da chuid, 4 ngabhail gan barantas agus a gcur
i bpriostin gan triail, agus go raibh bualadh agus
céasadh cimi coitianta.

Ghlac an Coimisinéir larratais Dideanaithe lena
iarratas ag an gcéad chéim.

Thainig an naisiinach seo as tire in larthar na
hAfraice go hEirinn in aois 17 mbliana agus d’éiligh
sé tearmann ar an mbonn go raibh eagla géar-
leandna air de thoradh an taithi direach pearsanta
bhi aige ar na heachtrai corraitheacha polaititla
agus mileata ina thir dhdchais.

D’aighnigh an cliant gur maraiodh a athair agus é
faoi choinneiil agus gur fhulaing sé féin céasadh.
Dhearbhaigh sé go mbeadh an rud chéanna i ndan
doé féin da bhfillfeadh sé. Chuir an RLS eolas thir
bhuntis ar fail don Choimisinéir larratais
Dideanaithe, a thug tacaiocht don scéal go raibh
coinniollacha priosuin sa tir sin thar a bheith go
dona agus ina mbaol beatha.

Dhiultaigh an Coimisinéir larratais Dideanaithe sta-
das dideanai don chliant ar bhonn easpa inchrei-
dteachta agus tugadh ctinamh dlithidil chun
achomharc a dhéanamh ar an gcinneadh sin.

Dhearbhaigh an Binse Achomharc Dideanaithe cin-



neadh an Choimisinéara agus dhiultaigh sé a fho-

gairt gur dideanai a bhi san achomharcéir. Ba i an
phriomhchuiis a bhi leis an gcinneadh sin na ceist

inchreidteacht an achomharcéra.

Rinne an mionaoiseach, |6 bliain d’aois, 6n
Mednoirthear iarratas ar stddas dideanai ar an
mbonn go raibh baint aige le heagras coiscthe ina
thir féin a bhi cdinteach ar an rialtas ansin.

Fuair an t-iarrataséir seirbhisi dlithidla én RLS mar
ullmhuchan da agallamh leis an gCoimisinéir
larratais Dideanaithe agus bhi oibri ciis ag freastal
air le linn an agallaimh.

Bhi dearthiir an iarrataséra ina udar ar a lan
foilseachan frithrialtais agus, mar thoradh ar sin,
maiodh gur gabhadh agus gur céasadh é roinnt
uaireanta. D’oibrigh an cliant i siopa

leabhar inar dioladh na foilseachdin seo "faoin
geuntar" agus coinniodh agus ceistiodh é ag aman-
na éagsula. Cuireadh doiciméadu faoi bhraid an
Choimisinéara larratais Dideanaithe, ag tacu lena
mhaiomh go mbeadh géarleandint i ndan dé da
geuirfi ar ais go dtina thir dhuchais é.

Ghlac an Coimisinéir larratais Dideanaithe leis go
raibh bunis maith leis an eagla géarleantna a bhi
ar an gcliant agus bronnadh stadas dideanai air ag
an gcéad chéim.

Bhi teora le lion na gcasanna inar lorgaiodh
athbhreithnit breithitnach, agus a shroich éisteacht
iomlan sa bhliain 2001. Cuid den chuis ata leis
seo, gur aontaiodh socraiocht i roinnt casanna tar
éis don RLS imeachtai a thionschnamh, ach sular
thainig an cheist go dti éisteacht Ardchuirte. T4 an

da chas seo a leanas ionadaioch ar na casanna a
togadh sa bhliain 2001

Tugadh ciinamh dlithitil do theaghlach Seiceach
agus do athair Nigéireach chun imeachtai
Athbhreithnithe Bhreithitnaigh a thionscnamh ag
agdid in aghaidh orduithe ionnarbtha a rinne an
tAire Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchdirithe Dli. Ba é an chuis a bhi leis an agoéid
in aghaidh na n-orduithe na go raibh leanbh a
rugadh in Eirinn ag gach ceann den da phairti.
D’aighnigh An tSeirbhis Dli do Dhideanaithe (RLS)
ar son na gcliant go raibh an phriomhargéint ar
son na n-orduithe ionnarbtha a chur ar ceal
bunaithe ar chearta bunreachtula an linbh a rugadh
in Eirinn (agus éagsUil 6 chdinsi tearmainn), cearta
a bhi curtha in idl ag an gCuirt Uachtarach i gcas
Fajujonu. Airiodh i measc na gcearta sin an ceart
cénai in Eirinn, an ceart do theaghlach aontaithe
agus an ceart do shaor-oideachas bunscoile, cearta
atd cosanta ag Airteagail 2,40, 4| agus 42 den
Bhunreacht. Rinne an RLS argoéint freisin, da
gceadofai ionnarbadh thuismitheoiri na leanai a
rugadh in Eirinn, go ndéanfai ionnarbadh de facto
ar na leanai a rugadh in Eirinn, n6 go bhfagfai faoi
chdram in Eirinn iad, agus nach mbeadh ceachtar
diobh seo ar an tsli ab fhearr le freastal ar leas an
linbh. Aighniodh freisin nach raibh aon imthoscai
eisceachtula na ceisteanna bheartais phoibli faocina
mbeadh sé riachtanach na teaghlaigh seo a ionnar-
badh.

Aighniodh ar son an Stait go bhféadfai cas Fajujonu
a imdheald, os rud é go raibh triar leanai Eirean-
nacha acu agus go raibh siad ina gconai in Eirinn ar
feadh tréimhse réasunta ama, agus da bhri sin go
raibh ceangal bunaithe acu leis an Stat. D’aighnigh
an Stat freisin go gcaithfi ionracas an phroiseas
tearmainn a chosaint.

D’aontaigh an Ardchdirt leis an Stat agus chinn si
gur chuir an tAire cearta bunreachtula an linbh san
agireamh agus nach raibh na cearta seo iomlan ach
go raibh siad faoi réir ag leas an phobail. Rialaigh
an Ardchuirt freisin gurb é an Stat caomhnoir leas
an phobail agus go raibh riali eachtrannach san
dgireamh i leas an phobail. Duirt an Breitheamh
"nach amhdin go raibh feidhmit choinbhinsitin Bhaile
Atha Cliath agus an riachtanas doshdraithe go
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gcaomhnofai meas ar ionracas an chérais tearmainn
agus inimirce, tromchuiseach agus substaintitil, ach
freisin go raibh siad ardcheannasach agus uileghab-
hédlach mar chuiseanna". Chinn sé go raibh "difriocht
agus imdhealii chomh mdr idir na firici sa chds
léithreach agus na firici i gcds Fajujonu nach dtagaim
go dti an choncluid go mbeadh sé neamhréireach leis
an mBunreacht iadsan a bhfuil orduithe ionnarbtha
déanta ina leith a dhibirt."

Ta an cas faoi achomharc go dti an Chuirt
Uachtarach anois.

Leibhéil Foirne

Ar | Eaniir 2001, bhi an lion iomlan foirne a
ceadaiodh don Bhord um Chdanamh Dlithilil
cothrom le 410, ar a raibh iomlan 140 ball foirne a
ceadaiodh don tSeirbhis Dli do Dhideanaithe. |
rith na bliana 2001 reachtaladh feachtas mér
earcaiochta, faoinar tiondladh roinnt comértas
earcaiochta d’aturnaetha, d’thoireann
pharaidhlithiuil agus d’fhoireann riarachdin, chun go
lionfai breis agus 100 de na poist a Gdaraiodh don
tSeirbhis DIi do Dideanaithe sa bhliain 2000.

| rith na bliana 2001, bhi an Bord sasta go bhfac-
thas maolu ar na deacrachtai earcaiochta ag leib-
héil riarachdin agus aturnaetha a bhi acu sna
blianta roimhe sin. Cé go bhféadfadh gur tharla
cuid den dul chun cinn sin de bharr athruithe ar
choinniollacha sa mhargadh saothair, ba mhaith leis
an mBord a admhail freisin go raibh dea-thionchar
ag tionscnaimh de chuid Choimisinéiri na
Statseirbhise lena gcuid proiseas earcaiochta a
bhrostu agus ag ranndg idirchaidrimh chustaiméiri
na gCoimisinéiri a thug cinamh lena chinntit go
dtabharfai freagra luath ar riachtanais earcaiochta
statseirbhise an Bhoird.

Clar Oiliana

Sa bhliain 2001, chinn an Bord clar cuimsitheach
forbartha bainistiochta d’aturnaetha bainistiochta
agus don fhoireann sinsearach riarachain a chur ar
fail.

Bhi an clar curtha in oiritint go sonrach do riach-
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tanais fhoireann shinsearach bhainistiochta an
Bhoird. Mar chuid den ullmhichan don chlar
eisiodh mioncheistitichain do |68 ball den fhoire-
ann (thart ar 40% d’fhoireann an Bhoird) chun
eolas a fhail ar aeraid eagraiochtuil an Bhoird agus
ar stileanna bainistiochta aturnaetha bainistiochta
agus fhoireann shinsearach bhainistiochta an
Bhoird. Bhi na ceistitichain dirithe freisin ar a fhail
amach conas ar airigh an fhoireann faoin mbearna
idir an bealach ina bhfeidhmionn an eagraiocht faoi
lathair agus mar a d’fheidhmeodh si i staid
idéalach. Thaispedin anailis ar na freagrai gur airigh
an fhoireann go raibh bearnai suntasacha i réimsi
costil le carsai caighdedin, soiléireachta agus
aitheantais sa Bhord. Ag eascairt as an anailis ar na
freagrai, seachadadh an chéad chéim den chlar for-
bartha bainistiochta roimh deireadh na bliana
2001. Mar chuid den chlar cuireadh aiseolas chuig
gach duine a bhi pairteach faoin a gcuid stileanna
bainistiochta aonair agus a gcuid oiliinaithe aon le
haon agus an doéigh a rachadh feabhsuchiin ar fhei-
dhmitchan bainistiochta i gcion ar a bhfoireann
agus ar éifeacht a n-ionaid oibre.

Beartaiodh tuilleadh oibre don bhliain 2002 chun
aghaidh a thabhairt ar cheisteanna a d’ardaigh an
fhoireann ag éiri as na ceistitichain agus chun fuil-
leach na hoilitna a sholathar.

Combhionannas Deise

Mar ata luaite i Raiteas Comhionannais an Bhoird
is Fostoir Comhionannais Deise é an Bord.
Breithnitear go hiomlan agus go cothrom gach iar-
ratasoéir ar fhostaiocht, ag tabhairt aird chui ar
infheidhmeacht agus ar abaltacht an iarratasora
agus ar na riachtanais agus na critéir incheap-
thachta don phost. Caitear le gach duine ar théar-
mai comhionanna maidir le forbairt ghairme, ardd
céime agus oilitint. Feidhmionn an Bord laistigh
de théarmai an Achta um Chomhionannas
Fostaiochta, 1998. T3 oifigeach i Rannég Acmhainni
Daonna an Bhoird ceaptha mar Oifigeach
Comhionannais an Bhoird.

Slainte agus Sabhailteacht
| rith na bliana lean an Bord lena dhearcadh dear-

fach gniomhach i leith a bheartais Slainte agus
Sabhailteachta agus i leith a chuid oibleagaidi facin



Acht um Shabhdilteachta, Slainte agus Leas ag
Obair, 1989. Go hairithe, leanadh ar aghaidh leis an
Clar Feabhsuchain Slandéla in aitreabh an Bhoird in
2001, clar a tosaiodh sa bhliain 1999.

Leanfaidh an Bord ag cinntiti go mbeidh an fhoire-
ann ar fad ag obair i dtimpeallacht ata slan agus
sabhailte.

Ta roinnt beartas sonracha sa Chlar Rathdnais
agus Cothromaiochta (PPF) chun a chinntit gur
féidir le heagraiochtai aonair na cuspéiri leathana
atd i gclar athnuachana na statseirbhise a bhaint
amach. Cladaionn na beartais seo solibthacht
eagraiochtuil, dearbhu ciiliochta, bainistiu fei-
dhmidchain, tuilleadh forbartha ar struchtuir
chomhphiirtiochta agus diria isteach in athuair ar
straitéisi bainistiochta na n-acmhainni daonna.

| rith na bliana 2001, lean an Bord air le tionsc-
naimh, faoina chlar leantinach bainistiochta
athruithe, chun a chinntit gur féidir na feabh-
stchain ata ag teastail thar thréimhse saoil an PPF
a bhaint amach. T4 mioneolas faoi dhul chun cinn i
gcuid de na réimsi abharthacha le fail thios.

Solubthacht eagraiochtiiil

Chuaigh an Bord i mbun dha thionscnamh sa
réimse seo, mar ata:

« scrudd a dhéanamh ar struchtdr bainistiochta
reatha an Bhoird agus ar na socruithe foirne
sna hionaid dli; agus

« athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar na nithe a
bhaineann le rochtain ar chiinamh dlithiil, na
socraithe seirbhisi dlithitla a chur ar fail san
agireamh mar aon leis na cérais agus na
struchtlir trina gcuirtear cinamh dlithidil ar
fail.

Ta sé beartaithe go ndéanfar dul chun cinn sun-
tasach san da dbhar seo i rith 2002 agus 2003.

Dearbhu Cailiochta

Bionn an Bord i gconai ag iarraidh feabhas a chur
ar chiiliocht na seirbhise a chuirtear ar fail da
chustaiméiri agus chuaigh sé i mbun roinnt tionsc-
namh sa bhliain 2001, ina measc:

. seoladh a Phlean Ciram Custaiméiri 2001-2004
ag comhdhdil a reachtdladh ar éciid cheiliartha
2] bliain a bheith sldnaithe ag an mBord.
Leagann an Plean sios na caighdedin i dtaca le
curaim seirbhise ar féidir le custaiméiri (foir-
eann an Bhoird san aireamh) a bheith ag stil
leo agus iad ag plé leis an mBord;

. forbairt treoirlinte don "chleachtais is fearr"
d’fhonn feabhas a chur ar chailiocht na seirbhisi
dlithidla a chuireann an Bord ar fail; agus

« meicniochtai aiseolais 6 chustaiméiri a thor
bairt, nithe ata pléite faoin gcéad cheannteideal
eile.

Suirbhé Cliant

Sa bhliain 2001 reachtiil an Bord tionscadal piolo-
tach le suirbhé a dhéanamh ar chliaint faoina
ndearcadh ar sheirbhis an Bhoird um Chtram
Dlithiuil. Céim thiabhachtach a bhi anseo chun go
mbeadh cliaint pairteach i bhfeabhsu na seirbhise.
Daileadh cuig cheistiichan déag ar gach aturnae i
30 ionad dli de chuid an Bhoird. Cuireadh na ceis-
tiuchdin chomhlanaithe (thart ar 350 as iomlan de
[,300) ar aghaidh direach go dti Grapa Oibre
Cumarsaide an Bhoird, a rinne proiseiil ar na
torthai.

Astu sin a d’fhreagair, léirigh 84% go raibh siad
sasta le ciiliocht na seirbhise ar an iomlan, nior
léirigh ach 1% a mishéastacht. Léiriodh leibhéil arda
sastachta (80%) le gnéithe sonracha den tseirbhis —
iad a bheith coinnithe ar an eolas, an t-am a thég
sé comhfhreagras a fhreagairt/glaonna agus aisean-
na a cuireadh ar fail. Duirt beagnach 100% gur
caitheadh leo go cuirtéiseach.

Leanfaidh an Bord ag reachtiil suirbhéanna den
chineél seo ar bhonn leandnach, mar dhearbhu
cailiochta da chlar cdraim custaiméiri. Ta sé freisin
ag scrudu cén bonn ar a mbunéfar painéil chliant-
Usaideoiri le haghaidh comhairliichdin leantnach ar
sholathar seirbhise.
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Bainistiocht Fheidhmitchain

Rinne an Bord dul chun cinn suntasach nuair a
tionscnaiodh an Céras Bainistiochta agus
Forbartha Feidhmitchain (PMDS). Is cuid larnach
den choéras sin cuig 14 oiliina a chur ar fail don
fhoireann ar fad. Cuireadh an chéad chéim den
chlar oiliuna i bhfeidhm faoi dheireadh na bliana
2001. Cuirfear fuilleach na hoilitna ar fail i rith na
bliana 2002.

Rinneadh dul chun cinn freisin i bhforbairt
pleananna gné do gach réimse gniomhaiochta de
chuid an Bhoird. Ta na pleananna seo mar chuid
bhunutsach de phroiseas pleanala corparaideach an
Bhoird agus den PMDS agus aistrionn siad na spri-
ocanna agus na cuspoiri ardleibhéil i bPlean
Corpariideach an Bhoird isteach i gclair shonracha
oibre a choinneoidh eolas leis na haonaid oibre
agus leis an bhfoireann ina n-imeachtai 6 13 go la.

Combhphairtiocht

Lean proiseas comhphairtiochta an Bhoird ag fas
agus ag forbairt i rith na bliana 2001 nuair a tugadh
faoi thionscnaimh nua. Anois, cuireann na Gruapai
Oibre Forbartha Foirne agus Cumarsiide, a
bunaiodh faoi Thionscnamh na Bainistiochta
Straitéisi, tuairisci ar fail don Choiste
Comhphiirtiochta faoina gclair oibre leantinacha.
Cuireann Coiste Sldinte agus Sabhailteachta an
Bhoird tuairisci ar fail don Chomhphdirtiocht
chomh maith, mar a dhéanann an coiste ata ag
scrudu cheist na rochtana ar sheirbhisi cinaimh
dhlithidil.

| measc na bpriomhthascanna ata faoi chdiram an
Choiste Comhphairtiochta, ta leathni an PMDS go
dti an fhoireann ar fad mar aon le feidhmid na
Scéime um Fheidhmiocht den Scoth agus na
scéime INPUT (Moltai Foirne). Chinn an Coiste
Comhphiirtiochta freisin clar cuimsitheach i dtaca
le scridu sldinte a sholathar don fhoireann i
bhfémhar na bliana 2001. Chomh maith leis sin
cuireadh tus le hobair ar an athbhreithnia ar rél
agus feidhm an Choiste Comhphairtiochta sa
Bhord agus ghlac ionadaithe an Choiste pairt i
gceardlanna a bunaiodh thar roinnt eagraiochtai
seirbhise poibli.
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Straitéis Bhainistiochta Acmhainni Daonna

Sonraionn an Clar Rathunais agus Cothromaiochta
(PPF) go mbeidh ga le polasaithe agus straitéisi
bainistiochta acmhainni daonna a bheidh nios
nudlai agus nios solubtha chun éifeachtulacht a
chaomhnt agus a fheabhsu. Da réir sin, bhi an
Coiste Comhphairtiochta ag obair go gniomhach
chun forbairt a dhéanamh ar straitéis chuim-
sitheach acmhainni daonna don eagraiocht.
Criochnéfar an Straitéis i rith na bliana 2002 agus
beidh sé ag cur leis an tionscnaimh ata ar bun
cheana féin agus tabharfaidh sé aghaidh ar na dush-
lain HR atd roimh an mBord.

| rith 2001, shocraigh an Bord dul ar aghaidh leis
an bpraiseas aistrithe i leith na foirne sin a bhi le
athlonnu i gCathair Saidhbhin. Go luath in 2001
fuair an Bord amach go raibh lion suntasach de
bhaill foirne, i Ranna agus in offigi eile, a raibh suim
acu dul leis an mBord sa ddigh is go mbeadh ar a
gcumas aistrit go Cathair Saidhbhin, ach nach
mbeadh ar a gcumas dul leis an mBord go mbeadh
iostas oifige ar fiil déibh ar an mbaile sin. Da tho-
radh sin chinn an Bord oifig eatramhach a oscailt i
gCathair Saidhbhin. Aimsiodh foirgneamh oiriu-
nach agus, in ldil 2001, chuaigh scér ball foirne i
mbun oibre san ionad nua as na 41 ball foirne ar
fad a bhi le n-aistriu go Cathair Saidhbhin ar
deireadh thiar.

Chun a chinntit go n-aistreofai na feidhmeanna cui
go sasuil, socraiodh go gcoinneofai cuid d’fhoireann
an Bhoird a raibh taithi acu chun go bhféadfaidis
oibrit in éineacht leis an bhfoireann nua i dtaca le
hoilidint agus le coitsedil.

| rith na bliana leanadh ar aghaidh le togail agus le
feistiti fhoirgneamh buan an Bhoird, agus
criochnaiodh an obair chun cinn ar an sceideal ag
teacht le deireadh 2001. D’aistrigh an fhoireann
isteach sna foirgnimh nua seo de réir a chéile in
Eanair agus i bhFeabhra 2002, agus faocin am sin bhi
crioch, geall leis, curtha leis an aistriti feidhmeanna
as Baile Atha Cliath go Cathair Saidhbhin.



Ta gréasan idirlin an Bhoird ag
www.legalaidboard.ie, agus tugtar eolas iomlan
ansin faoi sheirbhisi an Bhoird, mar aon le céipean-
na dar mbileoga eolais do na hionaid dli agus don
RLS, agus foirmeacha iarratais agus foirmeacha
tastala acmhainne. Chomh maith leis sin tugann
an gréasan eolas faoi na hionaid agus na hoifigi dli,
mar aon le uimhreacha teagmhala do gach oifig.

Léirionn Aguisin | dréacht de riitis airgeadais an
Bhoird do 2001.

Seo a leanas roinnt tagairti maidir le ioncam an
Bhoird.

(a) Deontas i gCabhair
Ar aon dul leis na blianta roimhe sin, deontas i
gcabhair 6n Roinn Dli agus Cirt,
Comhionannais agus Athchéirithe Dli is ea an
chuid is mé de ioncam an Bhoird. Cuireadh
méadu breise ar an maoiniu a thainig n
Rialtas in 2001. Méadaiodh an deontas de
bhreis agus 8% in 2000, agus cuireadh méadu
de 5% breise ar sin in 2001, go dti £13.064
millian.

Ag cur san direamh an lear mér maoine a bhi
ar lamh ag teacht le deireadh na bliana, maoin
anonn 6n mbliain roimhe sin an chuid ba mhé
de, chinn an Bord gan iocaiocht iomlan a lorg
ar dheontas 2001. Is é an méid a fuarthas na
an leibhéal maoinithe a theastaigh chun ioc as
costas iomlan na bliana i dtaca le sheirbhisi
cunaimh dhlithidla.

(b) An tSeirbhis Dli do Dhideanaithe
Thainig ardy suntas ar mhaoiniu an Statchiste
don RLS in 2001 — ardaithe go dti £8.1
millidn, i gcomparaid le £1 millian in 2000.
Cuireadh an mhaoinit bhreise sin ar fail chun
go mbeadh sé ar chumas an Bhoird a chean
-galtas a chomhlionadh nuair a méadaiodh an
tseirbhis in 2001. Caiteachas iomlan de £6.4
milliina bhi ag an RLS in 2001, agus bhi sin
faoi bhun an chéad alluntais, rud a tharla go
priomha mar gur cuireadh ar athl6é ceapachan
an leibhéil foirne a bhi ceadaithe chomh maith
le ceannach iostais, os rud go raibh an leibhéal
éilimh nios isle nd mar a measadh a bheadh i
dtus ama.

(c) Ranniocaiochtai
Maidir le daoine a gcuirtear seirbhisi dlithiala
ar fail doibh, tugann siad ranniocaiochtai a
bhionn bunaithe ar a n-ioncam agus, i roinnt
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casanna, ar a n-acmhainni caipitil. £4 an ran
niocaiocht is It do chomhairle dlithitil agus
£23 as ionadaiocht sa chdirt. Is féidir an
fosranniocaiocht a tharscaoileadh i gcas
cruatain. Thainig méadu de 28% ar fhéltais in
2001 de thoradh lion nios mé daoine a bheith
ag ioc nios mo na an fosranniocaiocht.

(d) Aisghabhiil Costas
Is ceadmhach don Bhord an costas a
bhaineann le solathar seirbhisi dlithiula a ais
ghabhail:
(i) on bpdirti eile in aighneas de thoradh ordu
ctirte né mar chuid den chomhaontd i
réiteach aighnis; n6
(ii)
on duine a fuair an canamh dlithitil as aon
airgead/maoin a fuair an té sin de thoradh na
seirbhisi dlithitla a chur ar fail.
Is féidir éagsulacht shuntasach a bheith sa
mhéid costas a aisghabhtar 6 bhliain go bliain,
go hairithe ma ghabhtar costais an té a fuair
ctnamh dlithidil i gcas ina bhfuil sé ar chumas
an duine eile na costais a ioc. Is ionduil nach
dtarlaionn sin i gcasanna a bhaineann le dli
teaghlaigh, na casanna is mé a bhionn idir
lamha ag an mBord.
Bhi leibhéal na gcostas a aisghabhadh in 2001
costil go maith le 2000.

Caiteachas

Taispednann an graf seo a leanas an miondealu ar
an gcaiteachas a bhi ag an mBord sna tri bliana seo
caite.
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Caiteachas
£m

1999
2000

2001 .

TAILLI
ABHCOIDI

TUARASTAIL
AGUS TAILLI AN
BHOIRD

cios,
COTHABHAIL,
ARACHAS

TAILLI DLITHIULA
AGUS
GAIRMIULA

COSTAIS
REATHA

Léirionn an graf seo a leanas an ceangal idir
mhaoinit an Oireachtais agus an caiteachas iarbhir
thar na deich mbliana seo caite.

£m

/
/

A
'
el
/
/

—&—— Maoinid Stiit

—&—— Caiteachas ,

1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Ba chéir a notiil go bhfuil maoinit agus caiteachas
ar an RLS san direamh sna figitiri thuas do na
blianta 6 2000 ar aghaidh.

Tagairti iad seo a leanas do na priomhghnéithe
caiteachais ata léirithe i rditis airgeadais 2001:

1) Tuarastail
Thainig méadu suas le £2,834,000 (thart ar
44%) ar an gcaiteachas ar chostais fostaithe in
2001 mar gheall ar an méadu a thainig ar an
lion foirne i dtaca leis an tSeirbhis DIi do
Dhideanaithe (ar ceadaiodh ardu foirne 6 39 go



2)

3)

dti |15 in leith), agus na harduithe caighdean-
acha a tharla de thoradh incriminti bliantula
agus comhaontaithe naisiiinta pa. San direamh
freisin ta an costas a bhain le fostaiocht sheal-
adach a thabhairt do roinnt dliodéiri agus
d’fhoireann tacaiochta cléireachais ar chonradh
chun freastal ar neamhlaithreacht ar nés saoire
maithreachais, saoire tinnis, agus araile. | Nota
4 ata leis na cuntais, tugtar mioneolas faoi lion
na bhfostaithe agus a gcostas. Léirionn sé go
raibh 410 post ceadaithe don Bhord ar an 31
Nollaig 2001, foireann RLS san aireamh. Thainig
méadu ar an lion a bhi fostaithe 6 333 ar an 31
Nollaig 2000 go dti 41| ar an 31 Nollaig 2001.

lostas

Chomh maith leis na costais a bhain leis an
gcothabhail ar 34 aitreabh ar fud na tire, bhi
costais ar an mBord i dtaca leis an réiteach a
rinneadh ar ditreabh athlonnaithe agus an obair
athchoirithe a rinneadh ar ionaid a bhi ann
cheana féin.

Tailli agus costais dlithidla

Ta roinnt eiliminti difridla san direamh faoin tei
deal seo - féach Néta 6 leis na cuntais — agus
déantar tagairt do gach ceann de na ceannteidil
éagsula ata san iomlin mar seo a leanas:

(i) Tailli abhcoidi
Thainig méadu de bhreis agus £340,000, n6
22%, ar an gcaiteachas ar thailli abhcéidi.
Léirionn sin an costas a bhain leis an sciar
méadaithe de theastais, eisithe in 2000 agus
in 2001, ar an rata méadaithe a haontaiodh
le Comhairle Bharra na hEireann, chomh
maith le tdilli as ionadaiocht i gcasanna

faoin Athbhreithniu Breithitinach a thég an
RLS.Tugann an tabla seo a leanas na tailli
abhcoide agus an lion casanna inar
ceadaiodh teastais chiinaimh dli sna
Cdirteanna Duiche agus sna
hArdchuirteanna thar na sé bliana seo
caite.

(ii) Tailli -— costais dlithiala
Tailli dlithidla is ea na tailli a ghearrtar ar
an mBord nuair a chuirtear cinamh dlithiuil
sibhialta agus seirbhis chombhairle ar fiil do
dhaoine sa phobal. Airithe sna tailli sin, ta
caiteachas ar fhinnéithe saineolais, gairmitla
agus tuata, a bhionn gafa le casanna ina
bhfuil cnamh dlithitil i gceist.

(iii)Scéim na gCleachtoéiri
Priobhaideacha
Bhi caiteachas de £546,000 ar scéim na
gcleachtdiri priobhaideacha in 2001, i
gcomparaid le £178,000 in 2000.Tharla sin
de thoradh an leathnaithe ndisitinta a rin
-neadh ar scéim na gCuirteanna Duiche in
2000 agus an lion méadaithe de chédsanna a
pléadh da bharr, mar aon leis an ardt a
thainig ar leibhéal na dtiilli a hiocadh.

(iv) Tailli gairmidula eile
Baineann na costais ata faoin teideal seo
leis na daoine gairmiula a d’fhostaigh an
Bord chun comhairle neamhspleach dlithiil
a thabhairt don Bhord agus chun cuidit le
ceannach agus le coiril aitreabh nua.

(v) Costais Eile
Ni mér teastas cleachtais, eisithe ag an
Ollchumann DIi, a bheith ag aturnaetha a
fhostaionn an Bord. Chosain na teastais sin
beagnach £147,000 san iomlan in 2001.
Airithe faoin teideal seo freisin ta an
caiteachas ar oilitint agus ar shintitis ball
raiochta bliantula.

1996 1,883 685,000

1997 2,839 1,007,000 Airgead sa Bhanc agus ar Laimh

1998 2,862 1,079,000 L Clr Comp —
éirionn an Clar Combhardaithe go raibh breis agus

L 282 gectiti £2.6 millian ar ldimh ag an mBor%j ag deireadh ®

2000 2,774 1,572,000 2001. Ni chuireann sin san direamh an gala deire-

2001 2,404 1,912,000 anach de £1.Im den Deontas i gcabhair, nar
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togadh anuas, ar chombhairle 6 Oifig an Ard-
Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste, chun ioslaghdu a
dhéanambh ar lion na gcisti ar laimh ag deireadh na
bliana. Cuireadh tus le roinnt tionscadal in 2001
nach raibh criochnaithe agus chiallaigh sin gur
tugadh cisti ar aghaidh go dti 2002. Ina measc sin
bhi tionscadail IT, feistit ar ionaid dli, oiliGint bain-
istiochta agus PMDS nach rabhthas in ann a
chriochnt roimh dheireadh na bliana, agus costais
a bhain le scéim phiolétach na Cuirte Cuarda i
leith na gCleachtoiri Priobhaideacha. Ina theannta
sin theastaigh airgead a bheith ar laimh le cur in
aghaidh roinnt athbhreithnithe ciosa nach raibh
ioctha agus CBL a bhi dlite ar léasa a tégadh
amach in 2001, agus nach raibh sonrasc faighte ina
leith faoi dheireadh na bliana.

Bhi £607,000 in airgead a choinneadil thar cheann
cliant. Feicfear 6 Nota | | ata leis na cuntais go
raibh breis agus £4.9 millin de thrichur cliant i
gceist in 2001.Tharla sin de thoradh césanna ina
bhfuair cliaint airgead 6n bpairti eile né as dius-
cairt maoine, de thoradh comhairle dli né ion-
adaiochta sa chuirt. Cuirtear airgead den chineal
sin isteach sa Chuntas Ciste Cliant um Chinamh
Dlithiuil sula dtugtar ar ais do na cliaint é ldide, i
gcasanna dirithe, an méid costas a bhi ar an mBord
i leith solathar na seirbhisi dlithidla.

Bhi iomlan na gCreiditnaithe agus na bhFabhruithe
cothrom le £1,121,000, geall leis, ar an 31 Nollaig.
Airithe ansin bhi £277,187 a bhi dlite do na
Coimisinéiri loncaim i dtaca le PAYE/PRSI agus
£172,576 i dtaca le Cain Shiarchoinnedlach ar
Sheirbhis Ghairmitil.

An tAcht um ioc Pras Cuntas, 1997

Cuireadh An tAcht um ioc Pras Cuntas, 1997 i
bhfeidhm ar an 2 Eanair 1998. De réir Alt 4 den
Acht ta dualgas ar an mBord ioc as solathar earrai
nd seirbhisi faoin "déta ioctha forordaithe". Faoi
lathair bionn an data ioctha forordaithe ann 45 14
tar éis sonrasc a fhail né tréimhse nios |0 na sin de
réir mar a bhionn luaite go sonrach i gconradh
scriofa. Ma theipeann ar an mBord iocaiocht a
dhéanamh faoin data ioctha forordaithe beidh us
dlite don solathroir.

Cuireadh gnathaimh chuimsitheacha a bhfeidhm
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chun a chinntit go gcloifeadh an Bord le gach gné
abhartha de na riachtanais a bhaineann leis an Acht
um loc Pras Cuntas, 1997.

Déanann an bhainistiocht athbhreithnid miosuil ar
na tuairisci faoi chasanna inar gearradh us agus
déantar ceartichain de réir mar a bhionn ga leo
chun a chinntit go gcloitear leis an Acht agus chun
ioslaghdu a dhéanamh ar an Us a ghearrtar ar
mhall-iocaiochtai sna tréimhsi ina dhiaidh sin.

| rith 2001 iocadh £1,585 (£1,971 in 2000) san
iomlan le solathroiri earrai agus seirbhisi mar Us ar
mhall-iocaiochtai, sin 0.01% (0.03% in 2000) de na
hiocaiochtai abhartha ar fad.

Bhi 118 cas mall-iocaiochta ann i rith na bliana ina
raibh breis agus £250 le n-ioc (£220 in 2000). San
iomlan, chosain na haisiocaiochtai sin £92,461 agus
bhi tréimhse moille de 28 Ia ar mean i gceist (33 in
2000) ar na hiocaiochtai sin. Mall-iochaiochtai do
ea 1.38% de na hiochaiochtai iomlana (3.38% i
2000) i dtedrnai airgeadaiochta.
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AN BORD UM CHUNAMH DLITHIUIL

AGUISIN |

AN CISTE CUNAIMH
DHLITHIUIL

TUAIRISC AN ARD-
REACHTAIRE CUNTAS AGUS
CISTE DO THITHE AN
OIREACHTAIS

Ta iniuchadh déanta agam ar na riitis airgeadais
atd ar leathanaigh 35 go 44 de réir Alt 5 den Acht
an Ard-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste (Leasu),
1993.

Freagrachtai an Bhoird agus Ard-
Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste faoi
seach

Ta freagrachtai cuntasaiochta an Bhoird um
Chunamh Dilithidil leagtha sios sa Raiteas faoi
Fhreagrachtai an Bhoird ata ar leathanach 47.T3a sé
de fhreagracht ormsa, bunaithe ar an iniuchadh a
rinne mé, tuairim neamhspledch a thabhairt faoi na
raitis airgid a chuir an Bord ar fail dom, agus
tuairisc a chur ar fail futhu.

An Bunds leis an Tuairim faoin
Inidchadh

| gcomhlionadh mo dhualgas mar Ard-Reachtaire
Cuntas agus Ciste, rinne mé iniuchadh ar na raitis
airgid de réir na gcaighdean inilichta ata eisithe ag
an mBord um Chleachtais Initichéireachta agus tri
thagairt do na cuinsi speisialta a bhaineann le
eagraiochtai Stait i dtaca lena mbainistit agus lena
n-oibriu.

Mar chuid den iniachadh, déantar scrudd, ar bhonn
tastala, ar an bhfianaise a bhaineann leis na
suimeanna agus leis an bhfaisnéisit ata sna raitis
airgeadais. Airithe ann freisin t4 measun( ar na
meastachain agus ar na breithiunais shuntasacha a
rinneadh nuair a bhi na riitis airgeadais 4 n-ullmhq,
agus ar an doigh a glacadh né nar glacadh le pola-
saithe cui cuntasaiochta a oireann do staid an
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Chiste, ar cuireadh iad sin i bhfeidhm go leantnach
agus ar tuairisciodh mar is coir iad.

D’eagraigh mé an t-iniichadh agus chuireas i bhfei-
dhm é chun go dtiocfainn ar an eolas agus ar an
minid go léir a mheasas a bheith riachtanach chun
déthain fianaise a fhail go mbeinn in ann dearbhu
réasunach a thabhairt go bhfuil na riitis airgeadais
saor 6 aon mhirditeas abhartha, biodh sin de bharr
calaoise, de bharr mirialtachta eile né de bharr
earraide. Freisin, agus mo thuairim a bhaint agam
as an eolas, rinne mé meastdireacht ar an bhfhitn-
tas ginearalta a bhi san eolas ina iomlaine mar a
cuireadh ar fail é sna riitis airgeadais.

Costais Phinsin

Gan coinnioll a chur le mo thuairim, is mian liom
aird a tharraingt ar nota |6 ata leis na raitis
airgeadais ina minitear cén fath nach raibh an Bord
in ann cloi leis na riachtanais nochtaithe ati in

FRS 17.

Tuairim

Is € mo tuairim gur choinnigh an Bord na leabhair
chuntais mar is cdir agus go dtugann na raitis
airgeadais, ata ag teacht leo sin, tuairisc fhirinneach
chothrom ar an staid ina raibh An Ciste Ciinaimh
Dhlithidil ar an 31 Nollaig 2001, agus ar a
chaiteachas agus ioncam agus ar a shreabhadh air-
gid don bhliain a chriochnaigh ag an am sin.

John Purcell

an tArd-Reachtaire Cuntas agus Ciste

3 Nollaig 2002



TUARASCAIL BHLIANTUIL 2001

RAITEAS FAOI FHREA-
GRACHTAI AN BHOIRD

De réir Alt 20 den Acht um Chuanamh Dlithidil
Sibhialta, 1995, ta dualgas ar an mBord
gnathchuntas coir a choinneadil ar dhoéigh a bheidh
faofa ag an Aire Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus
Athchairithe DIi, le cead an Aire Airgeadais, ar
gach airgead a fuair né a chaith an Bord. Agus na
Raitis Chuntais sin 4 n-ullmht ta dualgas ar an
mBord:

* polasaithe oiritinacha cuntasaiochta a roghnu
agus ansin iad a chur i bhfeidhm go leantinach

* cinnidh agus meastachdin a dhéanamh ata
réasunach agus stuama

*  na rditis airgeadais a ullmhu ar bhunus gnoéthais
leantaigh muna mbionn sé neamhoiritinach a
mheas go leanfaidh an Ciste ag oibriu.

* léirit gur leanadh de chaighdedin oiriinacha
cuntasaiochta, faoi réir aon eisceacht abhartha
a bheidh faisnéisithe agus minithe sna raitis
airgeadais.

Ta an Bord freagrach as leabhair chui chuntas a
choinneadil ina bhfuil cur sios cruinn réastinach ag
aon am ar leith ar stadas an Chiste chun a chinntit
go mbeidh an sé in ann a dheimhnit go bhfuil na
Raitis Airgeadais ag cloi le Alt 20 den Acht. T4 an
Bord freagrach freisin as cosaint a thabhairt do
shocmhainni an Chiste agus da réir sin a bheith in
ann céimeanna a ghlacadh chun calaois agus mirial-
tachtai eile a chosc agus a bhraith.

-

Cathaoirleach

Comhalta den Bhord/

Dita 27%‘/OZ '
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RAITEAS FAOI NA POLASAI
CUNTASAIOCHTA DO 2001

Go Ginearalta

T4 an Ciste Cunaimh Dhlithiuil, faoi réir Alt 19
den Acht um Chuinamh Dlithiuil Sibhialta, 1995, 4
bhainistit ag Bord um Chinamh Dlithiuil a bhionn
ceaptha ag an Aire Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais
agus Athchdirithe Dli. Acmhainni airgeadais iomlan
an Bhoird ata sa Chiste sin. In 2000 bhi an Bord ag
feidhmia as 34 lonad lanaimseartha agus as 13
lonad pairtaimseartha ar fud na tire.

Bunts na Cuntasaiochta

Ullmhaitear na rditis airgeadais de réir chéras cun-
tasaiochta na bhfabhruithe, seachas mar a luaitear
thios, agus de réir na ngnathphrionsabail a nglactar
leo go ginearilta faoi choinbhinsitin na gcostas
stairiil. Baintear Usdid as na caighdedin tuairiscithe
airgeadais atd molta ag na cuideachtai aitheanta
cuntasaiochta, de réir mar a thagann feidhm leo.

Deontais Stait

Tuairiscitear ioncam faoin teideal seo ar bhunus
faltais airgid.

Airgeadra

Is & an Punt Eireannach an t-aonad airgeadra a
Usaidtear sna Raitis Airgeadais. Tugtar figitiri com-
paraideacha Euro mar eolas amhdin.

Ranniocaiochtai 6 Dhaoine a fuair
Cdnamh agus Costais a Aisghabhadh

Mar gheall ar nadur an ioncaim seo, i.e. rannio-
caiochtai 6 dhaoine ata ar acmhainni teoranta,
meastar gur fearr ioncam da leithéid a chuntas ar
bhuns féltais airgid. Meastar gur thart ar £25,000
a bhi le bailit ar an 31 Nollaig 2001. Nior discriob-
hadh aon drochfhiacha in 2001.
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Sécmhainni Dochta agus Dimheas

Léiritear socmhainni dochta ar an gClar
Combhardaithe mar chostas liide dimheas car-
naithe. Riomhtar dimheas thar shaol Usaideach na
sécmbhainni tri Usdid a bhaint as an modh dron-
lineach, agus gearrtar é ar na ratai bliantula seo a
leanas:-

CBL ar Léasanna, Troscain & Trealamh
Offige,

Trealamh Riomhaireachta, Feistiti Aitreabh
20%

Gearrtar dimheas leathbhliana i mbliain an chean-
nachain agus i mbliain na dilscairte.

An Cuntas Caipitil

Is éard atad sa Chuntas Caipitil na an méid ioncaim
nach raibh amuchta a Usaideadh chun na
sécmhainni dochta a cheannach.

Aoisliintas

Feidhmionn an Bord scéimeanna sainitla buntaisti
aoislitintais da fhostaithe. Na buntaisti aoislitintais
sin a thagann chun cinn faoi na scéimeanna, ioctar
as ioncam reatha iad agus gearrtar ar an gCuntas
loncaim agus Caiteachais iad don bhliain ina
mbionn siad inioctha. Nil aon fhoriil déanta sna
raitis airgeadais i dtaca le buntdisti san am atd le
theacht. Gearrtar tuarastail agus pa ata sna raitis
airgeadais glan 6 ranniocaiochtai aoislitintais na
bhfostaithe.
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CUNTAS IONCAIM AGUS CAITEACHAIS

don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2001

2001 2001 2000
Nota £ £ € € € €

IONCAM
Maoiniu Stait I 19,219,504 24,403,736 17,703,332
Ranniocaiochtai 0 dhaoine a fuair Cinamh DIi 339,980 431,686 336,287
Costais Aisghafa 368,133 467,432 471,597
Brabus/Caillteanas ar dhiolachan sécmhainni 401 509 (1,086)
loncam Eile 2 83,540 106,074 85,786

20,011,558 25,409,437 18,595,916
Aistriti Chuig an gCuntas Caipitil 3 (2,141,394) (2,719,010) (240,360)

17,870,164 22,690,427 18,355,556
CAITEACHAS
Tuarastail agus costais ghaolmhara 4 9,294832 11,802,002 8,203,751
Tailli do Bhaill an Bhoird 68,280 86,698 43,171
Costais lontais agus
Bhunaiochta 5 2911,805 3,697,230 3,329,618
Tailli agus costais dli 6 3,993,640 5,070,877 3,743,072
Riarachan ginearalta 7 2,165,741 2,749,924 1,425,501
Dimheas 8 855,619 1,086,412 540,886
Taille IniGchoéireachta 8,080 10,259 10,056

19,297,997 24,503,402 17,296,055
Easnamh/Barrachas don Bhliain (1,427,833) (1,812,975) 1,059,501
larmhéid Tosaigh mar a bhi ar an | Eanair 2,690,145 3,415,780 2,356,279
larmhéid Deireadh mar a bhi ar an 31 Nollaig 1,262,312 1,602,806 3,415,780

Ni raibh aon ghnéthachan na caillteanas sa Chiste i rith na bliana airgeadais na sa bhliain airgeadais direach
roimhe sin cé is moite diobh sin ata luaite sa chuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais.

Baineann torthai na bliana leis na hoibriochtai ata ag leanacht ar aghaidh.

T4 an Raiteas faoi Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta agus an Raiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid mar aon le Nétai | go

dti 16 mar chuid de na Raitis Airgeadais seo.

vV
Priomhfheidhmeannach

Cathaoirleach

Data R r//oZ '
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CLAR COMHARDAITHE

mar a bhi ar an 31 Nollaig 2001

2001 2001 2000
Nota £ £ € € € €

SOCMHAINNI SEASTA 8 4,034,568 5,122,845 1,718,177
SOCMHAINNI REATHA
Airgead sa Bhanc agus ar Lamh 2,663,323 3,381,723 4,856,628
Féichiunaithe agus Réamhiocaiochtai 9 327,769 416,181 180,117

2,991,092 3,797,904 5,036,745
LUIDE FIACHAIS REATHA
Féichiunaithe agus Fabhruithe 10 1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873
Cisti Cliant 1 607,286 771,094 635,093

) ) 1,728,780 2,195,098 1,620,966

GLANSOCMHAINNI REATHA/
(FIACHAIS) 1,262,312 1,602,806 3,415,779
SOCMHAINNi IOMLANA 5,296,880 6,725,651 5,133,956
LEIRITHE AG:
Cuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais 1,262,312 1,602,806 3,415,780
Cuntas Caipitil 3 4,034,568 5,122,845 1,718,176

5,296,880 6,725,651 5,133,956

Ta an Raiteas faoi Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta agus an Raiteas faoi Shreabhadh Airgid mar aon le Nétai | go
dti 16 mar chuid de na Raitis Airgeadais seo.

- fire

vV
Cathaoirleach Priomhfheidhmeannach

Dita 27%4/&2 '
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RAITEAS FAOI SHREABHADH AIRGID

don bhliain dar crioch 31 Nollaig 2000

2001 2001 2000
Néta £ € €

Insreabhadh/eis-sreabhadh glan airgid 6 Ghniomhaiochtai Oibreacha 13 1,756,236 2,229,960 1,240,753
Aischuir ar Infheistiocht agus Fonamh Airgeadais

Us Faighte 97,880 124,282 66,583

Us ioctha ar Shocraiochtai Cliant (18,451) (23,428) (14,961)
Gniomhaiochtai Infheistiochta

Diol Socmbhainni Inlaimhsithe 1271 923 1,812

Ceannach Socmhainni Inlaimhsithe (2,997,974) (3,806,642) (782,522)
Insreabhadh Eis-sreabhadh Glan Airgid (1,161,582) (1,474,905) 511,665
Laghdi/Méadu ar Airgead agus ar Urdail Airgid 14 (1,161,582) (1,474,905) 511,665

Ta an Raiteas faoi Pholasaithe Cuntasaiochta, mar aon le Noétai | go dti 17, ina gcuid de na Raitis Airgeadais
seo.

2 fir

vV
Cathaoirleach Priomhfheidhmeannach

Dita 27%1/02 '
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AN BORD UM CHUNAMH DLITHIUIL

NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS DON BHLIAIN DAR CRIOCH 31 NOLLAIG 2001

I. Cistiu Stait
Fuarthas Cistiu Stait as Véta |19 - Oifig an Aire Dli agus Cirt, Comhionannais agus Athchdirithe DIi mar

a leanas:
2001 2001 2000
Fotheideal: £ € €
K. Deontas i gCabhair an Oireachtais 12,470,336 15,834,060 16,378,351
G.| Tascfhorsa na nlarrthoiri Tearmainn - Ciinamh Dlithigil* 6,749,168 8,569,676 1,324,981
19,219,504 24,403,736 17,703,332

*Tugadh na deontais seo i leith an chaiteachais a bhain leis an tSeirbhis Dhlithitil Dideanaithe. Féach Néta |5

2. loncam Eile

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Us faighte agus infhaighte 83,212 105,658 82,939
Faltais Eagsiila 328 416 2,847

83,540 106,074 85,786

3. An Cuntas Caipitil

£ £
larmhéid ar an | Eanair ** 1,893,174
Aistria as an gCuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais
- loncam a usaideadh chun s6cmhainni dochta a cheannach 2,997,013
- An méid a scaoileadh ar dhitscairt sécmhainni dochta 0
- lloncam amuchta sa bhliain de réir dhimheas na sécmhainni (855,619)
2,141,394
larmhéid ar an 31 Nollaig 4,034,568

* T4 an iarmhéid tosaigh athriite chun cuntas a dhéanamh ar CBL ar Léasanna a glacadh in 2000 agus ar dearnadh direamh orthu
i gCuntas loncam & Caiteachais na bliana roimhe sin.
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS DON BHLIAIN DAR CRIOCH 31 NOLLAIG 2001

4. Lion agus Costas na bhFostaithe
Bhi foireann iomlan de 410 ceadaithe ag an Aire faoin 31 Nollaig 2001. Bhi 41| ball foirne fostaithe ag an mBord
ar an 31 Nollaig 2001 (2000 - 333). Ba é an meanlion a bhi fostaithe ag an mBord rith na bliana na 408 (2000 -
302). Seo a leanas na costais a bhain leis na fostaithe:

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Tuarastail 8,552,779 10,859,789 7,598,815
Costas na Foirne ar Shealaistria 128,278 162,879 66,323
PRSI Fostora 613,775 779,333 538,613
9,294,832 11,802,002 8,203,751
5. Costais Choéiriochta agus Aitribh
2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Cios 2,018,177 2,562,556 2,457,044
Glanadh 172,719 219,307 175,901
Solas agus Teas 106,197 134,842 96,199
Cothabhail - Aitreabh 424,387 538,861 499,843
Cothabhail - Trealamh 190,326 241,664 100,631

2,911,805 3,697,230 3,329,618

6. Tailli agus Costais Dhlithiula

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Tailli Abhcoidi 1,912,312 2,428,135 1,992,755
Tailli dlithiula 751,097 953,696 663,333
Scéim na gCleachtoiri Priobhaideacha 545,771 692,986 226,058
Tailli Gairmiula Eile 400,316 508,296 500,998
Costais eile 384,145 487,764 359,928

3,993,640 5,070,877 3,743,072
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2001 2001 2000

£ € €

Costais Phaipéarachais, Oifige agus Oiliiina 702,681 892,221 392,003
Leabhair agus Priontail 143,237 181,874 106,111
Postas agus Teileafon 663,246 842,148 417,411
Arachas 72,813 92,453 76,222
Taisteal agus Cothabhail 583,764 741,227 433,754

2,165,741 2,749,924 1,425,501

CBL Troscain Trealamh Trealamh
ar Léasanna Oifige Oifige ~ Riomhaireachta  lomlan
£ £ £ £ £

armhéid ar an 1/1/01 * 600,000 593,953 2,777,524 0 3,971,477
Eadalacha 667,500 148,075 903,405 1,278,033 2,997,013
Diuscairti 0 (2,500) 0 0 (2,500)
larmhéid ar an 31/12/01 1,267,500 739,528 3,680,929 1,278,033 6,965,990
larmhéid ar an 1/1/01 g 60,000 447815 1,570,488 0 2,078,303
Muirear na Bliana 186,750 65,280 475,786 127,803 855,619
Diuscairti 0 (2,500) 0 0 (2,500)
larmhéid ar an 31/12/01 246,750 510,595 2,046,274 127,803 2,931,422
Luach Glan Leabhair ar an 31/12/01 1,020,750 228,933 1,634,655 1,150,230 4,034,568
Luach Glan Leabhair ar an 31/12/00 * 540,000 146,138 1,207,036 0 1,893,174

*T4 an iarmhéid tosaigh athréite chun cuntas a dhéanamh ar CBL ar Léasanna a glacadh in 2000 agus ar dearnadh direamh orthu i
gCuntas loncam & Caiteachais na bliana roimhe sin.
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CBL Troscain Trealamh Trealamh

ar Léasanna Oifige Oifige Riomhaireachta  lomlan
€ € € € €
Armbhéid ar an 1/1/01 * 761,843 754,165 3,526,728 0 5,042,736
Adalacha 847,550 188,016 1,147,088 1,622,767 3,805,421
Diuscairti 0 (3,174) 0 0 (3,174)
larmhéid ar an 31/12/01 1,609,393 939,007 4,673,816 1,622,767 8,844,983
larmhéid ar an 1/1/01 * 76,184 568,608 1,994,108 0 2,638,900
Muirear na Bliana 237,124 82,889 604,124 162,277 1,086,412
Diuscairti 0 (3,174) 0 0 (3,174)
larmhéid ar an 31/12/01 313,308 648,322 2,598,232 162,277 3,722,138
Luach Glan Leabhair ar an 31/12/01 1,296,085 290,685 2,075,584 1,460,491 5,122,845
Luach Glan Leabhair ar an 31/12/00 * 685,659 185,556 1,532,621 0 2,403,835

*T4 an iarmhéid tosaigh athrdite chun cuntas a dhéanamh ar CBL ar Léasanna a glacadh in 2000 agus ar dearnadh direamh orthu i
gCuntas loncam & Caiteachais na bliana roimhe sin.

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Féichitinaithe - Us ar Thaisce 77,037 97,817 86,097
Réambhiocaiochtai
- Cios 89,730 113,934 48,656
- Arachas 85,426 108,469 23,065
- Pa & Tuarastail 34,455 43,749 0
- Eile 41,121 52,213 22,299
327,769 416,181 180,117
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2001 2001 2000

£ € €
Suimeanna dlite taobh istigh de bhliain:
Creiditnaithe & Fabhruithe 1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873
1,121,494 1,424,004 985,873

Airithe sna Creidianaithe ar an 31 Nollaig 2001, bhi suim de £172,576 i dtaca le Cain Shiarchoinnedlach ar thailli Abhcaidi, tilli
Dlithidla agus tdilli Gairmiula eile, agus suim de £277,187 i dtaca le PAYE agus PRSI.

Suimeanna comhldna méide s fabhraithe atd sna cisti sin a bhi ag an mBord ar an 31 Nollaig 2001 de
bhun damhachtana agus socraiochtai a tugadh i bhfabhar cliant a ndearna an Bord ionadaiocht ar a son.Tig
leis an mBord aisghabhdil a dhéanambh as sin i leith an chostais iomlan a bhaineann lena leithéid de sheirb-
hisi a chur ar fail agus ioctar an fuilleach leis na daoine ar dearnadh ionadaiocht ar a son.

£ €
Cisti Cliant a bhi i seilbh ar an | Eanair 491,898 624,582
Suimigh Dambhachtanalsocraiochtai a fuarthas i rith 2001 5,029,596 6,386,270
Luide Socraiochtai ioctha amach, ina measc, Gs a ceadaiodh agus costais athghafa 4,926,733 6,255,660
Cisti Cliant a bhi i seilbh ar an 3| Nollaig 594,761 755,191
Us fabhraithe ar Chisti Cliant a bhi i seilbh 12,525 15,903
lomlan dlite do Chliaint 607,286 771,094

Ta an Bord lonnaithe in aitreabh ag St. Stephen’s Green House, Baile Atha Cliath 2 agus feidhmionn sé as

34 lonad eile ar fud na tire. T4 ceangaltas ar an mBord cios de £1,865,780 (€2,369,052) a ioc i rith 2002 i
dtaca le léasanna a chriochnéidh mar a leanas:

£ €

2002 4,700 5,968
2003-2007 21,000 26,664
2008 ar aghaidh 1,840,080 2,336,420
lomlan 1,865,780 2,369,052
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NOTAI LEIS NA RAITIS AIRGEADAIS DON BHLIAIN DAR CRIOCH 31 NOLLAIG 2001

13. Barrachas na Bliana a réiteach leis an airgead tirim 6 Ghniomhaiochtai Oibritchain

2001 2001 2000
£ € €
Easnamh / Barrachas don Bhliain (1,427,833)  (1,812,974) 1,059,501
Coigeartt do Nithe Neamh-oibritichain
Us Bainc Infhaighte (83,212) (105,657) (82,939)
Brabus/Caillteanas ar Dhitscairt S6cmhainni Dochta (401) (509) 1,086
Gluaiseacht ar an gCuntas Caipitil 2,141,394 2,719,010 240,360
Coigeartti do Nithe Seachas Airgead Tirim
Dimheas 855,619 1,086,412 540,884
Méadu/Laghdu ar na Féichitnaithe (176,685) (224,344) 754,552
Méadi/Laghdu ar na Creiditnaithe 441,354 568,022  (1,272,691)
1,756,236 2,229,960 1,240,753
14. Gluaiseacht Airgid agus Urdail Airgid
2001 2001 2000
£ € €
larmhéid ar an | Eanair 3,824,905 4,856,628 4,344,962
Insreabhadh/Eis-sreabhadh Glan Airgid (1,161,582)  (1,474,905) 511,665
larmhéid ar an 31 Nollaig 2,663,323 3,381,723 4,856,627
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2001 2001 2000

£ € €

Ta Caiteachas agus loncam a bhaineann leis an tSeirbhis Dhlithitil
Dideanaithe airithe sa chuntas loncaim agus Caiteachais faoi na teidil
seo a leanas:
Tuarastail agus Pa 1,692,943 2,149,595 862,131
CBL ar léasanna 600,000 761,843 761,843
Costais Choiriochta Eile 1,265,839 1,607,284 283,526
Tailli Dlithidla agus tailli Gairmiula 871,691 1,106,819 429,487
Riarachan Ginearalta 339,364 430,903 88,073
Socmbhainni Dochta 1,670,282 2,120,820 -

6,440,118 8,177,264 2,425,060
Liide ranniocaiochtai 6 dhaoine a fuair ciinamh dlithiuil (41,960) (53,278) (54,736)
Caiteachas glan sa bhliain 6,398,159 8,123,986 2,370,324

| gcds na dtréimhsi cuntasaiochta dar crioch ar, né i ndiaidh, an 22 Meitheamh 2005, beidh g3, de réir
Chaighdedn |7 um Thuairiscit Airgeadais, go léireodh na rditis airgeadais sin luach cui ar na
sécmhainni agus ar na fiachais atd mar thoradh ar oibleagdidi aoislitntas an fhostéra agus aon
mhaoinit gaolmhar eile, agus aitheantas a thabhairt do na costais a bhaineann le solathar na mbun
-taisti aoisliintais sna tréimhsi cuntasaiochta ina saothraionn na fostaithe iad. Mar bheart eatramhach
éilionn an Caighdedn go léireofai an luach reatha ata ar fhiachais na scéimeanna sna néta ata le riitis
airgeadais 2001.In 2001, ni raibh sé ar chumas an Bhoird cloi le riachtanais an FRS 17 mar nach
bhfuair sé aon luach achttireach ar fhiachais na scéimeanna.Ta socruithe déanta ag an mBord anois

chun a chinntit go mbeidh sé in ann cloi le riachtanais an Chaighdedin sna blianta ata le theacht.

D'fhaomhaigh an Bord na Raitis Airgeadais ar an 21 Samhain, 2002.

44




TUARASCAIL BHLIANTUIL 2001

AGUISIN 2
STATAISTICIi DO 2001

TABLA I:Anailis de na hlarratais a laimhsiodh i 2001

Lion na ndaoine a fuair Lion na ndaoine nach bhfuair Lion na ndaoine a fuair
seirbhisi dlithidla ach comhairle dlithiuil combhairle dlithitil agus ionadaiocht
(i.e., teastais chtinaimh dhlithiuil)
nom 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000
14,214 14,382 9,151 9,411 5,063

Tabla Ia:Anailis de na hlarratais a laimhsigh An tSeirbhis DIi do Dhideanaithe i 2001

Lion na ndaoine a fuair Lion na ndaoine nach bhfuair Lion na ndaoine a fuair
seirbhisi dlithitla ach comhairle dlithiil comhairle dlithitil agus ionadaiocht
(i.e., teastais chinaimh dhlithiuil)

2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000
4,520 3,424 1,705 1,198 2,815

Tabla 2: Anailis de Theastais Chiunaimh Dhlithiuil de réir Cuairte

B

lonaid Dli 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 2001 2000 @ 2001 2000
Dli Teaghlaigh 1,469 1,257 2,000 2,493 60 11 0 2 3,529 3,863
Eile 16 17 46 48 41 118 0 2 103 185
Cleachtéiri
Priobhaid 1,174 923 257 0 0 0 0 0 1,431 923
lomlan 2,659 2,197 2303 2,541 101 229 0 4
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TABLA 3

lonaid Dli

Imeachtai Cuirt Cuirt Ardchuirt Cuirt lomlan
Duiche Chuarda Uachtarach

Urchosc 458 10 0 0 468
Ordu Sabhailteachta 181 I 0 0 182
Rochtain 229 21 I 0 251
Coimead 169 I 2 0 182
Cothabhiil 360 29 I 0 390
Curam Leanai 171 24 7 0 202
Caomhnaireacht 119 7 0 0 126
Idirscaradh

Breithitnach 0 820 10 0 830
Colscaradh 0 991 19 0 1,010
Urghaire 2 41 0 0 43
Neambhniu 0 23 0 0 23
Fuadach Linbh 0 0 34 0 34
Uchtail 0 I I 0 2
Coimirciocht | 5 5 0 I
Foréigean Teaghlaigh 187 0 0 0 187
Atharthacht 0 7 I 0 8
Cosaint 13 0 0 0 13
Stadas Posta 0 | 0 0 |
Acht Idir-roinnte 0 6 0 0 6
Teaghlach 0 14 0 0 14
Eagsuil 9 0 0 0 9
lomlan 1,899 2,012 ] 0 3,992
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Imeachtai

Ordu Urchoisc

Ordua Sabhailteachta/
Cosanta

Rochtain

Coimead

Cothabhail
Caomhnaireacht
Idirscaradh Breithiinach
Colscaradh

Eile

IOMLAN

Imeachtai

Tort

Conradh
Fostoir/Fostai
Fiachas

Tiarna Taltn agus
Tionénta

Eagsuil

Athbhreithnit
Breithianach RLS

lomlan

Cuirt
Duiche

431

383
452
206
344
204

0

0

16
2,036

Cuirt
Duiche
|

3
0
3

Cuirt Ardchuirt

Chuarda
0

o O O O o

133
124

256

Cuirt
Chuarda
13
7
I
5

38

OO O © O © © © o

Cuirt lomlan

Uachtarach 2001

0 431

0 383

0 452

0 206

0 344

0 204

0 133

0 124

0 16

0 2,293

Ardchuirt Cuirt

Uachtarach
12 0
I 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
21 0
143 0
177 0

lomlan

2000
463

102
248
110
239
77

0

0

0
1,239

lomlan

26
I

10
33

143
232
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AGUISIN 3 - IONAID DLIi

lonaid dli lanaimseartha

IONAD DLi ATURNAE BAINISTIOCHTA

AN CABHAN

lonad Siopadéireachta na Cuirte Nua, Sraid na hEaglaise, An Cabhan

Fon: (049) 4331110  Facs: (049) 4331304

AN CLAR
Aonad 6A, Cearndg na gCeannaithe, Inis, Co an Chlair
Fon: (065) 6821929  Facs: (065) 6821939

CORCAIGH
Teach an Ché Thuaidh, Cé Pope, Corcaigh
Fén: (021) 551 686 Facs: (021) 551 690

IA An Meal Theas, Corcaigh
Fén: (021) 275 998 Facs: (021) 276 927

DUN NA nGALL

Teach Houston, An Phriomhshriid, Leitir Ceanainn
Co. Dhan na nGall

Fon: (074) 26177 Facs: (074) 26086

BAILE ATHA CLIATH
45 Sraid Gardiner focht., Baile Atha Cliath |
Fén: (01) 874 5440 Facs: (01) 874 6896

9 Cé Urumhan iochtarach, Baile Atha Cliath |
Fén: (01) 872 4133 Facs: (01) 872 4937

lonad an Chloigthi, Cluain Dolciin, Baile Atha Cliath 22
Fén: (01) 457 6011 Facs: (01) 457 6007

Faiche an tSraidbhaile, Tamhlacht, Baile Atha Cliath 24
Fén: (01) 451 1519 Facs: (01) 451 7989

44/49 An Phriomhshraid, Fionnghlas, Baile Atha Cliath 11
Fon: (01) 864 0314 Facs: (01) 864 0362

48/49 Sraid Brunswick Thuaidh, Lana Sheoirse,
Baile Atha Cliath 7
Fén: (01) 646 9700 Facs: (01) 646 9799

Aonad 6-8,An tlonad Gné, Béthar Chluain Saileach,
Baile Bhlainséir, Baile Atha Cliath 15
Fon: (01) 820 0455 Facs: (01) 820 0450

GAILLIMH
Sréid Proinsias, Gaillimh
Fon: (091) 561 650 Facs: (091) 563 825

CIARRAI

| Plas Day,Tra Li, Co Chiarrai
Fon: (066) 7126900 Facs: (066) 7123631
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IONAD DLi ATURNAE BAINISTIOCHTA

CILL DARA
Plas Ui Chainin, An Droichead Nua, Co Chill Dara
Fon: (045) 435 777 Facs: (045) 435 766

CILL CHAINNIGH
Sraid Maudlin, Cill Chainnigh
Fon: (056) 61611 Facs: (056) 61562

LAOIS
Aonad 6A, Srdid an Droichid, Port Laoise, Co Laois
Fon: (0502) 61366 Facs: (0502) 61362

LUIMNEACH
Cé na Combhla, Luimneach
Fon: (061) 314 599 Facs: (061) 318 330

LONGFORT

Clés an Chombhair Chreidmheasa, 50A An Phriomhshraid,
Longfort

Fén: (043) 47590 Facs: (043) 47594

LU
Na Labhrais, Dun Dealgan, Co Lu
Fén: (042) 9330448 Facs: (042) 9330991

MAIGH EO
Halla Humbert, | An Phriomhshriid, Caislean an Bharraigh, Co Mhaigh Eo
Fén: (094) 24334 Facs: (094) 23721

AN MHi
Béthar Ui Chinnéide, An Uaimh, Co na Mi
Fon: (046) 72515 Facs: (046) 72519

MUINEACHAN
Teach Alma, An Diamant, Muineachan
Fon: (047) 84888 Facs: (047) 84879

UiBH FHAILI
Sréid an Chalafoirt, An Tulach Mér
Fon: (0506) 51177 Facs: (0506) 51544

SLIGEACH

Teach Bridgewater, Pardid Rockwood,
Sraid Thomais, Sligeach

Fon: (071) 61670 Facs: (071) 61681

TIOBRAD ARANN
Cuirt na mBréithre, An tAonach, Co Thiobraid Arann
Fon: (067) 34181 Facs: (067) 34083

PORT LAIRGE
Teach Ceanada, Sraid Cheanada, Port Liirge
Fon: (051) 855 814 Facs: (051) 871 237

AN IARMHI
Sraid an Gheata Thuaidh, Ath Luain, Co na hlarmhi
Fén: (0902) 74694 Facs: (0902) 72160
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Tom O’ Mahony

Vivienne Crowe

Stephanie Coggans

Helen O’Reilly

Fiona McGuire

Josephine Fair

Aidan Lynch

Phil O’Laoide
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AN BORD UM CHUNAMH DLITHIUIL

IONAD DLi ATURNAE BAINISTIOCHTA

LOCH GARMAN
Aonad 8, Cearnég Redmond, Loch Garman Shane Dooley
Fon: (053) 22622 Facs: (053) 24927

CILL MHANTAIN
Srdid an Droichid, Cill Mhantain Barbara Smyth
Fén: (0404) 66166 Facs: (0404) 66197

AN tSEIRBHIS DLi DO DHIiDEANAITHE
48/49 Sraid Brunswick Thuaidh, Lana San Seoirse,
Baile Atha Cliath 7

Fén: (01) 646 9600 Facs: (01) 671 0200

) Frank Caffrey, John McDaid, Grainne Brophy
Cuirt Montague, 7-11 Sraid Montague, Baile Atha Cliath 2
Fén: (01) 476 0265 Facs: (01) 476 0271

Teach Timberlay,
79/83 Sraid an Mhéta lochtarach, Baile Atha Cliath 2
Fén: (01) 631 0800 Facs: (01) 661 5011
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TUARASCAIL BHLIANTUIL 2001

lonaid dli Pairtaimseartha

IONAD agus TEILEAFON

CEATHARLACH
lonad Seirbhisi Séisialta Naomh Caitriona,

Béthar Naomh Seosamh, Ceatharlach.
Fén: (0503) 31354

AN CLAR
lonad Pobail Chill Rois,
Sréid Toler, Cill Rois, Fén: (065) 6821929

DUN NA nGALL
Teach na Clirte, Baile Dhiin na nGall.
Fén: (074) 26177

CIARRAI

Seirbhisi Pobail Chill Airne
57 An tSraid Ard, Cill Airne
Fén: (066) 7126900

LIATROIM

Bord Sliinte an larthuaiscirt,

Béthar Liatroma, Cora Droma Ruisc.
Fon: (043) 47590

LU

lonad Sheirbhisi Pobail Dhroichead Atha
Sraid an Aonaigh, Droichead Atha

Fén: (041) 36084/33490

MAIGH EO

lonad Pobail Bhéal an Atha,
Sraid Teeling, Béal an Atha
Fén: (094) 24334

An tlonad Slainte,
Béthar Chnoc Mhuire, Béal Atha hAmhnais
Fén: (091) 561650

ROS COMAIN

lonad Eolais do Shaoranaigh,
Sraid Phadraig, Mainistir na Buille.
Fén: (071) 61670

TIOBRAID ARANN

Seirbhisi Séisialta Phobal an Aonaigh,
Sraid Rossa, Durlas.

Fén: (067) 34181

lonad Eolais do Shaoranaigh,
14 Sraid Wellington, Cluain Meala.
Fon: (052) 22267

AN IARMHI
An tlonad Fiontraiochta,

Srdid Gheata an Easpaig, An Muileann gCearr

Fén: (0902) 74694

OSCAILTE AR

An chéad agus
An triG Aoine
de gach mi

An ceathrd
Céadaoin de gach mi

An chéad Aoine
de gach mi

Gach maidin
Aocine

An chéad
Chéadaoin
de gach mi

An chéad & an
dara Mairt
de gach mi

An chéad Luan
de gach mi

An ceathru Mairt
de gach mi

An chéad Luan
de gach mi

An dara Mairt
de gach mi

An chéad, an dara
& an trid Luan de
gach mi

An Aoine
dheireanach
de gach mi

IONAD DLi

Cill Chainnigh

An Clar

Dun na nGall

Ciarrai

Longfort

Cé Urumhan ,

Baile Atha Cliath

Maigh Eo

Gaillimh

Sligeach

Tiobraid Arann

Tiobraid Arann

An larmhi
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T4 na critéir a bhaineann le measunt ar
inchailitheacht airgeadais le fail in Alt 29 den Acht
um Chunamh Dlithitil Sibhialta, 1995 agus in Alt 5
de na Rialachdin um Chanamh Dlithidil Sibhialta,
1996, mar ata leasaithe ag na Rialachdin um
Chuanamh Dlithidil Sibhialta, 2002. Thainig feidhm
leis na figitiri atd léirithe thios ar an 14 Feabhra,
2002.

Inchéilitheacht loncaim de €13,000 sa bhliain
d’ioncam indiuscartha ata i bhfeidhm faoi lathair.
loncam inditscartha is ea an t-ioncam a bhionn
fagtha tar éis asbhainti éagsula i dtaca le cleithiu-
naithe, costais chdiriochta, cdin ioncaim, arachas
soisialta, srl.

Muna mbionn ioncam inditscartha duine os cionn
€8,300 sa bhliain ni mér dé/di ranniocaiocht de

€6 a ioc ar chomhairle dhlithitil agus €35 ar
chinamh dlithiuil.

M3 bhionn an t-ioncam indiUscartha os cionn
€8,300 sa bhliain, ni mér do dhuine ranniocaiocht

nios mo a ioc suas go dti uasmhéid de €1,210. |
gcasanna den soért sin riomhtar an ranniocaiocht
mar seo a leanas: -

Combhairle dhlithiil -

aon deichil cuid den difriocht idir an t-ioncam
indiGscartha agus €8,300, faoi réir iosmhéid ran-
niocaiochta de €6 agus uasmhéid de €100;

Cuanambh dlithidil -
€35 mobide aon cheathrd cuid den difriocht idir an
t-ioncam indidscartha agus €8,300.

Ma bhionn ga dul chun cirte, cuirtear san aireamh
freisin na hacmhainni caipitil ata ag an iarratasoir
(m.sh., teach, talamh, airgead sa bhanc, carr) agus
d'fhéadfadh ranniocaiocht chaipitil a bheith i gceist.
Ni bhionn ranniocaiochtai caipitil i gceist ach i
gcasanna annamha, afach.
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Seo a leanas na huaslitntais a cheadaitear chun
ioncam indilUscartha iarrataséiri a riomh do sheirb-
hisi dlithiula :-

Liuntais: €
Céile an iarrataséra 1,900
Cleithiunai Linbh 1,100
Costais chéiriochta 4,900
Costais chlraim leanai 1,100
Ciin ioncaim An t-iomlan
Arachas soisialta An t-iomlan
locaiochtai Ex Gratia 1,040

Seo roinnt samplai de chasanna inar oibriodh an
tastail acmhainne i leith daoine a bhi pdsta agus
cleithitinaithe orthu mar aon le eisiocaiochtai
airithe.

Duine Pésta le beirt leanai ar ollioncam de

€18,067 agus gan an céile a bheith ina c(h)leithiu-
nai.

€

Income 18,067
Laide lidntais: €
2 leanai 2,200
PR.S.I. 762
Ciin loncaim 917

Costais Chairiochta 4,900 8.779

loncam indiuscartha 9,288

Ranniocaiocht €282



Single Person with four children on a gross

income of €13,565 and Lone Parent Allowance of
€10,192.

€
loncam 23,757
loncam: €
4 leanai 4,400
Cudram leanai 1,040
Costais Chéiriochta 3,840
PR.S.I 746
PA.YE. 1,147 11,173
loncam inditscartha 12,584
Ranniocaiocht: : €1,106
Duine singil le tritr leanai ar ollioncam de
€11,458 agus Liuntas Tuismitheora Aonair de
€7,108.
€
loncam 18,566
Laide liuntas €
3 leanai 3,300
Costais Choiriochta 4,900
Cudram leanai 2,200 10,400
Ollioncam inditscartha 8,166

Ranniocaiocht : €35

Duine pésta le leanbh amhain ar ollioncam de
€17,620 i gcas is nach bhfuil an céile ina c(h)lei-

thianai.
€
loncam 17,620
Ldide Litntas : €
| leanbh 1,100
Costais Choiriochta 4900
PR.S.I. 458
PA.Y.E. 1,389 7.847
Ollioncam indiuscartha 9,773

Ranniocaiocht : €403
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BILEOGA EOLAIS ATA AR FAIL IN
IONAID DLi AN BHOIRD AGUS AR
LAITHREAN GREASAIN AN BHOIRD AG
www.legalaidboard.ie:

Bileog Uimh. | Cdanamh Dlithiuil Sibhialta

Bileog Uimh. 2 An Dli Teaghlaigh —
Ginearalta

Bileog Uimh. 3 Idirscaradh

Bileog Uimh. 4 Colscaradh

Bileog Uimh. 5 Neambhnit

Bileog Uimh. 6 Cothabhail

Bileog Uimh. 7 Foréigean Teaghlaigh

Bileog Uimh. 8 Leanai agus an Dli
Teaghlaigh

Bileog Uimh. 9 Uachtanna agus
Oidhreacht
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